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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2021      
 
PHIL MICKELSON 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Here with Phil Mickelson, making your fourth start on PGA TOUR 
Champions. Can you just talk about being here at the Constellation FURYK & FRIENDS?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I had a chance to play with one of the guys from Constellation, Mayo 
Shattuck, who's really a nice guy, and got involved in this tournament for some time and 
basically because of Jim Furyk, because what a quality guy he is. He and Tabitha have done 
an amazing job of getting a new tournament and making it unique and making it special, and 
it's fun for me to be a part of it and support them. 
 
Q.  Phil, you've got history on this course. Was it Glenn who first got you out here, 
and how often have you been able to play this, and did it become a PLAYERS 
Championship tradition that you would try to come over here once a week? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I haven't had a chance to play other than the time we played with Tim 
Tebow years ago and I loved playing it back then. I love Donald Ross golf courses, I think 
they're terrific and this one's no different. To have a Donald Ross course here in the 
Jacksonville area is pretty special, I think. They've done a good job, this club has, of keeping 
it in great shape and showcasing his talents as a designer. 
 
Q.  And the green complexes kind of is a defense of this golf course and everything. If 
you're too long, you're in trouble and everything, but do you like the way they've got 
the greens designed and set up? Is it a tough test when you miss the green? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, the greens are challenging because there's slight roll-offs on all 
sides, a little bit like Pinehurst but not as severe. There's very soft movements, so if you hit 
good shots and you get on the green, you have great looks at birdie. I thought the fringe 
area, like the chipping area maybe 30-yard short of the green and all around the green was 
some of the best I've ever seen, it allows you to get a wedge underneath the ball and 
actually hit decent chips and have options when you want to chip it or putt it. Nowadays, I 
don't know why, we've been making it so tight around the green that you simply can't get a 
wedge underneath it, and this is -- this here is different, you'll see a lot of nice little pitches 
around the green and the grass around it is incredible. 
 
Q.  Do you have the new Callaway wood in the bag? Can you talk about what role you 
played in its design and what you like about it? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I've had that club in the bag for almost -- well, for a while now, I guess 
probably since the U.S. Open when I first saw it. The reason is -- two reasons why I like it. 
I've always struggled with hybrids. The reason why I like it is the center of gravity is more 
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forward or plays like an iron so I don't get the jumpers out of the first cut and then the big 
spin ones out of a tight lie. And the relief on the back sole allows me to open the face and 
keep the face open through impact in the rough, on the chop rough shot as opposed to 
having the back of the sole close the face through impact. It allows me keep the face open 
and have some loft so I can get it out of thicker, longer, heavier rough a lot easier. 
 
Q.  How much fun did you have at the Ryder Cup not playing? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  You know, I had a blast not having the pressure and the anxiety that 
you have as a player. I really enjoyed the week. Obviously we had a really strong team and 
the guys played really well and it was fun to be a part of that and see it from a different view 
than what I've been used to. 
 
I would have obviously loved to have been a player, but conversely, the experience of not 
having that kind of pressure was also very enjoyable. 
 
Q.  Who was the most memorable captain you played for in the Ryder Cup teams that 
you've participated in? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I mean, I've had a lot of great captains, but what was cool for me was 
sitting in the captain's room there with the five of us and hearing some of the thoughts from 
the past captains, from Jimmy Furyk and Davis Love and Fred Couples. Zach Johnson had 
some great insight, too, but to hear what those guys along with Stricker had to say was very 
interesting because they saw it from a whole different viewpoint as captains.  
 
(Indiscernible cross talk.)  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No, but just what the purpose was and what the goal was and how can 
we best give our guys a chance to be successful and things like that. 
 
Q.  Apparently, I believe it's the first reigning major champion to play in a Champions 
Tour event. You're probably aware of that. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's just math, Doug. It's just math. Nobody in their 50s has won a 
major. I mean, Boros was 48, he wasn't eligible for the Champions Tour back then. 
 
Q.  My math's never been any good.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it's just math. 
 
Q.  Curious as you go back to the PGA, of the six majors you've won, how often do 
you go back during the year and see highlights of it? Has that changed from, say, the 
'04 Masters all the way through this one? Do you spend much time watching 
highlights of it? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that when you are in the middle or early part of your career and 
you win a big tournament, your mindset is, all right, let's go do it again, let go do it again, and 
you're more focused on what's coming up next. I don't know if you've seen my social media, 
I tend to not do that this time around. I mean, I'm enjoying the fact that I have the 
Wanamaker with me and that I will for another eight months and three days and -- no, I don't 
know (laughs.) So that has been -- I'm just cherishing that moment because all of the hard 
work and practice that I've put in to try to have special moments like that. 
 
Q.  If it's still fresh, what shot stands out to you the most from Kiawah? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  There were a couple of shots that stood out. I think the final round on 
No. 10 hitting that 7-iron through the wind to right behind the hole, that was a good shot. 
 
I think hitting that cut driver on 16 12 yards by Brooks' bomb, I thought that was nice.  
 
I felt standing on 18th tee with 322 to carry those right bunkers and knowing if I carried those 
bunkers or was left, I was going to win this tournament and know that I had the strength to 
carry that, that was another moment and feeling that I cherish. I don't feel I have that 
strength today, I had it at that particular time. So those feelings, those emotions, those 
moments were -- there's a lot more, but those come to mind. 
 
Q.  It's funny because the one they probably -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No. 5 bunker shot -- yeah. 
 
Q.  Why is that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Because it was a bonus, like I wasn't trying to make that. My 
expectation was, look, I need to get this up and down, I just made a bogey, I've got to 
stabilize this round and make a par on a hard hole and I'll make some birdies coming in. It 
was a nice bonus, but those aren't the shots I rely on to win a tournament. I rely on a shot 
like on No. 7 that I know I can pull off and I pulled it off at the right time. 
 
Q.  At whatever point in the future you become a Ryder Cup captain, I'm wondering if 
you thought at any point last week, knowing that this core group or a lot of these 
guys are going to be there when a lot of that happens for you, and the knowledge of 
how young a group this is and how many more Ryder Cups they're going to get 
together, is that fun to contemplate? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is. I think that there's a nucleus of good, young American players 
now that are going to be exciting to watch throughout the next decade plus. 
 
There's a lot of guys also that were not on the team that are going to be every bit as exciting 
and fun to watch, too. I don't think we're going to see the same 12, as young as they were. I 
think that there's still going to be turnover because there's a lot of good players that are still 
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competing. I mean, look at Sam Burns, he was inches away from being on, he'll most likely 
definitely be on the next one. I just don't see how a guy that talented won't be. So we're 
going to still have turnover amongst those guys. 
 
Q.  Freddie said this morning that the one thing the team, he said he didn't see 
anybody get nervous. He said they weren't scared. Was that maybe an important thing 
about that last week, these guys really didn't have any nerves out there, or did they 
and they hit it better? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't know what they were feeling inside, but whatever it was, they 
were able to perform at the highest level in that environment, which is not easy to do. 
 
Q.  Did you tune into Bryson's long drive performance at all? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  A little bit. I thought that was pretty cool and compelling what he did to 
make it to the Final 8. I can't even comprehend that. 
 
Q.  What are you working on in your game? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, now I'm going to try to hit it farther, watching Bryson, but for me 
it's getting my iron play back to the level that I know it can be and I feel I've made progress 
there. If I do, if I execute my short irons the way I believe I am or I'm starting to, which is 
similar to the time in the mid 2000s, I think I'm going to have a really good week here 
because this is a golf course that really favors a lot of good short iron play. 
 
Q.  What's Jim done to make this week unique? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  A lot of things. The experience overall for players, but to bring it to such 
a quality golf course and have a great sponsor and have the support from the community, all 
that allows the players to have a great experience because they do all the little things, 
whether it's having an incredible club with incredible food, the details of the practice facilities, 
after-hours, having great dinners or what have you, all those little things they've put a lot of 
thought into. 
 
Q.  Does it make you feel good in any way, you don't need the Champions Tour, 
you've got a Hall of Fame career already, but guys like a Brett Quigley, a Dicky Pride, 
guys who kind of need this as a second career, is it good that the Tour has this 
opportunity out there for guys like that to maybe get a second lease on life that didn't 
have the PGA TOUR career that they had probably dreamed about? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it's -- I think it's an incredible opportunity for guys my age to 
continue doing what we love, competing, and having a great quality of life doing it. It's fun to 
compete against your peers and guys that you've known for a long time and I think that 
there's also some interest from golf fans to continue to watch people they've watched for 
decades continue to play and compete. 
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So I think that there's a lot of good things about this tour. I know I haven't played it as much 
as I'd like to, but it's been very enjoyable when I have. 
 
Q.  Are you still on the task force?   
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  No, no. We have turnover on that on the players board, so I fell back, 
Zach Johnson went on and -- 
 
Q.  Just your point of view, I would be curious, we had the six captains picks this year 
just because of the pandemic and different situations. Do you think that should go 
back to eight qualifying and four or would you like to see -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't know the answer to that, to be honest, but I did find it interesting 
how the picks were really designed for the players of this golf course at Whistling Straits and 
I think there would have been different picks had we been in Rome or had we been --  
 
Q.  In France. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  -- in 2018 in France. I think having the right players for those courses 
are going to be a big deal. So I do think picks are important so that you have a little bit of 
flexibility as a captain to get guys that not only fit that particular golf course, but also support 
your core nucleus, your nucleus of guys which are the top 6 or 7 players that are going to be 
the crux of your points. You want to have them in an environment that they enjoy as well as 
with the right partners. So I do think that there's a lot of value to having picks for a captain to 
be able to create that setting. 
 
Q.  Would you have any input as to how many when it comes to -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I wouldn't. I don't really have any specific knowledge into areas of what 
it should be or shouldn't be. 
 
Q.  You had a great record at Quail Hollow. Is there any thought of pushing for the 
Presidents Cup or do you have that at all on your radar for next year? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it didn't really dawn on me. I mean, I learned a lot from Davis 
this past week. I really enjoyed -- 
 
Q.  I meant as a player, sorry.   
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I understand, but I'm just saying -- oh, I thought you meant as a 
captain. 
 
Q.  No. (Inaudible) play the two tours next year if you had to do west coast, let's say. 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  So let me start again by -- I'll answer it differently, but let me start by 
again saying I learned a lot from Davis and being around him. I really enjoy being around 
him and the times I've had a chance to play for him in the Ryder Cup and I would love an 
opportunity to play for him in the Presidents Cup, but I have to play at a higher level. You 
saw how great those guys are, right? There were six guys on the European team that I was 
higher in the ranking, I think, in the world ranking, but there were five or six guys that were 
still ahead of me on the American list, right? So we have such depth that it's going to be a 
big challenge for me to do that. But if I was able to, I would love to play for him. Those 
moments have been very special to me. 
 
Q.  What's something you learned from Davis? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, in the captain's room, the way he would -- he knew what to say, 
when to say it, when not to say it. He brought kind of an angle as to how to look at things 
whether it's pairings, whether it's format, who goes when, a lot of little things that he's fallen 
back on. He just has a lot of knowledge in this area. He's very good at bringing guys 
together and creating kind of a unifying or unity and getting guys to buy in to the reasoning 
and why they're playing, why they're playing with who, why they're teeing off on what hole 
and why they're not playing this second match and why it's better for the team if we do this. 
He just has a way of communicating that brings people together to buy in, and Stricker 
obviously as the captain was the leader in that, but I'm sure he learned a lot from Davis as I 
did. 
 
Q.  Phil, what did you think of Bernhard's look on hole 4?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  His look today? I thought it was an improvement, but that's -- I mean, 
that's more -- I think his wife would be a better judge on what she thought, but I thought it 
was an improvement. 
  


