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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2021      
 
JIM FURYK 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  We're here with Jim Furyk, the tournament host. Can you just talk 
about how great it is to be here this week? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, I mean, obviously really excited, a little bit nervous. I guess Monday 
morning was like maybe a feel of a major championship where I was just so excited to get 
things going, but also felt nervous, right?  
 
A lot of prep that goes into it. This has been over three years in the making, so it felt like this 
day or this week would never get here, and then the last few months have kind of flown by. 
I've been traveling a lot, a lot of preparation work from Tabitha and our team and they've 
done a great job. Real excited about the week and each and every day's kind of a new 
experience. Monday pro-am, Tuesday practice, but we had the concert and the pairings 
party last night. Wednesday, Thursday pro-am. Obviously nervously watching the weather, 
but so excited to be here at Timuquana, great golf course. The guys, so far everything I've 
heard is extremely positive. Not much not to like with a beautiful view of the city from here. 
Got some big days coming up to do some anti- rain dances or whatever it's going to take to 
try to hold off some of the major weather and if that's the case we'll get a bunch of folks in 
here to watch the tournament. 
 
Q.  What made you want to host an event? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, we had our event that we called Furyk & Friends for 10 years and we 
had a nice little niche and we were raising about half a million dollars each year for charity. 
 
I guess a couple different things. Getting close to 50, kind of watching some friends, saw 
Strick have a Champions Tour event, Davis up in Sea Island with the RSM, thinking about 
the possibilities. And then also it gave us an opportunity to grow. We had a nice niche and 
we were raising some good money, but we also didn't have a formula for growth, if that 
makes sense. 
 
So to be able to come in here and host a Champions Tour event. Now I've kind of fallen in 
love with the tour. At the time I hadn't played a Champions Tour event yet. We're trying to 
build an event on a tour that I never played an event on, so it's nice that I kind of have been 
around now for over a year. We're kind of coming out of COVID and I'm starting to see more 
build-outs, more fans at tournaments. That's what we envisioned for this event.  
 
Really, I guess, it was an opportunity more than anything else. It was an opportunity that 
Tabitha and I talked about and an opportunity for us to really showcase our city in 
Jacksonville and then also raise more money for charity. 
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Q.  What was it like playing in the city where you live all these years and what do you 
think it's going to be like doing the same plus running a tournament at the same time? 
 
JIM FURYK:  It was always a special week. I think THE PLAYERS, one that I probably put 
too much pressure on myself for most of my career, probably tried too hard. Didn't really get 
myself caught up in a lot of distractions. You know, Tabitha would take care of the tickets 
and whatever it may be, but I put a lot of pressure on myself. Never really played as well in 
that event as I would have liked. I did have a couple seconds late in my career so I had 
some good finishes. 
 
It was always fun. You like sleeping in your own bed and I always lived pretty close to TPC 
so getting over there and being at home was a great week. Then to feel a lot of support, a lot 
of fan support, especially the years that I got close when Martin won and then Rory won. To 
get close, to feel that love and that support was always fun.  
 
This is a little different. I think it will be an emotional week and a fun week no matter how I 
play. I mean, the support just for Tabitha and our team and myself, to have the fans come in 
and enjoy the week. If you've all seen kind of the build-out, especially on that back nine like 
10, 11, 13, 17, 18, kind of 16 with what the Patriots Outpost, that area's going to be a central 
location for most of our fans. I would expect them to be wild at times and a lot of fun and 
that's what we envision. 
 
So I think no matter how I play, it's going to be a great week. We're going to do a lot of good 
in the community. Obviously I'd love to play well, but I guess I'll start focusing a little bit on 
that. My final prep's tomorrow morning playing the pro-am so I'll start focusing a little bit 
more on my game and trying to get ready and get a little practice session in this afternoon. 
I'm excited. It's a different week, for sure, than I would be next week at SAS or the last event 
I played in Sioux Falls, Sanford. It's a totally different feel for me at the tournament, but a fun 
one. 
 
Q.  What advice, if any, did Stricker, Davis Love, maybe any other person hosting a 
tournament give you? 
 
JIM FURYK:  We just talked a lot. I think Tabitha even talked to Nicki and Robin, I talked to 
Steve and Davis. We just talked a lot about the foundations and how they worked and 
how -- we talked more about the tournament itself, not ever really playing in it, if that makes 
sense. I get a sense that it's going to be pretty difficult. I don't think many player hosts have 
won their event. Jack did at the Memorial? I don't think Strick won his event, but that's 
coming, Strick's too good.  
 
I didn't really talk about the playing side of things, I just really talked about kind of how they 
put together their foundations, how they worked, their team, hiring your tournament director, 
your ops team, how you kind of put it all together. There's a number of different ways you 
could do it. Davis and Strick do it in a little different fashions. We kind of did it in a little 
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different fashion as well, but they all have a lot of similarities and we had to kind of pick the 
right formula for us for this event, for this community, for this town and the right way to put it 
together. 
 
Q.  Do you think it's an accident or is it purposeful for the Champions Tour to be 
filling in a player with a tournament? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, now you make it sound like it was the Tour's idea. 
 
Q.  That's what I was asking, if you think it was a happy accident? 
 
JIM FURYK:  No, I think that they're -- the Champions Tour is very supportive of that. To 
have a player involved as a host is a good thing. I think it's a huge positive for the 
Champions Tour in my opinion. I think they felt the same way.  
 
So the blessing was there, but it was still us kind of going to the Champions Tour and asking 
for that blessing as far as here's our vision, here's what we would like to accomplish, what 
do we need to do first and foremost, find a title sponsor. So we went out, Tabitha and I, I 
went to Constellation, long-time partner with me. They wanted to build the event with us and 
help us here in Florida and then find a great golf course and kind of came to Timuquana and 
that was a positive and worked out real well. Just kind of built from there. 
 
I think the support, you look at the field, you look at -- I just think having a player-host, 
there's so many benefits that go around for it and the Tour is very supportive of that. 
 
Q.  I just wondered, because you had so many -- you have all the Ryder Cup people 
here. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, all the captains. 
 
Q.  And assistants. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, Zach's not old enough yet. 
 
Q.  That's right, I forgot. 
 
JIM FURYK:  He's getting there, he's getting there. 
 
Q.  But you have everybody who's over 50 who was with the Ryder Cup --  
 
JIM FURYK:  Yep. 
 
Q.  -- that's coming.  
 
JIM FURYK:  Paddy included, Robert Karlsson as well. 
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Q.  And you've got tons of major championship winners, multiple winners and even 
Phil's showing up.  
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, which is obviously a blessing and a huge boost in sales. I think a lot of 
it, like I mean we feel very, very lucky to have the field that we have, but you have to look at 
the dynamic on the Champions Tour versus the PGA TOUR is a bit different, right?  
 
On the PGA TOUR you're looking at 47 tournaments held over 43 weeks. Dustin Johnson's 
going to play, what, 22, 24 events a year? That's a pretty full schedule for a guy that's one of 
the best players in the world. But there's a lot more weeks, there's 43 weeks on Tour, bigger 
fields, deeper fields, if you will. 
 
We're 78 to 81 player field. This year we were supposed to have 28 events and shortened to 
24. You know, I want to play 22 events a year, I'm going to play pretty much every event on 
Tour. 
 
So as a tournament, one of the things like the members here playing golf, sponsors, well, 
who's going to play in the event? You have to understand we're different. Most of the guys 
are going to play -- we're over 50, some guys aren't healthy, something hurts. Scott 
McCarron had a surgery, I hope he's doing well. Some guys aren't going to be able to play, 
but for the most part you're going to get a real strong field. And some of the guys that are 
part-timers, like Strick's kind of been juggling because of the Ryder Cup, and Freddie, you 
know, he's not going to play 24 events. Who else? Phil, only his fourth event. So to have 
guys that aren't maybe playing week in and week out like I am and Ernie is and Bernhard is 
and have those guys come as well and support the event is phenomenal. 
 
Q.  You say you don't really have to twist the players' arms, but what were the 
conversations like to get a Darius Rucker, a Jack Nicklaus and Barbara to participate? 
 
JIM FURYK:  It means a lot to us. Darius has been very kind and we got to know Darius, I 
don't know, 15 years ago and he always told us that if you have something like a good 
cause, something charitable wise, I love doing that stuff, I'll come in, I'll play a show. If you 
can raise a bunch of money or figure out something for your foundation, I'm happy to do it. 
We hosted our first event in 2011 and he was our first concert ever. 
 
So kind of kick off our foundation, kick off our event and then have Darius Rucker come in, 
and he was at that time kind of blowing up in country music for the first time, it was a huge 
kickstart. And he came back five or six years later.  
 
Now we're having our first Champions Tour event and he's our first headliner as well. 
Scottie's a wonderful guy, he's been to a Tour event now two or three times and a great 
human being. So to kind of be able to do that and then host it. You know, we used to throw a 
concert for 400 people for our sponsors, now it's a venue that holds 5,000 people, it's 
amazing. I kind of pinch myself, but there's a lot of good folks in the world and when you're 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

5 

trying to raise some money for charity or do some good, they want to step out and help out.  
 
Obviously with Jack and Barbara coming, you know, we've looked up to them for -- that's 
one of my idols as a kid. Got to play for him in the Presidents Cup I think three times, maybe 
four, got to know him really well. Usually when we're together Tab's talking to Jack because 
they're talking Ohio State, Barbara and I are talking and keeping up with the families and the 
kids. 
 
But I feel like, not like they've adopted us, but I just feel like always part of the Nicklaus 
family just by how gracious they were. So to have the best player to ever live coming to your 
first event, doing a breakfast and speaking. It was fun to hear when we had made the 
announcement and I'm around town, I had a bunch of folks, whether playing golf, whether 
I'm at dinner and they mention the breakfast on Friday morning and how they can't wait to 
see Jack and Barbara, we're just amazed. It's fun to have them. 
 
Q.  What's the best piece of advice he's given you, Jack? 
 
JIM FURYK:  One thing I've learned about Jack right off the bat is he's tough. He doesn't 
sugarcoat much, he's very blunt, he's very forward and he's going to let you have it. Like if 
you're playing bad, he knows and he's going to let you have it. 
 
But I've also noticed that, when I played early in my career and he was still playing in the 
Memorial, he was so tough on himself. Like no one was harder on himself than Jack and 
that's probably why he drove himself to be the best of all time.  I love how just truthful he is.  
 
And one of the -- I don't know if I've got -- what I can say for the best advice.  One of the 
best days I've had on the golf course was when we played the Presidents Cup in South 
Africa and he was our captain and we had that amazing day and the playoff with Ernie and 
Tiger. I was first out that day, so Mike Weir and I played, our match ended on the 17th hole. I 
was the first match out and also the first match to be completed. Jack tried as a captain to 
try and be there to shake everyone's hand. He was on that green when we finished and 
goes, "What are you doing?" I said, "I want to go watch the guys." He goes, "Well, hop in the 
cart with me."  
 
I spent the next two and a half hours riding with Jack Nicklaus as he's captaining the 
Presidents Cup team, and it was an intense two and a half hours as far as how the matches 
were going to be. Just to hear his perspective and his take on the matches and the game 
and what he was seeing was -- he was there and talking, but I rode in the cart the entire day. 
I was kind of pinching myself going, "This is the coolest day ever." 
 
And I was as nervous as could be because the matches were so tight. Still the best playoff 
probably, at the end of the day one of the -- I know ties aren't supposed to be that much fun 
but a great ending actually. It ended the way it should have, I guess, which is hard to say in 
a tie, but it ended the way it was supposed to. 
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Q.  Now that you've had a full year out here on PGA TOUR Champions, can you just 
speak a little about being able to have a career after turning 50, what that's been like? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, we're blessed, and the guys understand it. They understand that it's a 
second lease on life and they're -- I'm not sure there's any other sport, maybe bowling, we 
have some professional bowlers over 50 that can still compete, but to have the Tour, the 
Champions Tour, and we're in a really strong spot. You go down the field list and the 
namesakes, the guys that are playing, and it's competitive. Guys are shooting some scores. 
You shoot even par on Friday and you feel like, okay, well, let's see if I can somehow 
squeak back in the top-10 in this thing. You feel like you've been lapped by half the field. 
 
I love it. I wasn't sure, no one is, before you're 50 you're not sure what you're going to think 
or how it's going to play out. You know, four-round tournaments go to three, the dynamic 
changes.  
 
I'll say this:  I love my cart on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. It's the greatest invention 
of all time. I walk when it comes to tournament time, but I ended up really liking the 
three-round tournaments. It's a bit of a sprint, you have to get out there and get aggressive 
and make some birdies. You can't really afford to have a bad nine because now you've only 
got five more to catch up instead of seven.  
 
But I've enjoyed it. I've enjoyed being with some old friends. I've said it a million times, you 
guys have heard it, there's this idea that we're all sitting around in the locker room and we're 
having a beer and a glass of wine. I went to my first event in Flint and the range was packed 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. I mean packed. Putting green, it was hard to get a 
spot or a hole to putt at. The chipping green, they've got those three little chipping greens at 
Warwick Hills and it was hard to find a spot to go.  
 
Practice. I started laughing, like, yeah, everyone's drinking wine and beer and no one's 
working hard. But the guys enjoy it.  
 
They do a great job in the pro-am. We went to the pairings party last night, we had 25 guys 
at the pairings party. We didn't pay them to go to the pairings party, we just asked if they'd 
come and see the concert. Guys do a good job. They treat your guests, your sponsors, your 
friends, they treat them well and I think they really appreciate the opportunity that we've 
been given to come out here and compete and play and put on a show for the communities 
we play in.  
 
And a lot of the communities -- not this one, but a lot of them, you know, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, St. Louis is a big city, but rarely has a Tour event -- we're kind of reaching out to 
cities that the Tour doesn't go to and kind of in my mind we're making that umbrella that the 
Tour puts out, we're making it that much stronger as well. 
 
Q.  Do you think, Jim, when you talk about willingness to go to pairings parties and 
things like that and appreciation towards sponsors that it's different now than it was 
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maybe when these guys were in their 30s, yourself included? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, yeah, I think when I was 30 I was so -- 30, I didn't have kids, so yeah, I 
kind of lived and breathed on every shot and so focused on trying to advance my career. I 
still want to play well and I still -- I'm still working at my game, but my outlook on life is a lot 
different. You're a father and there's things that are just so much more important in life. I'm 
still really competitive, I still am hard on myself and work just as hard on my game now as I 
ever did, but I guess for me personally, it's hard to step in everyone else's shoes, I have 
things in a lot better perspective now than I did when I was 30, but I think that drive and that 
kind of one direction and tunnel focus probably was -- allowed me to become a good player 
and advance my career.  
 
But looking back, there's things I wish I would have done differently and maybe smelled the 
roses a little bit more and taken some time out for other things as well. But we're lucky we 
still get to do it. Like I said, there's no other sport that guys can do what we do in front of -- I 
mean, if the weather's good this week, we're going to have at least 8,000 fans out there, 
which is a big Champions Tour, but I think we're going to get more and significantly more on 
a small piece of property. It's going to feel crowded out there if the weather's good. 
 
Q.  Do you think guys, and you can throw yourself in there if you will, would have 
gone to a pairings party if they weren't slipped a little something on the side back in -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  I went to some when I was asked, but most of the time I didn't even know 
about them, to be honest with you. The Tour didn't really -- at the time wasn't promoting, 
hey, come to the pairings party, but if the sponsor asked me to or if I knew some of the folks. 
I mean, Dan Sullivan at the Memorial, once in a while I did some stuff, did like a media expo 
with them and Jaime Diaz and I did it together.  
 
I did certain things for the sponsors when asked because it was good for the tournament, but 
they try not to ask a lot and they tried to kind of pick a person out here or 10 visits, sponsor 
visits.  
 
Pairings parties, I didn't go to many of them, but I didn't know a lot about them. I remember I 
filled in for Tiger one year when he was hurt, didn't play in L.A. and they needed someone to 
go. His team asked and I said absolutely, I'll go down there and do it, but it was never 
posted. Champions Tour, I get a text every week saying come to the pairings party. And I 
need to start going to more than I am, too. 
 
Q.  When you were on Tour, what did you think of the Champions Tour? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, when I was -- when I was 25 or 30, the Champions Tour actually had a 
pretty good boom because you had Jack and Arnold and Chi Chi and Lee and you had 
some massive names turning 50 about that time. I think I've got my time scale right. The 
Tradition was a huge event right before the Masters and it got great viewership. 
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I never even played that course in Phoenix, but I remember watching the Tradition every 
year before the Masters and I felt like Jack won it every darn year, or had a chance, but I 
watched that event a lot.  
 
There was a time when the Champions Tour was on ESPN every week and their ratings 
were pretty darn good, but a lot of it was the names that were playing. It was all the guys 
that I idolized that were the best players of the '70s and '80s. This is now 2000, '95 to 2000, 
so it was kind of -- it was kind of fun to watch, right? I feel like not that it hasn't been great in 
between, but I feel like we're in an era right now, if you look at the names in this field from 
age 50 to 60, it's pretty incredible the number of Hall of Famers, the number of guys that 
have massive names, and every month someone's turning 50. To have Paddy make his 
debut here is really cool in my opinion. 
 
As I got to 35, as I got to 40 and people would say, "Are you going to play the Champions 
Tour?" Most of my peers would be like, "I don't know, like I don't know." Then as we got to 
45, you go, "Well, you know, maybe." And then we got to like our late 40s, and we're like, 
"Hey, who are we kidding? What the hell else are we going to do?" That's what we know 
how to do, that's what we love to do, but there was always that, like at 42, "Hmm, I don't 
know."  
 
You have to look like where you're at in life. At 42 I had been playing the Tour for almost 20 
years, my kids were in grade school, junior high. There was a time when it was tough to get 
in the car and go because my family was at home and I was missing little league or I was 
missing, you know, a recital or whatever it may be and you kind of were like, oh. And I kind 
of had to manage my time and try to maybe limit my schedule and be at home.  
 
Then you start getting to 50 and now Caleigh's in college and Tanner's a senior in high 
school and I still, I want to see games and I want to get up there and see some of her meets, 
but now I find I can play more and I'm enjoying it again. I had a little time off and I had it to 
where I had it down to about 18 events and I had some injuries and now I'm like, you know 
what, I don't want to play 18 events, I want to play 22 or 23 or 24. I want to get out there and 
get after it. 
 
Q.  How about guys like Dicky Pride and Cameron Beckman that are kind of playing 
the best golf of their entire career now post-50, what can you kind of chalk that rebirth 
up to? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, I think guys that keep themselves in good shape. Dicky missed some 
time on the Tour just from injury, right, from health issues. So there's a hunger and there's a 
drive. I think you can stay competitive.  
 
Like a guy like Fred Funk in my opinion, Kenny Perry who stayed real competitive until 50 
years old, I mean Kenny's big, strong, hit it hard. Freddie, one of the shortest guys on Tour. 
What do I attribute it to? Well, he's a great player but there was always a hunger and a drive 
and a work ethic and I think that's what you see out here. If you keep yourself in pretty good 
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shape and you can still hit the ball pretty hard, this tour, you're going to get a few more short 
irons, you're going to get -- it's going to come down to -- bombing it's fine, but you still have 
to wedge it, you still have to make some putts, you still have to shoot a bunch under par, but 
if your hunger and drive is there and you're still working at your game, you're going to have a 
chance to compete out here.  
 
And there's some great -- I mean, Scott Parel, great player. You go down the list of guys like 
that. Right now the one that has got my interest is, I've only said hello to him out here, but 
Steven Alker, I mean, five events -- got a Korn Ferry card this year, he's played five events, 
he scratched and clawed to get into some of them and five top-10s? I mean, that's pretty 
damn impressive. So I think it's a cool story.  
 
But there's a bunch of guys like that that, you know, it's great that you have Ernie and 
Freddie and Retief and Vijay and Bernhard, the guys that you recognize, but to have -- and 
it's hard -- there's not a lot of opportunities, but the guys that are good enough, that's the 
greatest thing about our sport is if you're good enough, you always find a way to make it 
happen. Whether it's Korn Ferry Tour, the PGA TOUR, the Champions Tour, if you're good 
enough, you'll find a way to get out here and compete. There's a lot of great stories like that 
as well. 
 
Q.  Would you speak to Fluff for a minute? A couple of long-time relationships broke 
off the last couple weeks. A, how did you get together with him as your caddie? 
What's been sort of the key for -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  Who are the couple? I know Jimmy and JT. Who's the other one? 
 
Q.  Bubba and Ted Scott. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Oh, really? I've got to read more news. Wow, those both actually really 
surprise me. I actually really like all four folks.  
 
It's a little bit -- I used to joke that tournament week, when I was traveling with my family and 
the kids were in the car and we had the dog with us and Tab was there, I used to joke that if 
you took away the time I was sleeping, I spent a lot more time with Fluff than I spent with 
Tabitha. And it's true, it might even be double, if that makes sense.  You know, it becomes a 
bit of a marriage and the amount of time you spend, it's not only a working relationship, but a 
friendly one as well.  
 
I guess a couple compliments I can give to Fluff, one, he loves what he does. He really 
enjoys being at the course, he enjoys being with the guys in the caddie yard, he comes to 
work every day and really enjoys what he does for a living. So everyone should be that 
lucky. I think that type of attitude and having that in your life, it rubs off on other people. He's 
easy to get along with, well liked.  
 
He's been great on my bag. His cadence, whether it's the 60s or what, his cadence is kind of 
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slow. Even though I'm a pretty calm guy by nature, when I get excited, get in contention, I 
want to get moving, and Fluff, there's not a lot of getting moving. He works at the same pace 
and his pace kind of dictates my pace if that makes sense. It keeps me in a good rhythm. 
 
But I would say the second compliment I can give Mike is he's the same guy whether I shoot 
58 or 82. He doesn't change. There's something to be said for that. I've watched a lot of 
guys on Tour, I've watched their reaction, I've watched caddies' reactions when their player 
wasn't playing well and there's a lot of guys making a mental note and say. "I would never 
hire that guy because of that," their mannerisms when their player isn't looking, and Fluff's 
just not like that, he's the same guy. 
 
The only thing I ever notice about him that changes is if we're in contention, his accent 
comes out a little more, the Maine accent. The R is stuck. I don't hear any Rs anymore and 
that's when I know he's moving juiced up. 
 
He doesn't change and it's been good, it's been a great partnership. He's been on the bag 
now since '99, so over 22 years. The guy's 73 years old and he's carrying a 40-pound sack 
six to eight miles a day, and some of the courses we play out here are hilly. It's kind of 
funny, like if I wanted to ride, I can. If Fluff wants to ride, he can't. So I guess he's the 
athlete, I don't know. 
 
It's amazing that he gets around and he keeps up, does a good job on the bag and I enjoy 
having him. 
 
Q.  How did you come to work with him? How did that come about? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I let my caddie go in March of '99 at THE PLAYERS actually. He was a great 
kid -- he's since passed away -- but he was notoriously late for the tee time. I just got to a 
point where it was a problem and let him go.  
 
Tiger had let Fluff go I think a couple months prior and the bag was open. Actually, Tabitha 
gave him a call. She knew that I kind of had to let Steve go and gave him a call to see if he 
was open. She let me know he was, so I called and the Masters was the first event that he 
worked for me. So we went a little bit early and everyone was worried that he wouldn't be 
able to adjust to my bag and going from Tiger to me and a distance gap. I started laughing, I 
go, "It's easy to caddie for me, I hit it like everyone else does." I don't know how the heck he 
caddied for Tiger. Like you can do that, you can figure anything out. I mean, he was hitting 
2-irons farther and bombing it.  
 
We started out the very first day. So when he took two and a half months off, Fluff was quite 
a bit heavier back then, if you all remember and see the pictures. So he had two and a half 
months off, he got lazy and he put a lot of weight on. The first day we went into Augusta, I 
was playing by myself on the weekend like the Saturday and they got some really strange 
early April weather and it was like 88 degrees, hot and I'm playing by myself, so I'm going to 
whip around this place in three hours, no problem, right?  
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Fluff hadn't been out walking and hadn't been on the course, he was like 10 pounds heavier 
at the time and he had to be 50 yards behind me walking up that hill on 18. When he got to 
the bottom and dropped the bag he was like [heavy breathing.] I was staring at that big 
mustache and I go, "Buddy, I'm going to tell you right now, if it comes down to you dying and 
mouth-to-mouth, it's going to be a 50/50 call," and he started laughing, he doubled over. He 
goes, "We're going to get along just fine." He was dying for air.  
 
He looks back and goes, "I can't believe what you had to be thinking, like what the hell did 
you get yourself into at that point," but I knew he was a good caddie and I had been around 
Jake and him a lot, I had been around Tiger and him some, but I met him through Jake a 
little bit and it's just been a good partnership. 
  


