
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2021      
 
FRED COUPLES 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  Fred Couples, first-year event, Jim Furyk is the host, just start with 
your overall thoughts on being here. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No, I saw it on the schedule and I think Jim and I played a few times this 
year and I was excited to come. And I've heard nothing but great things about the golf 
course, which is great, too. I'm not kind of playing that well at the moment, I've had a couple 
weeks off and my back's a little out of it, but I'm excited to be here. And Jim has been a 
friend for 30 years and what he does down here is great and just to be a small part of it. I've 
heard all about the field that we have and I think every tournament we have has a great field, 
but this is way up over the top. Phil's here and Stricker's here, so it will be a fun week. 
 
Q.  Fred, you didn't necessarily need the Champions Tour, you had so much success 
on the PGA TOUR, but for guys like a Brett Quigley, a Kent Jones, Paul Goydos, is it 
nice that the Champions Tour is out there as a safety net for these guys to maybe 
have another lease on life and have an extended career? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, I don't think I'm too different than probably a lot of players when 
they're 44 or 45 when they say, "You know, I don't know how much I'll play out there." It's a 
lot of fun. So for guys like Quigley to win Morocco, to see that, it gives you a spurt. And then 
he's played well you since then. Paul Goydos has always been a good player. There's other 
people, too. 
 
But for me personally, you know, I enjoy it, I like the pairings. I don't know who I'm going to 
get Friday, but I would guarantee 20 years ago it would be probably like a last Sunday 
pairing if I get Ernie Els or Furyk or Davis Love and Steve Stricker. So then you've got to 
shoot good scores to continue to get these what I consider guys I've known forever. It 
doesn't mean Brett Quigley's not a great player, I don't know Brett as well as Ernie Els. So 
when I play with Brett, it's always interesting to see how good they play, and everyone out 
here plays the game very, very well. 
 
Q.  You were at the Ryder Cup --  
 
FRED COUPLES:  I was, yeah. 
 
Q.  -- and you looked like you were having a blast. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  I try, I try. My -- I was at the Ryder Cup, my guys in my pod were Xander 
Schauffele, Patrick Cantlay, DJ and Morikawa. I had a good group to watch. 
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Q.  Did any of them lose? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Let me tell you, Dustin Johnson and Morikawa, the one round that I did 
see them play, it was some unreal golf. And then Patrick and X-Man, for me watching, I just, 
you know, what can you say? I just kept saying, "You know, just wear them down with your 
ball-striking, you guys are hitting it so pure."  And first match they won the first five holes 
against Rory and Poulter and no one saw that coming. It was like, wow, this is the start to 
the Ryder Cup, we're 5 up after five and everyone played well. It.  
 
Was a lot of fun to be around. I've never seen people not nervous in my life. I know when 
they got to the first tee, but there was something going, I don't quite get it. They're all better 
players than probably I've ever been, but there was just -- there wasn't much nerves. I don't 
know if they totally liked the course, if they were all on all cylinders, all 12 were playing really 
well, which you rarely see even with Europe and they've beaten us several times as 
everyone knows, but none of our guys had any issues playing, hitting balls, playing that 
course. Everyone looked great and that's why we won so easily. 
 
Q.  Do you see any similarities between Cantlay and a younger David Duval? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Wow, what a -- I've never looked at them the same. I will say David 
Duval and Cantlay have the same look on the golf course. They don't get too excited and 
they certainly don't get flustered. I don't think David ever got flustered. If I remember right, 
the two times that I feel like, when he shot 59 at PGA West and then when he won at the 
Ryder Cup, help me out, whatever course it was, those two times were amazing. But other 
than that, he won 14 or 18 times and he just did it the way David Duval does it. 
 
So if you look at Cantlay, I think Cantlay did very well with the fans at the Ryder Cup. I was 
with him every round and most of his deal would be walk to the green, he held his hand like 
that, he just kind of -- a couple times he would -- most of the time he did that. And I love him. 
I've known him 10 years and I've played a lot of golf -- when I say a lot, he's no longer in 
Newport, he's in Florida now, but I know his game, I love his game. He's not a guy -- 
 
Q.  No real weakness to him. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No real weakness and he hits shots. He reminds me of an old-school 
player in today's market. He's very good, whereas Duval for years just overpowered 
everybody and they both have their way of doing it. That's a good comparison. 
 
Q.  What was your either favorite or most interesting Ryder Cup of all the ones you've 
played in and been an assistant in? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, it's been so long ago and I think I was on two winning teams. Davis 
Love made a huge putt at The Belfry and I still have the sweater with his hands up and 
pictures of it. 
 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

3 

This was pretty cool. Again, I was the throw-in captain assistant because Tiger couldn't 
make it, but once I got there, it's so fun seeing every player.  
 
It was a very interesting Ryder Cup, I must say. Each day was the exact same and maybe it 
was good that they all weren't hanging around together in the team room. We were all down 
there, but a lot of times -- in the old days there were ping pong matches, there were pool 
matches, they were guys popping in and out, but they had a workout room right next door 
and most of them were in there. My job for that was I could go to the door and just look in, 
but I never could step through there because I thought I'd fall into some deep hole because I 
don't go into workout rooms very often, but I did see some amazing things with Koepka. A lot 
of the wives were working out because of COVID, they couldn't go anywhere. So it was right 
there. 
 
People say, "Why was the team room quiet?" Well, the workout room wasn't. We couldn't 
leave the hotel, we couldn't go anywhere, couldn't see your family. No one wanted to 
somehow get ill and have COVID.  
 
So we all were a great team, but this one was phenomenal. Steve Stricker was over-the-top 
amazing. He handled everybody, including the five assistants, like he knew exactly what he 
was doing. 
 
Q.  Fred, do you want to be the captain and have you lobbied in the past and to what 
extent? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  You know, I lobbied with that guy over there, Jay Haas, after we did well 
in the Presidents Cup a few times and it just didn't work out, but now I'm a little old for the 
system. I mean, would I like to be Ryder Cup captain? Of course, but that's probably not 
going to happen.  
 
I do know this, when I go into those rooms, Presidents Cup more because lately I've been 
on all these teams as a captain or assistant, you know, I can just see in their eye 
something's going on. And it's easy. Golf is kind of secondary for me. I was a good player 
and I knew my game, but I can feel out other people's games pretty easily, I just have a 
knack for saying what's going on and I enjoy that. I like two minutes with these guys. And 
Dustin Johnson, I could walk with him every fairway, he's one of my all-time favorites. He 
went 5-0. 
 
Q.  6-0 if you include the press conference.  
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, the press conference was a home run for Dustin Johnson, yeah. 
And then after it was not as wild as people think it was. He's our oldest guy, our team leader 
and he was great the whole week. 
 
Q.  How would you compare it to Brookline? 
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FRED COUPLES:  I wasn't at Brookline, but I watched it -- 
 
Q.  You weren't? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No, I wasn't part of that. I was close, I was going to be a pick if I had a 
chance, but I wasn't picked. That was pretty amazing. I watched all of it and I can remember 
a lot of things going on. That was just an amazing Sunday comeback, all that.  
 
Then I was Davis' assistant in Chicago and we were up 10-6 and that was one of the most 
gut wrenching Sunday nights of all time because I just, I never thought that could happen, 
where they could win that many points and they did. And this one was my next Ryder Cup 
besides watching it and it was fun to be a part of. 
 
Q.  Your game is obviously suited -- to get off the subject a little bit, your game's 
suited to THE PLAYERS Championship, that course. Davis' is, too. Why do you think 
Davis' game meshes so well with that course? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I played the year he won. It was the easiest in kind of a mediocre 
day. You can look, he wore his coat, his favorite and famous windbreaker the whole day and 
it was I think 64. He bogeyed the third hole. It was the easiest 64 I've ever shot the year. 
Well, two times that I won I shot very good scores one of the rounds. I think it's a course 
where a guy with that kind of length, although now everyone hits it long, but back then if you 
were a really long hitter and you could have eight, nine wedges to those greens, because 
they're teeny, you had an advantage. Nowadays everyone hits it long. So it's really more 
putting now than I think 20 years ago and longer it was a lot of ball-striking. A lot of good 
players couldn't play it. I happened to get lucky a handful of times and I had some other 
horrible rounds there, too. Very challenging. 
 
So for Davis, just the way he plays the game, he hits it high, hits it long and he's an unreal 
putter with great -- people don't -- they underestimate his short game. His short game is 
great. For him to win there was not a shock at all. 
 
Q.  Your reputation I think as a Presidents Cup captain is just how much guys really 
enjoyed playing for you, and you could say the same about Stricker, the Presidents 
Cup and Ryder Cup. What do you guys share in common that makes guys respond 
the way they do do you think? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  First of all, I've had great captains. Tom Watson, Dave Stockton, Ray 
Floyd, Lanny Wadkins, Curtis Strange, Tom Kite. I mean, those are guys that have been 
around. To answer that politely, again, there were no problems. Maybe I didn't play enough 
with Davis Love, that might be the only problem. I don't know if I'll ever sit down with every 
captain and say, "Why didn't you do that?"  
 
First of all, Steve is probably not any bigger than one of those players, meaning his record. 
He's not -- it's not like Mike Krzyzewski walked in there, it's Steve Stricker. And the same 
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thing with me, and so we feel comfortable with that and we have no egos. Whatever you say 
can be escalated into something, but Steve Stricker has zero ego, and I would rather see 
our team win the Ryder Cup or the Presidents Cup than me to ever play another good round 
of golf. It's just part of a team thing is amazing.  
 
I will say this, when I saw Rory after his match, he was the first group out and I was with 
Cantlay, the second group and Rory won on 16, I think Cantlay won on 15, I didn't see the 
interview, but I saw him talking and it was pretty riveting stuff. He took it really hard. When 
you win, it's a pretty easy gig, tell everyone how great the team is, but when you don't, you 
come up with "I played bad, it was all on me, the captain was great."  So the captains are 
always great, it's just up to the players. When you get the players to maybe hit one better 
shot because you're tapping them on the butt telling them how good they are. I love telling 
Dustin Johnson how good he is and how good a shot he hits, and now Morikawa is -- he 
might be my favorite player. He drives it a certain length. 
 
Q.  I thought Dustin was your favorite player. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, Dustin's my favorite player, he's older, but I'm talking about young 
kids. Again, Schauffele and Patrick, they're all great, but I'm just saying shot-making from all 
these guys, Morikawa was amazing. 
 
Q.  What's an example? What was that moment, whether it was at this Ryder Cup or a 
previous Presidents Cup or something, where you felt like you got an extra shot out 
of somebody? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I think with Cantlay and X-Man, they're easy, they're always 
coming to me. I'm just walking close to them on the side and they'll come over and say, "Are 
you kidding me? Scheffler's 4 up after 4?"  I'm like, "Yeah, let's worry about what's going on 
right here, you're playing great." He goes, "No, but I just love that red."  
 
It's just little things. You can't say a whole lot whereas the Presidents Cup you can get 
the -- you can be captain a little bit. Here, none of us could really go up and say, "Hey, the 
pin's back left here, you've got to be careful." You've just got to talk sports, you've got to talk 
about their games, you've got to talk about how good they're swinging.  
 
And one thing on Saturday night, when two friends -- I didn't even realize this, I don't think 
any of us did, but the first six pairings, we had five rookies. And my buddies text me, "Holy 
cow, you're putting four rookies out five of the first six?"  
 
I'm like, So, rookies? These guys are rookies? One rookie's won two majors, the other guy's 
Player of the Year, just won his last three of five events. X-Man can play against anybody, 
and then we had Scottie Scheffler, who went up against Rahm and was completely ready for 
it. He loved the pairing and birdieing the first four holes really helped. 
  


