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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 11, 2021      
 
KEN TANIGAWA 
 
 
Q.  All right, Ken.  Great second round here.  Just your thoughts.  You had some 
good mojo going out there, you and Rod especially.  
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Q.  Tell us a little bit about that.  
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  It was fun to play with Rod and Woody.  I mean, they are both fun to 
play with, right?  So, yeah, I was holing some putts.  And Rod did, too.  So, I mean, it's 
fun when you play with another player that's playing really well, so it kind of keeps the 
momentum going. 
 
Q.  And talk about that front nine.  You had two eagles out there. 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Right.  I mean, it's -- I can't tell you the last time I had two eagles on 
nine holes. 
 
The par 5's, I hit them in two, and really putts that you really shouldn't make that I ended 
up holing and making.  So I was -- that was a bit of a bonus. 
 
Q.  When you have another guy and you're playing so well, are you paying real 
close attention to that?  I mean, does it drive you a little bit more, or do you have 
to just -- 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Well, I don't think you're really paying a lot of attention to that 
specifically, but you know that they're playing well.  So I think it's just the whole -- like 
you said, the mojo of the group.  And sometimes it can go the other way.  When 
everybody's kind of playing lousy golf, it kind of sucks everybody in, right?  So, I mean, 
it's fun to play with Rod.  And he played great.  And no surprise there. 
 
Q.  You had kind of a different path, right, over the last couple years to get to this 
point? 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Yeah, I mean -- to play on the PGA Tour Champions? 
 
Q.  Yeah, because you went back to amateur status or --  
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Yeah, for a long time, which was a lot of fun.  And then to try to go 
through Q-School as an amateur and to get my card as a -- so I wasn't going to turn pro 
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for five spots.  I mean, that would have been silly, right?  So -- and then to be able to get 
my card and here I am four years later, yeah, it's a pinch-me moment, yeah, for sure. 
 
Q.  Had you ever given -- not given up, but ruled out the chance of this, or was it 
something that was always in the back of your mind? 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  I'm going to be honest with you, it really kind of wasn't.  I had a 
whole different life and it was great.  And no, I mean, I started playing some amateur 
golf when I got to my mid, later 40s, and had some success in my state of Arizona. 
 
Q.  Right. 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  And then the guys where I played -- I played with quite a few of the 
Tour guys out there.  I played Whisper Rock Golf Club in Scottsdale.  So they kind of 
egged me on, you should try it, you should try it.  But I really didn't know I could try the 
Q-School as an amateur, to be honest with you. 
 
Q.  Oh, okay. 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  So that kind of checked the box.  And it was at home at TPC 
Scottsdale, where I live.  So it kind of checked those boxes for me to try it. 
 
Q.  So you needed -- you needed people to kind of -- 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Well, yeah, because I had the amateur life and our business beyond 
that. 
 
Q.  Sure. 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  So it wasn't really, hey, once I turned 50 -- because I was out of the 
game.  And I understand golf, right?  So to bridge that to say, hey, I could compete 
against these guys is a little bit of a pipe dream there, right?  To be honest with you.  To 
say, hey, I have been out of the game and all of a sudden I could go beat Bernhard 
Langer or compete alongside Fred Couples, it's -- it could be a tall order.  But, yeah, it's 
unbelievable that I'm here, and just a big plus. 
 
Q.  Took that leap of faith somewhere along the line? 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  For sure, yeah.  And it's worked out unbelievably. 
 
Q.  What business did you have? 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  We manufactured -- in Japan, we manufactured the private 
accessories to major department stores.  So it would be like your Japanese room in 
Nordstrom, Saks, and stuff like that.  So it's a company we invested in, so -- buying you 
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out, and so we spun out of it.  It's good. 
 
Q.  Was that a while ago? 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Yeah, this was 2005 or so.  So it's been a while.  So, yeah, I was a 
working guy, which was fine, and playing amateur golf, which was a lot of fun.  You 
know, you play for kicks and giggles. 
 
Q.  Arizona? 
 
KEN TANIGAWA:  Yeah, just because it -- at the end of the day, it doesn't matter, right?  
It's just -- you play great, it's great.  You play bad, it's -- it's fine.  It's just -- 
 
Q.  Thank you.   
 


