
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 24, 2021      
 
STUART APPLEBY 
 
 
Q.  First time out on Champions Tour.  Can you tell us about your first round 
today? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  I had no idea what to expect.  I was a bit nervous starting.  I 
haven't played any golf really at all, much.  Just getting 18 holes completed has been 
really difficult.  So and then walking the practice rounds, didn't really know how I'd feel.  
Legs pretty tired.   
 
Game was pretty rusty today.  Sort of felt -- felt all right.  I got off to a good start.  I was a 
bit nervous, with the cameras around.  I haven't really seen anything like that for a while.  
So that was a bit strange.  I hadn't used a pencil.  I got 8 scores to write down on the 
card.  I mean, I'm like, I'm going to screw this up.  So I was happy to get out of the day.   
 
Hit more shots than I thought I was going to out of the middle.  I still got to get a bit more 
confident with my putting.  The greens were a bit tricky in the afternoon.  But, I mean, a 
good day.  So now I have really got to go and sense what do I want to get out of this 
week, what -- I'm not trying to get too superstitious, and how much stretch do I do to 
keep my back going and all those sort of things.  The weather was cold, and I felt 
reasonable today. 
 
Q.  What was it like seeing all of your old friends back on Tour, and how have they 
embraced you? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  They are being really fantastic.  And I think I know probably 95 
percent of them.  It is a little strange to go, oh, yeah, there's so and so, because you 
might not have seen them for -- guys like Pampling I haven't seen in maybe two or three 
years really.  But then you go back with -- Jerry Kelly is obviously out here doing really 
well.  He has -- since my first year playing on the Tour, on the Korn Ferry.  And then you 
got right back to -- well, Steve Jones I know, obviously.  And Bernhard Langer I sort of 
knew a little bit, but he went out on Tour here and just dominated.  So I could go on and 
on with the guys that I really either knew recently or knew 15 years ago, plus.  So it is 
sort of strange.  It's way easier on my brain than the current Tour, because I just don't 
know half -- you know, you see the new crop come in from the Korn Ferry, and who's 
that?  And you spend six months trying to work out who it is. 
 
Q.  What has the preparation been like to get to this point, to be able to come back 
out here and play again? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Really, really, really difficult.  Really questioned my -- everything, 
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trying to get just here.  I sort of wanted to play last week, but I just was hitting it terrible.  
Body wasn't quite right.  And that's been the thing, the body has been terrible.  Just don't 
have many reps under my belt.   
 
And with COVID, my coach not being able to come from Australia, or come easily, and 
have to quarantine back.  And my swing is just not quite -- I haven't quite got it right.  So 
I'm trying to be really gentle on myself this week and sort of baby-steps it and get the 
body for the week and then -- and get -- then get the reps and again my brain going and 
sort of see, see where I fit. 
 
I don't think I have ever shot that low, that score, on this course ever, when I was playing 
better.  And we played almost back tees, which is a bit scary in this cold weather. 
 
Q.  And this tournament is a little bit different with the juniors and the amateurs.  I 
heard that you spent a lot of time with your junior.  What was that like? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Well, my caddie was brilliant.  He went out with -- did my 18 
yesterday.  He then went out with her for 18, until dark yesterday, and her girlfriends, 
and just got them lined up with what we're going to do, what we're going to hit.  And he 
was brilliant out there today.  She played awesome.  She swung it so good.  I mean, 
fantastic.  And he's like, okay, here's the yardage, here's what it's playing, the wind, the 
break, the bounce, and he totally -- like I just said, he was like a goat herder.  He kept 
herding us today, both of us today, and bounced us down the fairway.  And he did not 
have to do that.  I have never seen someone work so hard for someone else.  
Double -- he had double -- two pin sheets and two everything to get that done.  So that 
was huge for her.  And I would love to see how she's going to play the rest of the week. 
 
Q.  Thank you.  Appreciate it.   
  


