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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
September 19, 2021      
 
MAVERICK McNEALY  ( -18) 
 
 
Q.  Mav, great second-place finish. Talk about the swing at 17 that obviously is what it 
boiled down to. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, I was just trying to hit the same shot I hit yesterday, which is 
a low 2-iron. Caught it off the heel and it caught the last branch of the tree and dropped 
straight back. Standing there from 195 yards with a 6-iron and I hit it exactly -- it was a great 
second shot -- exactly where I wanted to play to and misjudged the lie.  
 
That's something that I want to work on going forward. I play most of my practice rounds in 
the morning on Tuesday, I'm going to start playing later in the afternoon and just get a better 
feel for how those lies react because I was pretty good in the morning, but had a few short 
game mishaps late in the day that I think just conditions I've got to get better at. 
 
Q.  You showed a lot of moxie coming back with eagle on 18. You had a smile on your 
face and the crowd loved it. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, that was fun. I mean, good golf's more fun than bad golf, for 
sure. It was a great drive, great second shot and why not just make it, you know. Make sure 
Max knows that I was right there. But he played awesome and man, he came out of 
nowhere on the back nine. 
 
Q.  Talk about the whole week, though. Solo second. I mean, all in all it really was a 
good week.  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It was a great week. I learned a lot. I was really proud of my round 
today. Obviously it's an uncomfortable situation, but yesterday prepared me a lot for today 
and I was really, really proud of how I came out of my front nine. I love the way I was feeling, 
I love the way I managed myself and I love the shots that I executed. It was one shot on 17 
which, to be fair, if it gets through that tree I'm just dumping it to the back of the green, 
two-putting for par and I've got a chance for that eagle on 18. I wouldn't do anything over. 
 
Q.  What happened on 17 after that? The second shot went through the green a bit, 
right? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah. It looked like a slow lie. The grass was laying into the ball 
and I thought I was just going to flop it out there and it would come out slow, but it came out 
hot, kind of shut the face down and just barely trickled over the green. Then that pitch shot, 
it's just -- these pitches are tough because it's so firm underneath, you can't really get much 
wedge under the ball. Kind of came out low. I had some spin on it, but you can't spin it on 
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these greens right now. I thought a hit a good putt, too. 
 
Q.  What's that like emotionally? You held your composure so well on the weekend, 
which is tough with the lead. You haven't had that very often in this situation, and to 
have one hole kind of -- how did you -- 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I'm okay with it. I mean, my mentality is that I'm going to play every 
shot to where even if something bad happens, I'll be okay with it. I executed my game plan 
to the best of my ability, I gave every shot my full attention, I managed myself, I managed 
my emotions and sometimes it just doesn't work out. But if I had let my emotions get the 
best of me, I don't know, there's a lot of things you could do where I wouldn't have been 
okay with the outcome, but I tried hard. I wouldn't do anything over. 
 
Q.  How did the game plan change as you saw Max come, as you said, out of 
nowhere? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Well, I tried to birdie every hole, but I was still trying to play it to the 
center of the greens. To be honest, I didn't really have many greenlight opportunities on that 
back nine because I didn't hit as many fairways. So I was just trying to play to the wide side, 
play to a spot that I knew I could get up and down from if I was in the rough because out of 
the rough, with as firm as it was, it was really hard to hold the greens.  
 
I'm bummed that putt didn't get there on 15. I was tracking, I read it perfectly, made a great 
stroke and it just wasn't quite as fast as I was thinking it was going to be. That's really the 
only shot that I thought I misjudged up to that point. But then I needed a couple, but I knew 
16, 17, 18 were birdie opportunities and if I hit that fairway on 17, I'm putting for birdie, it's a 
different story. 
 
Q.  What did you learn about yourself this week and your game? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I learned that -- well, first of all, I'm really proud of my preparation 
and my work. I think this is a culmination of six months of really hard work and working on 
the right things. I've got a great team that helps me improve and figure out what to work on, 
so that's a huge confidence boost. 
 
I expanded my comfort zone a lot. I had two rounds where I teed off in the final group and 
that was one of my goals for this Q-3 2021 is to play in the final group and get that 
experience and just make that something that I'm comfortable with, something that I've 
experienced before and I managed it way better today than I did yesterday and I'm really 
excited about that. I just want to get back in that position. 
 
Q.  You talked about your confidence. How important was it with what happened on 
17 to not just come back strong on 18 but obviously finish the way you did?   
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, that eagle putt was gravy, but I was really proud of that drive 
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on 18 because hitting that fairway, it sets you up for birdie. And this is the first event of a 
new season. There's a big difference between T-2 and solo second, that's a lot of FedEx 
points, it's world ranking points, it's every shot matters, especially when you're up at the top 
of the leaderboard. I was really proud of how I executed. 
 
Q.  There's some parallel to you and Max, you guys were both really good college 
players. It took him a while to get in the winner's circle and now he's won three times 
in two and a half years. Do you see a guy like him and think there's an example of I'm 
on the path? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I think it's hard to say if you're on the path because everyone's 
path is different, but I think you're seeing younger guys have a lot of confidence and 
rightfully so. Max has played unbelievable golf, he's been one of the elite players in the 
game for a couple years, but everybody has times where they struggle. I think I'm sure if you 
asked Max, I don't know what he said, but he would say that he learned a lot and he's a 
stronger and better player from the times he wasn't playing as well. I know that's the case for 
me. My first year and second year on the Korn Ferry Tour were challenging in a lot of 
ways -- mentally, physically, golf standpoint -- and that serves the foundation that I'm now 
building on and I'm really excited to see the direction my game's trending. 
  


