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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
September 19, 2021      
 
MAX HOMA  ( -19) 
 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We would like to welcome the 2021 Fortinet Championship 
winner, Max Homa, to the interview room.  
 
Max, congratulations on your third career PGA TOUR title, your second in your home state 
of California. Max, just take us through the emotions of today and getting that third win. 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, it was awesome. You know, I've actually never had my wife at any of 
my wins before and I've been promising to play a little better when she was around. So this 
morning, although we had a 2:00, 1:50 tee time, it was nice to have somebody else with me 
so I wasn't just all in my thoughts, so I felt like emotionally to start the day I was in a good 
spot.  
 
I was nervous but a good kind of nerves. I felt like I played really controlled golf, felt like I 
was confident out there and I have -- I have what nobody else has, I have a Joe on my bag 
and Joe helps with everything. Joe helps me calm down, helps me slow down, helps me with 
the shots, helps me with the reads, and I felt like we were really in synch all week but 
especially today. Everything we were talking about just felt like was hitting home, so it was 
just a cool day all around.   
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  You came from the same amount of strokes back in your win at 
the Genesis Invitational. Was there anything from that win that you learned and that you're 
seeing now when you are in these situations being at the top of the leaderboard going into 
Sunday? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I really learned it's a marathon. Those Sundays are long, a lot of things 
happen. I played with Scott Stallings, he played awesome especially right off the jump and 
he kind of got going ahead of me and I just kept telling myself to just keep playing golf and, 
you know, just let the birdies come. Don't force anything, don't try to beat anybody, just go 
play the golf course.  
 
I've been playing the back nine really well all week so I learned that a lot from Riviera, just 
plugging along, picking up maybe a shot here and there and kind of -- I had a really good 
feeling. This golf course sets up where 16, 17, 18 is where the crux of the movement comes, 
so I was really pleased to par 14, 15 and go into 16 tied. I've been playing the par 5s well. I 
know Maverick had been as well, but I wanted to at least not have to do anything nuts on the 
last three, but I needed to be close enough on those three to have the opportunity to go and 
something happen and fortunately was tied going into those and could just play kind of play 
normal solid golf. 
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AMANDA HERRINGTON:  And lastly, before we open up to questions, you didn't play with 
Maverick today, but we all learned a little bit about Maverick's game this past week. It was a 
little bit of a California college showdown out there. What did you learn about Maverick this 
week just hearing and seeing what he did?  
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, nothing. I knew Maverick is a beast. I've been following his career since 
after I was in college. He obviously has won a ton in college, he's an absolute amazing 
golfer. Yeah, when I saw him get off to a good start I knew he was going to be a problem.  
 
He's going to win a lot out here in my opinion. He just has a total game. I played with him a 
couple times and he does everything really well and he has a really, really good head on his 
shoulders. It's tough playing against someone like him when he was obviously playing some 
great golf because he just doesn't have any holes in his game.  
 
Yeah, that's why I just was hoping I could stay within earshot of him because if he got going 
away from us, I think he would have just run away and hid. He's going to be an amazing 
golfer for the rest of his career. It was fun to battle him and I'm sure it will not be the last 
time. 
 
Q.  You've said before that you wanted to kind of balance out your personality during 
a round. You're this funny guy on Twitter and yet you've always been very stoic and 
serious on the course and you said you wanted to learn to kind of relax. How has that 
evolved in the last couple years and what was sort of your emotions like over today's 
round? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, this week I did an awesome job. I was awful the back end of this 
season. I thought I was doing a good job of being myself. I wasn't as much -- I got maybe a 
little burnt out by the end of last season. I know we only had two weeks off, but I really 
believed I learned a lot from those weeks and kind of put that to use in the two weeks I had 
to kind of prep for this season.  
 
Learned a lot from what Patrick Cantlay said after the TOUR Championship. I saw a press 
conference he did where he kind of said that he just tries to be himself at all times. And I try 
to kind of be introspective and think, well, who am I? And I'm someone when I play at home I 
talk a lot and I wouldn't say goofy, I'm still stoic, but I talk a lot. If I have something to say I'll 
say it to either my caddie or whoever I'm playing with. So I tried this week to talk a lot and be 
me and not feel like I was being any different than who I am. Like I said, I learned a lot from 
what Pat said in his press conference at East Lake. 
 
Q.  A couple years ago when we talked going into Pebble, you made a comment about 
how you had a fairly large fan base for the quality of golf you had played. You've won 
three times since then and obviously changed a lot as a golfer. How much has your 
game -- how have you sort of evolved and changed in those two and a half years to 
make this happen three times now? 
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MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I feel like the game is catching up. Yeah, I feel like -- I think the 
misconception about me is because of the social media thing, people think I am kind of 
goofy and aloof a little bit. For people who know me, I work really, really, really hard, I pride 
myself on it. I'm very honored and thankful to have such a big following even before I 
probably should have had it, but I also know that my game, you know, if it keeps going the 
way I think it can go, it should even out at some point, so I'm working towards that. 
 
Q.  You were mentioning I think it was yesterday how you've played with some pretty 
big-name players when you've won. This week you played with Rahm, you played with 
Mickelson, you played quite well obviously with both of them. Joe was mentioning 
that it's kind of affirming that you see that they're not doing anything that different 
from what you're doing. Is it a level of just believing that you are one of those types of 
players? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I think so. 
 
Q.  Is it just a matter of the belief? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I think I've always struggled a bit with confidence and walking around 
like I'm the man out here. It's hard, there's a lot of good, great, amazing players. It is always 
I felt like I've been lucky in my career. I grew up playing with Jason Gore and getting to see 
what PGA TOUR golf looks like. I know what I need to work towards, but also know that it's 
not unattainable, I guess.  
 
When I'm out here playing with people like Rahm and Phil and DJ and Rory and JT and 
Berger and all the guys, I see that, yes, there's a level of excellence that's incredible, but it's 
not -- I don't feel like I'm chasing a ghost, I guess is the best way to put it. It's something that 
I can see things I can do and manage.  
 
So a lot for me is managing my own brain and believing in myself. I feel like I've been doing 
a good job for the last year or so, six months or so, but working towards just feeling like I 
walk around with my chest out a little bit more and think to myself I too can be where those 
guys are. That's just kind of what I've had to work on the most. My golf game's been quite 
good for a while, but it's just between the ears for me. 
 
Q.  Can you first of all just describe the shot that you holed out at 12 and then 
specifically details of I think you said -- made some comments to Joe about him doing 
an early walk, Kevin Na. Can you describe what that really means? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah. Our strategy this week off the tee was if we were going to miss the 
fairway, we needed to make sure we moved the line so we'd miss it with the right angle with 
how firm the greens were. So we did a good job of that, missed the fairway but I had a good 
lie.  
 
He's an incredible caddie all the time, but he's particularly amazing when it's firm, just telling 
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me what he thinks numbers or where the ball needs to land. I've been hitting my wedges 
really, really well this week. We've been kind of scaring the hole and I hit this one, it came 
out right at it and landed about where we were trying to. It was rolling up the hill, it looked 
really good, but he just kind of took off walking and I made it and I put my hand up and I was 
kind of waiting for him to turn around and smile or something. He finally turned around, so I 
told him he looked like kind of Kevin Na, like he early walked it and it was going in, which he 
probably did. He seems to have that kind of golf feel, so that was fun. 
 
Q.  All right. And then one more from me if you don't mind. Why exactly did you end 
the podcast? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Time management. I feel like outside of my family, things that make me the 
happiest is this, is playing great golf, and I felt like if I was going to spill my guts as I enjoy 
doing to the small masses every week, I might be better off spending that time practicing or 
working out or working on my own head.  
 
I really enjoy doing it, I love Shane Bacon, I love working with him, he's awesome and he 
made it so easy, but at some point I felt like it was not doing me any favors having to 
regurgitate all the bad things that happen because, you know, I could have a great year and 
win one time. So you lose the other 20-something odd times. I felt like it wasn't healthy for 
me. I really think my game is getting to the point where it could be something really good 
and I want to push myself and see what that could be and I thought part of that was just 
making sure my time was always being managed toward exactly this moment. 
 
Q.  I'm going to follow up on Adam's question of the description of the 12th hole-out 
for eagle, but I want to hear the Twitter Max version of it. What would you have to say 
about it with the Twitter hat on? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, well, I think to myself a lot when I'm playing, I think a lot of us probably 
do when we're in the heat of battle on a Sunday, you want to have a Tiger moment. You 
know, he's made it from everywhere to win. It's just he does the impossible. So sometimes 
when you put yourself in that state of mind, great things happen.  
 
So all day today I felt like I was going to have a cool moment and I end up having a couple, 
but the one on 12 was especially good. So yeah, Twitter me would have said that was my 
little Tiger moment. Honestly, Twitter me would honestly point out that I finally made a 
two-footer after eight months to win a golf tournament. I've been sitting on that from Riviera, 
so it felt nice to brush that thing in.  
 
Q.  A little more seriously, you gained 8.3 strokes on the field this weekend 
ball-striking tee to green. Did it feel like you were hitting it about maybe as well as you 
ever have, or close to? 
 
MAX HOMA:  No, that's kind of my game, honestly. The wedges were really -- the wedges 
were especially good this week, so that was kind of the big bright spot, but the mid irons 
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were about normal. I actually didn't hit my mid, long irons quite as good as I do, but I was 
doing a really good job of being patient with them and hitting the ones I needed to, the good 
ones I needed to at the right time so that was the fun part.  
 
But that's my game, I've always kind of prided myself on my iron play. I've been driving the 
ball a lot better in the last six months or so, so I was just leaning on my driver and my tee 
balls this week to set up those wedge shots. Yeah, so that part, the short irons were 
tremendous this week for sure. 
 
Q.  Max, I think Joe said that you guys have known each other for a long, long time. I 
think he said he was 10 and you were 6 or something like that? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, 24 years. 
 
Q.  Is that right? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What is your earliest memory of him and did you just sort of idolize him, he was 
the older kid and you wanted to be like him, or what's your memories of him? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, first memory of him, I walked into Vista Valencia Golf Course and there 
were two guys, two kids sitting there, Brandon Christianson and Joe Greiner. I remember my 
dad pointed to them and said, "I'm pretty sure those are the two best kids here," and I just 
remember Joe's head was just enormous. It's still big now, but on that little body as a kid it 
really stood out. 
 
But I had a lot of memories growing up with him. Not like I played with him right away or 
anything, but I remember he walked around like he was, and he was, the baddest dude 
there. Watching him play and being lucky enough once I got into high school, college, we 
played a lot more.  
 
Yeah, he's still a really, really good golfer, so it's been fun to kind of practice with him, grind 
with him. He ended up moving out to Scottsdale where my wife and I live and it's been even 
better to be around him a little bit more. We compete more than we really work on the off 
weeks And that's good because we've been competing since I was a kid. I always wanted to 
be as good as Joe. Once I got taller than him, which took a couple years, we've had a great 
run of some good golf. 
 
Q.  Max, given that this is your first time winning with your wife in attendance, how 
will you be celebrating this evening? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I don't know if it will be any different, but it's nice that I don't need to explain 
what happened after you win and what happened on the holes, so it will be cool that we get 
to both trek to the airport together and soak in the memories. It's been -- it just -- it's oddly 
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emotional when you win and your favorite people aren't there. She hasn't been there for any 
win I've had, so it's especially cool to be able to look over and see her out there and know 
that once I did get the job done that I was going to be able to celebrate with her and that we 
could kind of have this kind of beautiful memory.  
 
It's a really special place for us. Napa, California, is amazing. We've been coming to this 
event for so long. First pro event was obviously not this course, but down at CordeValle, 
same event, but she was there so it's a very cool memory for us. 
 
Q.  I'm curious, you mentioned -- you talked about Maverick a little bit earlier and 
seems like there's some parallels. You were both dominant college players, it took 
you a little while to find your footing out here, and he's played well but hasn't won yet. 
Is there any sort of appreciation, I guess, you have for winning three times given that 
it took you a while to find your place? And how much do you see sort of similarities 
there with him and figure it's just a matter of time before he kind of breaks through? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I've always said winning is very fickle. I don't think that it means you're 
necessarily the best golfer. Obviously it helps, but you look at someone like Tony Finau, who 
is clearly a world beater and I think he's won two times. So winning is random, but you just 
have to keep putting yourself in the position to accomplish that goal and Maverick does that 
a lot. I don't think it's -- there's ever going to be a worry about him ever winning. I think he's 
going to win quite a bit, I hope.  
 
I really like Maverick, his game is amazing, so I really hope he takes from this just how, you 
know, great his talent is and his game is because, like I say, he's a special dude. He's the 
real dominant one in college. I watched him, he's pretty amazing. He'll get a bunch of wins 
and be just the top dog. Yeah, like I said, it's just kind of golf is a weird sport, 72 holes, a lot 
of things can happen. It's just hard to get out there and win right away, for sure. 
 
Q.  Your podcast answer just made me think, is there something about being self 
aware that kind of comes into conflict with trying to be like an alpha dog winner on 
the PGA TOUR and is that something you've been working on mentally in recent 
months? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I think if you harness it right, it's not. I think being yourself is important, but I 
think -- and being open with yourself I think is really important. I just don't think it's 
emotionally smart to be open with everyone, if that makes sense.  
 
I have these conversations after I play tournaments and whether I get 10th or 50th or miss 
the cut, I have these conversations with my wife and my mom and my coach and my caddie 
and everybody. Then you add a podcast where other people are hearing it, it's just 
overdone. I can have that conversation a couple times and feel like I'm learning and growing 
and at some point it just becomes almost like demoralizing in a way.  
 
But I think it's important to be self aware in this game. I bet that every player in the top-10 in 
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the world, top-20 in the world is very, very self aware. They know what they need to get 
better at, they know what they need to do well. I think it is good to have that introspection, 
but you need to taper off how much emotion you're going to spend on that and if 
that's -- again, it's a bummer to have to do it, but that's why I had to kind of take a step back 
and make sure I was doing everything I should be doing to be the best player in the world. 
 
Q.  Do you think you have had an attitude shift in the last few months of just, I don't 
know, seems like you've been trying to remind yourself like, okay, I'm one of the best 
golfers in the world. Is that something you have been working on? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I've been seeing it a lot more lately as far as how, walking around with 
your chest out and believing that and recanting that to yourself, how that helps. And I'm also 
starting to believe it actually.  
 
Obviously didn't end the season how I wanted to, but I didn't look at myself any like worse 
after that. I was actually very excited to start this season. I knew getting a couple weeks off 
and going to be home was going to be a nice kind of refresh and reset.  
 
Yeah, that's what in my opinion, that's what I need to work on more than anything. I could go 
practice all day long, but if I don't start believing in myself and believing that I belong with all 
the guys at the Ryder Cup this next week, then I'm doing myself a disservice. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Max, thanks for your time. Congratulations again on being the 
first winner of the 2021-22 PGA TOUR season.  
 
MAX HOMA:  Thank you. Thanks, guys. 
  


