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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 18, 2021      
 
MITO PEREIRA  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Mito, entertaining round of golf today. Sometimes you just need a jump start. Tell 
me about the shot on 6. 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  Yeah, I started like a little bit cold. I mean, I hit a couple good shots, didn't 
make the putts and I was saving some pars over there. All of a sudden I make a shot from 
120 and I was 2 under, so it was great. First hole-out on the PGA TOUR, so it was good. 
 
Q.  And it's one of those that then gets you into a really quick rhythm, next thing you 
know you're kind of flying up the board, and the back nine was just really strange with 
the wind picking up. What happened on the back nine and how challenging did it get 
coming down the stretch? 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  I think, I mean, I miss a short putt at 11, three-putted. Normally the greens 
kind of get a little bumpy here in the afternoon. Back nine was a little difficult because it was 
windy and the greens, like I said, in the afternoon are a little bit bumpy. But I hit two really 
bad drives that cost me a bogey on both holes. Other than that, not bad, solid round overall. 
 
Q.  We were talking about this on the air, going tomorrow looking for your first PGA 
TOUR win, how much did it help to get onto the PGA TOUR the way that you did so 
that this week, unlike a lot of other guys from the Korn Ferry Tour, isn't really 
unfamiliar to you? How much more comfortable has this week been because of 
getting the early start? 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  Yeah, like I said yesterday, I think to get those I think it was six starts, to 
get here not like everything was new. Everything was new the first one that I played at 
Rocket Mortgage, so right now it felt a little bit better for me, more confident. It wasn't new 
like other guys maybe that it was their first event or something. Always really helped to have 
the experience here. 
 
Q.  Did you start thinking about having the lead? Did that affect you at all when you 
were 14? 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  I mean, I didn't know I had the lead. I knew after I missed that putt on 11, I 
saw that I was in the lead before, but I don't look much at the leaderboards, I just try to play 
the best I can. 
 
Q.  Did the course play any tougher today, because there were a lot of guys that got 
up top and fell back. You weren't the only one that had troubles off the tee today, a lot 
of guys did. 
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MITO PEREIRA:  I think as the day's going, it gets firmer so you've got to hit some 
shots -- you have to go not to the pin, you can't go to the pin. On some shots that's short so 
it's kind of tough to play like a layup with a wedge, you know? 
 
Q.  Right. 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  But I think the back nine plays a little bit harder with this wind. You've got 
to hit some good drivers to get on the fairway. I mean, you can shoot low, but you've got to 
be perfect. 
 
Q.  Sixteen guys within three shots, how fun is that? Obviously it would be better if 
you had a six- or seven-shot lead, but you're going and it's wide open tomorrow. 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  I mean, it's never easy, you know? Everyone wants to win. There's going 
to be a lot of guys coming in, maybe guys that tee up every week shoot low, too. I think 
you've just got to keep doing what I'm doing and try to do the best I can. I think there's no 
other way. 
 
Q.  Did you have a look on 16 from the hazard? Was there -- 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  No. 
 
Q.  -- any shot in there at all? 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  No. 
 
Q.  You struggled a little with the driver, you said, but what were you most happy with 
in your game? 
 
MITO PEREIRA:  I think on the front nine I putted really well. I mean, I made some clutch 
putts, and my irons, I'm hitting them really well. I've seen the stats, pretty close to the top on 
greens in regulation and strokes gained, so it's good to have my irons on point. 
  


