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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 18, 2021      
 
JIM KNOUS  ( -14) 
 
 
Q.  Here with Jim Knous with that 7-under 65 today. What a round, especially with that 
birdie on the last. What are your takeaways from today? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Thanks, Kira. It was a great day, putter got hot there late on the back nine, on 
the front nine, stayed hot pretty much most of the round. Especially a nice putt on the last, 
that was a bonus. Just played solid, just stayed patient, kind of let the course come to me. 
When it gets firm and fast like that, just got to be patient. 
 
Q.  Playing well tomorrow could mean a win in many different ways for you. You're on 
your second-to-last start of the medical extension, there are various point 
breakdowns that would lead to status, full status and possibly going back for 
Q-School. How much of that is on your mind and how do you manage that going into 
tomorrow? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, I'd probably be lying to say it wasn't on my mind, but the best I can do 
is just hit every shot the best I can and things will work out how they should. My wife dubbed 
it this week, try my best -- what did she say? Do your best, let God do the rest. That's kind of 
what I've been working on this week and it's been paying off. I just want to go out there with 
a winner's mindset and try and win the tournament and not play for some (inaudible.)  
 
Q.  Speaking of playing well, I want to go back to that 18th hole, the birdie where you 
had the putt off the green. Just walk us through that hole, 18th hole.  
 
JIM KNOUS:  It was crazy. I hit a terrible drive way left, was -- I don't even know what you 
call it, unknown. Just punched it back into play, hit a decent wedge shot just off the front 
fringe. Me and my caddie had a great read, it was just going to break a little bit right at the 
end, put a good stroke on it, perfect speed and there you go.  
 
Q.  The first nine, 6 under. What were your thoughts after you closed with 30? That 
was a great start you had today. 
 
JIM KNOUS:  It was. I was super happy obviously with how I started, 6 under par. I just got 
on a roll, the putter got hot, I was hitting good shots. The par-3 7th, just hit it off the green 
there on the front and made a good putt. Same thing, hit it close on 8 and I hit a good wedge 
shot in there. Obviously dream start front nine. Kind of stalled out a little bit in the middle of 
the back nine, but then got it going late with two final birdies. 
 
Q.  At what point did you look at the scoreboard, or did you, and see your name up 
there at the top? 
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JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, I try to not look while I'm playing. Obviously that's difficult to do 
because they're on just about every hole, so I probably saw it on 10, something like that. I 
was whoa, there we go, okay, we're playing pretty well. It's not a big deal for me, I just keep 
that pedal down, keep that mindset that I want to win the tournament and confident when I'm 
swinging the club, the way I'm swinging it right now, so I just kind of kept on with the game 
plan. 
 
Q.  The birdies at 16 and 18, the drives were a little off the beaten path, but you hit 
some nice recovery shots that set you up for those birdies. 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Absolutely. The shot on 16, the second shot from the left there -- the drives 
were both left, which was too bad, but the second shot on 16 was pretty good in front of the 
green there and just two-putt it. Recovery shot on 18, maybe got a little lucky. I hit it above 
the branch. I was trying to hit it below if that makes sense, but it worked out and was able to 
get up and down, nice putt just off the fringe there. 
 
Q.  Talk about the putter today. You got the claw grip thing going with the right hand, 
the grip's going up your left forearm. Got some stuff happening there, but it was 
working great. 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, I got a lot going on. My buddy back home, Derek, he said, What are 
you doing with that? What is that? A moose claw? I said yeah.  
 
I used to just use it for practice strokes and then it just feels good so I just kind of went with it 
about a month ago and it's been working great. I just tend to see the breaks pretty well out 
here. A lot of them have big swings and you can kind of use your imagination and that's kind 
of how I like to putt so I was able to roll some nice ones in.  
 
Q.  Talk about tomorrow. The opportunity is there, you're knocking on the door, you 
can accomplish a lot with a good round tomorrow. What's the mindset? What's your 
thought process? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, nothing to lose really for me. I can go out there and play free and hit the 
shots that I know I can hit, try to go win the tournament. I know it sounds like a lot, but I'm 
going to play like that because that's when I play my best golf, when I make full committed 
swings, 100 percent committed swings. Trying to steer the ball and hit half shots, that's just 
not how I play my best. I'm going to go out there and be committed on every shot and every 
putt and not be tentative at all and, like I said, try to go win the tournament and not lose it. 
 
Q.  Does everybody call you Hard K out here? What a great nickname.  
 
JIM KNOUS:  Oh, yeah. I've been dubbed Hard K, it's a great nickname. So everybody calls 
me Hard K, that's what it is. 
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Q.  Who came up with that nickname and how long ago? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Hard K was dubbed by a fellow named Wes back in Phoenix way back in the 
day of playing on the Gateway Tour, if you can remember that, the mini-tour in Phoenix. 
That was probably 2012 or so. He was working for the tour and announcing the players, so 
he came up with the name Hard K and it's just kind of stuck. Everybody calls me Hard K out 
here and I love it. 
 
Q.  The announcer at the course? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, at the course.  Wes, shout-out Wes. 
 
Q.  How do you explain from missing the cut in the Korn Ferry Tour Finals events to 
54-hole leader right in the lead here in Napa? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, it's a good question, Kevin. I knew I was playing really well. I know the 
scores weren't showing it, but the putter wasn't hot. I wasn't making putts even though I was 
putting the way I wanted to. Again, I don't know if that makes sense.  
 
But I was really happy with how I was striking it and putting well, they just weren't going in. 
So I knew coming in here if I just kept swinging the way I was and limit the mistakes out on 
the course, that's kind of the name of the game. Hit it to the right side of the hole, stuff like 
that, that I was going to be okay. Sure enough, the putter's hot, so let's keep it hot tomorrow 
and we'll be right there. 
 
Q.  Is it a cool start to the week playing with Justin Lower, getting reacquainted with 
him after he got his card dramatically --  
 
JIM KNOUS:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Q.  -- as you did as number 25? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, my buddy Justin Lower, I was so proud of him. I couldn't watch the final 
round of the Korn Ferry Tour Championship, I was just following along on my app and saw 
he had to make that up-and-down on 18 and I was just petrified. I've been in that spot and I 
know how hard that shot is. He just hit a fantastic shot. 
 
Anyways, yeah, we played a practice round Tuesday and I just -- he's one of my best 
buddies and we always have a great time out here. I know he's such a great putter. 
 
Q.  When is the last tournament you've won? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Last tournament I've won is probably the 2016 San Juan Open. Shout-out 
San Juan Country Club. Yeah, that might be it. 
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Q.  What tour is that on? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  That's just a mini-tour state open. This community gets together and hosts a 
tournament. Great community in Farmington, New Mexico. Maybe I've won since then, I 
don't know. Nothing on the Korn Ferry, nothing on the PGA TOUR obviously. 
 
Q.  What is it you like about this plates? I guess this is where you had your only 
top-10. 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, I don't know. Even my wife was saying it just kind of sets up for your 
game. I don't know how to explain it. I just like how it looks off the tee. Like I said before, I 
tend to see the breaks pretty well on the greens and I just love the area, love Napa, love 
coming here, love the people. I don't know what else to attribute, just love it here. 
 
Q.  What's the pressure like trying to come off the medical exemption? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Yeah, the pressure's huge obviously. The medical extension kind of just 
weighs on you the whole time while you're playing. I try to put it to the back of my mind as 
much as I can. Like I said, I have the mentality I'm going to attack every shot I hit and take it 
one shot at a time, one step at a time, one foot, left, right, left, right. As crazy as that sounds, 
sometimes it's me pacing off left, right, left, right, just to dumb it down and keep it as simple 
as possible to not think about the overarching outcomes that could be, right? 
 
Q.  Do you crunch the numbers or just put those away? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Not really, I just know whatever, the 62 and 152 or something like that. I know 
you're the number cruncher, Kev, you've got them all dialed in. I honestly don't really want to 
know, I want to just go out and play and play my best and try to hit every shot the best I can. 
 
Q.  Have you signed up for Q-School?  
 
JIM KNOUS:  No, not yet, and I don't want to. 
 
Q.  What was the injury? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Right wrist, right wrist surgery.  
 
Q.  And when did it fully heal to the point where you could play? 
 
JIM KNOUS:  Oh, gosh, probably August 2020. I had the surgery in August 2019. I probably 
felt, quote unquote, 100 percent one year later I'd say 
  


