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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 17, 2021      
 
WILL ZALATORIS  ( 9) 
 
 
Q.  Will, it's been a good two days, bogey free around this place, pretty solid. You 
have to be very, very happy. 
 
WILL ZALATORIS:  Yeah, you know, I've kind of had to stay patient, I've gotten off to kind 
of some slower starts. As long as you hit fairways out here, there's a lot of birdie chances. 
When I'm out of position, I haven't really driven it that great the first two days, but just find a 
way to get it on the green with how firm it is and just save par, and I've done a nice job of not 
getting myself in bad spots. So I'm trying to take advantage of my length as much as I can, 
especially with how firm this place is, just try to get it out there and take advantage, 
especially on the par 5s. Yeah, overall really solid. 
 
Q.  You took some time off obviously at the end of the season, maybe a short stint. 
Did you rest? Did you get away from the game or did you just practice every day? 
 
WILL ZALATORIS:  No, I got healthy. I was planning on playing, but I just knew that kind of 
a short-term rest for a long-term gain. I took about two and a half, three weeks off and kind 
of picked up the clubs again about a week ago. Feel really good, body feels amazing. Just 
kind of same process for two years now. I wish I had something cool and interesting to 
report, but it's been very boring. 
 
Q.  Well, you did win the Arnold Palmer Award for PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year. Any 
award with Arnie's name attached to it has to be meaningful. 
 
WILL ZALATORIS:  Yeah, I was on the Arnold Palmer Scholarship at Wake, so obviously to 
be associated with Arnold Palmer at any point in your career is obviously very humbling and 
a huge honor.  
 
You know, like I said earlier, two years ago it wasn't even on my radar because I thought I 
was going to be playing two years at Korn Ferry. Most of the time when I set goals I set them 
super high and I never achieve them, but I usually get close. I think this is the first time I 
might have eclipsed a goal. 
 
Q.  You were born in San Francisco, so the people out here are claiming you as one of 
their own, so you have to feel a good vibe in the gallery. 
 
WILL ZALATORIS:  Yeah, it's great. My childhood coach, Greg Copeland, is out following 
me today. Seen a lot of both friends and family coming out. It's been a lot of fun. I was just 
joking with Wolfie that when I'm in Greensboro I'm the hometown boy, when I'm in Dallas I'm 
the hometown boy, when I'm over here I'm the hometown boy. So it's been a lot of fun. 
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Q.  Lastly, you're knocking on the door for a potential win. You have to play well for 
two more days, but you've got to feel like you're very, very close. 
 
WILL ZALATORIS:  Yeah, I am. I think really this course is very tight so I've been trying to 
shape honestly the driver a little too much and I really kind of picked up on that kind of 
middle of the round today, so that's going to be the big thing. Like I said, as long as you're 
hitting fairways out here, you're going to have a lot of birdie looks. 
  


