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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 17, 2021      
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Golf's a bit of a funny game, funny day out there, lots of ups and downs. I want to 
start with the driver off the deck, the birdie on 16, can you walk us through that hole? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, my 2-wood cracked so I hit some crazy shots today. I've got 
another head, so I'll swap it, but it went dead left on 16, went dead right on another one and 
it would have been a perfect 2-wood out of those trees, but I didn't want to hit it because I 
didn't know which way it was going to go. So I hit driver, got it through the gap and wedged 
on and made the putt. 
 
Q.  Then moving on to 18, there was the ruling and something with the marshal. Can 
you walk us through the scenario that happened there? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I was over in the right and the pin is on the left. I want to be up the 
right. The goal was to hit it at the corporate tent or just left, have an angle up the green and if 
it goes in the tent, it's a free drop. It went right of the tent. It hit the tent and went on the right 
side of it. Fortunately the marshal found the ball, which was great. She had picked it up, but 
it doesn't matter, it's -- the fact that she found it was great. We just hopped on the other side, 
I had a pretty easy chip, I hit it a little bit too hard. 
 
Q.  Today, all in all, you scored better than yesterday, so are you pleased? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it was okay. I thought I hit a lot of good shots. I struggled off the 
tee a little bit. My 2-wood kind of flattened and so hit some squirrelly ones and that's kind of 
like my go-to fairway club and I didn't have it. When I would hit it, it went sideways. But I 
have another head, I'll swap it out, hit a few balls and it should be fine for tomorrow. I'm 
putting well, so I've got a chance to make a run at it, but the greens are so firm that if you're 
not in the fairway, you can't stop it. So I'm going to have to hit more fairways. And that 
2-wood's a really important club for me, so when it goes bad I struggle. 
 
Q.  You talked yesterday about ball flight, you're changing some things, 
experimenting. Did it work better today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, my miss has gone from left to now I'll hook it, so I just have to get 
a little bit used to it and trust it a little bit and figure out what it is that I can do now to make 
sure I don't go right or don't go left and control the miss a little better. 
 
Q.  What about Saturday now? I know you feel you've got to go lower, but what's the 
feeling heading into tomorrow? 
 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I think that as well as I'm putting, I have a chance to shoot mid 
60s and I think as firm as the greens are, it's going to be hard for guys to run away. That's 
why you have a bunching of scores. I just need to shoot 6, 7, 8 under par and I'll move right 
up there. 
 
Q.  Phil, when did you crack that 2-wood? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it might have happened yesterday. It flattened and then the spin 
rate numbers started to go off. Like I know the signs, but I just didn't want to switch, it's been 
such a good club for me. But I've gone through five now in the last year, so it's not a big 
deal. 
 
Q.  When was the last time you used it in a round? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I used it on 16, so I snap-hooked it on 14, it shot right. Thought I made 
a good swing, shot left on -- it's just what it does, it's okay. I've got another head, we'll swap 
it out, it will be fine. 
 
Q.  The birdie at 16 from the trees, on a scale of 1 to 10 of your standard, how good 
was that one? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I mean, after the tee shot it was pretty good, yeah. I think that standing 
on the tee box, you're supposed to birdie that hole, but after that tee shot, that could have 
gone really wrong, right? So I ended up hitting the driver through a pretty small gap, chased 
it down there, had L wedge, didn't hit the greatest L wedge but made the putts for birdie. If it 
hits the tree, it goes in the hazard, I'm making 7. So it was a critical shot. 
  


