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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 17, 2021      
 
MAVERICK McNEALY  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Quite the day on the golf course, had a bunch of hole-outs, chip-ins. What are your 
thoughts on the day? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It was a rollercoaster day. The front nine I played just about 
flawless golf, hit it where I wanted to. Then I got to the first hole and funny lie in the right 
rough and dumped it in the bunker shot and shanked the bunker shot, got up and down for 
bogey and then bogeyed the next two. I was kind of going, oh, man, this is going the wrong 
way quick.  
 
The fourth hole was kind of a pivotal hole for me. My caddie, he walks the entire golf course 
every week before I even play it and he gets all of his numbers. He got me a really good 
number to cover on that bunker on that wedge shot, hit a great wedge in there to eight feet 
and made birdie and that kind of turned things around and finished strong. 
 
Q.  You're a bit of a local guy, you've got connections to the golf course, of course to 
Stanford. Do you have friends and family out here this week? Maybe feeling a little bit 
of an extra boost from that? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I do, definitely. There's a lot of local support, I get a lot of Go Cards 
and the occasional Go Bears, but we'll let that slide. My parents are out here this week. My 
uncle lives up at (inaudible) and a bunch of friends coming out tomorrow because they're all 
working, they have real jobs. 
 
Q.  You've now had a full season under your belt, looking at this coming season after 
the season opener, what are your goals this season? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  The goal every year I think's to make East Lake, I think that's a 
fantastic benchmark for the elite players in this game, but I also want to win. That's 
something I wake up every day and motivates me. I just want to keep getting better and I 
want to improve my game and improve my skill set to the point where I will win. Just got to 
keep giving myself opportunities. 
 
Q.  Mav, talk about No. 9, the eagle chip. Pretty sweet way to end the round today. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It was. I hit a great drive. That's a tough fairway to hit with that 
angle and that wind. Hit a really good approach shot just trying to keep it short of the hole 
knowing that it's easier shots from short of the green. Then I hit it and I was actually a little 
nervous because it looked like it landed in a pitch mark and then shot forward and right. 
Turns out it was a great kick. 
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Q.  Golf is such a funny game because you go 5 under on the outward nine, bogey 1, 
2 and 3 and then respond with four consecutive birdies. What a rollercoaster today.  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I know, it was crazy. It was a tale of two nines. Like I say, I played 
flawlessly on that front nine, hit it where I wanted to, felt like I was always on the wide side 
putting for birdie.  
 
Made the turn and just it's funny how things go. I had a bunch of balls that were just about a 
foot short of the bunker cover. Horseshoe on the second hole, then hit a tree and went back 
down the cart path about 50 yards on the third. So all of a sudden I just made three bogeys 
in a row coming to the tough fourth.  
 
I think a pivotal moment was the wedge shot on the fourth. My caddie, Travis, did his 
homework, he got me a great cover number that I felt really good about and really confident, 
had a perfect lob wedge right in there and made a good putt and that got things going the 
right way for me. 
 
Q.  The gallery is clearly on your side, you heard it out there, I think your mom has a 
Team Mav hat, something like that. That's got to be kind of cool and it's got to be 
inspiring.  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, it's a lot of fun. This is my fifth time playing this golf 
tournament, too, so the volunteers and the tournament staff, we know them well. It's one of 
the places on Tour where I don't feel like as much of a rookie, and it's going back to the Bay 
Area roots. Something about the air here, I feel really comfortable, and the grass and the 
conditions and it's a lot of fun having people rooting for you. 
 
Q.  I've walked with you a lot. Talk about the confidence level you have right now 
because it seems to me like you're playing every shot you think you can get it close. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, I'm the guy that has to earn my own confidence, I don't just 
wake up one day and feel confident. I really, really am proud of the work I've put in over the 
last six, eight months. I think days like today aren't a product of something I changed today, I 
think it's a product of putting in a lot of work. I think my average wake-up time this summer 
has been between 5:00 and 5:30. I get up early, get to work, practice, work out, eat right and 
have been really disciplined and really focused and I feel like I'm a better golfer than I was 
six months ago. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about what it means to be at the top of this leaderboard after such a 
great round of golf today, 8 under 64, 12 under for the tournament, climaxing your 
round with a dramatic eagle 3 on a very difficult 5 par. What's it mean to be solo 
outright leader right now? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It's great, but there's a lot of great players on this leaderboard and 
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every shot's going to matter. I just keep telling myself every putt you make now is one less 
you have to make later and you have to keep the pedal down. My goal tomorrow's to get out 
there and give myself a birdie look on the first hole. I'm just going to have to keep doing that. 
Yeah, it's great to be at the top of the leaderboard now, but it means a heck of a lot more to 
be at the top at the end of 72 holes. 
 
Q.  What is the comfort level like for you having been a northern California player, the 
grass, the climate, the air, the setup of the golf course? Does it work to your benefit 
having played here, having knowledge of this facility? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It absolutely plays to my advantage. Poa annua is my favorite 
putting surface and even as it gets bumpy I think it plays to my strength. My strength is 
speed control with the putter and the bumpier and faster poa annua gets, which I'm sure it 
will towards late in the day this weekend, that plays right to my advantage. I'm comfortable 
on these lies, I know how the ball flies in these conditions. Even coming back the fifth time to 
this golf tournament is a huge advantage. 
 
Q.  When Jeff Sanders gave you that sponsor invite five years ago, I think I spoke to 
you about that, you were at Stanford, an amateur playing in this big league event and 
I'm sure you've got great pride and great emotion coming here to play in this event? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, definitely. They actually gave me two sponsor exemptions, 
in 2017 and 2018 to get here and play. I was so excited to come because I knew that 
someday those rounds, even if I didn't play that great those given weeks, they were going to 
pay off seeing hole locations, seeing the way balls react, comfort levels on all these holes. 
Really grateful to this tournament. It was my pro debut and I still remember that first tee shot 
like it was yesterday. 
 
Q.  What's your history at this course prior to that? Did you play much as a kid? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I didn't it as a kid, but I played it in the Gifford Collegiate back in 
the days where we carried our bag for five rounds in three days. That was fun, we stayed on 
site at the condos. That was a fun event. So this is my sixth tournament here. 
 
Q.  How did you do then? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I played solid, I think I won two out of my three matches. There's 
36-hole stroke play and then three rounds of match play. I think I won two of my three 
matches and -- I think I won two of the three, it might have been three. Yeah, I remember 
playing solid. And I like this golf course. That was a time where I was starting to consider 
playing professional golf and I was kind of going over in my mind, I wondered what it would 
be like to play in a Tour event here. 
 
Q.  How did you spend the few weeks since the BMW? 
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MAVERICK McNEALY:  Well, I did not finish well at the BMW and I was out there practicing 
Monday morning, I just wanted to get that taste out of my mouth. I'm a guy that's motivated 
by not playing how I want to sometimes and it's what I've been doing all summer. I've been 
up early practicing from 5:30 to 10:30, lunch, work out, probably afternoon nap, cook dinner 
and hang out with my roommates. Actually, one of my roommates, Joseph Bramlett, won 
last week or two weeks ago. Spent a little time watching him on air, it was a little fun. 
 
Q.  Time with Butch? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I actually didn't see Butch last week, but that's a great thing 
because I'm swinging it the way I want to, and I usually go in and see him about once a 
week, but at this point we're just telling jokes and hitting wedges. 
 
Q.  What shot was it on 3 that hit the cart path? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It was my tee shot. I hit what I thought was a great tee shot, hit it 
really solid. It caught a branch square and came straight back and then rolled about 
50 yards down the cart path. Actually, I think a golf cart ran over my golf ball so I had to take 
a drop. It was just kind of how that 45 minutes was going. 
 
Q.  What did you hit on your last hole? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Last hole I hit driving iron. It was 239 front edge, 256 hole. 
 
Q.  And what type of a wedge did you hit from the greenside bunker? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I was in the fairway just short of the green and a bump-and-run 
sand wedge. 
 
Q.  I'm sorry if you were asked this, but when you made those three straight bogeys, 
how did you compose yourself? Were you a little hot? That's a weird round to shoot 
31 and then have three straight bogeys. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I know. 
 
Q.  How did you maintain your -- 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I mean, I like to say I approach every shot the same. I try and play 
every hole like I'm leading the tournament, so if I get to that point, just doing what I've always 
been doing. I've been saying the wedge shot was really pivotal in that fairway. It's kind of a 
weird number and Travis told me you've got to be just left of that hole. Because he scouts 
out all the hole locations, he double checks every number and cover, so he had a great 
cover in the middle of that bunker and it was a perfect wedge number. So I thought just hit a 
good one here, give myself a good birdie look, and I knew I had two par 5s come up and that 
was an opportunity as well.  


