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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2021      
 
CHEZ REAVIE  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Fantastic round of golf. I can't remember the last time we had to wear a sweater on 
the PGA TOUR, but it was a beautiful day to go put a nice round out there.  
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, it was great. It was chilly this morning, but it wasn't as cold as it was 
yesterday, so it was a pleasant surprise. Yeah, I was able to come out and make some 
birdies. 
 
Q.  This is a golf course that fits your eye I can imagine off the tee, but I feel like even 
more this year it feels like accuracy's even more important for finding fairways with 
the way these greens are bouncing. Are you finding it the same way? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Oh, 100 percent. When it's firm and fast out here, you've got to be in the 
fairways and then the fairways are that much tougher to hit so you really have to pick your 
spots and hit the right clubs off the tees to even give yourself a chance. 
 
Q.  How do you find spots off the tee with the eye because it's a really straight golf 
course, there's not a lot of angles necessarily to shoot at, so how do you create your 
off-the-tee strategy around here? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, you have to shape it both ways out here. You have holes you want 
to hit a fade and holes you want to draw it on, then you've got some gnarly bunkers out there 
so you've got to dictate what your shot shape is. It's nice. A lot of it is just controlling your 
distance off the tee as well. 
 
Q.  You'll see this golf course tomorrow afternoon. How do you expect this golf 
course to play differently when you don't have that cool start? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, the greens will be faster, they'll be firmer, you know that for sure, 
and the fairways will be firmer. Yeah, it's even hard, you've got to really strategize. 
 
Q.  Here with Chez Reavie after a 7-under 65, great way to open up the Fortinet 
Championship. What are your takeaways from the day? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, it was great. It was kind of a slow start but I told myself to stay 
patient, you have plenty of chances to make birdies, and I was able to do that coming in. But 
I was 1 over through six holes, I think. I was like, okay, stay patient, don't become impatient. 
Yeah, fortunately I was able to make some birdies. 
 
Q.  On your back nine, golf course front nine, you had six birdies, three birdies in a 
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row coming in. What was working so well on that back nine? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, you know, I started hitting the ball better. I didn't drive it great off the 
tee, I drove it better on the second nine today, so the first few holes I just kept hitting it in the 
rough and I had to be really patient and just kind of play safe and play for pars. Some of 
these holes when you're playing for par, it's no fun. I was able to hit some fairways on the 
back and give myself some good looks. 
 
Q.  Nate Lashley in your group also had a good day, 5 under. Were you guys working 
off each other at all? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, definitely on the back nine. There wasn't much working off each 
other on the first nine because I wasn't making any birdies and he was. Fortunately I was 
able to use some of his momentum and make some birdies. 
 
Q.  Based on what you saw today and having a later tee time tomorrow, what's going 
to be your strategy going into tomorrow? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  It's going to be really firm and fast so you have to give yourself good angles 
and good numbers coming in. You need to hit a lot of full shots, you can maximize the spin. 
Yeah, you've got to have both in order to hit it close out there. 
 
Q.  Last time you felt that awesome on a golf course? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  You know, I played well at home over the break. I really played well the end 
of the season, found myself way back, I really struggled in the middle of last season, so the 
last two months of last season I had to play really well just to finish inside the Top-125. So I 
did that coming in and kind of had good momentum, played well a few times over the few 
weeks I had at home and was able to carry it on today. 
 
Q.  You've done well here at this golf course, Chez, 10 or 11 times, missed the cut the 
first time out, but in contention the last time here. What do you like about this place 
so much? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  I think it's a shot-shaper's course. You have to hit a lot of shots where you 
have to take some spin off. Today you didn't have to take much spin off, really only on 8. So 
there's just so much strategy here and if you get in the rough you get penalized. There's 
trees, there's rough and you won't be able to hold greens. So being an accurate guy off the 
tee, that definitely benefits me. 
 
Q.  Is that what you did particularly well today, driving? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Not on the first nine. I kept hitting it in the rough. I was like, c'mon, man, 
that's your deal, you hit fairways. So I was able to do that on the back and you could see the 
difference. I had to play for pars. Like on 10 I hit it in the right rough, had to play for par. 
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Kevin Na hit a 3-wood down there and had like a gap wedge in and so he's trying to play it 
for birdie. The key is to realize you're going to have to stay patient; just because you don't 
make birdies early doesn't mean you can't make them late. 
 
Q.  Anything different going on in your career? Like same swing coach, same -- 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, same everything. 
 
Q.  -- same scheduling? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah. Mark Blackburn. I mean, I played more last year just because I had 
to because I didn't play well early, but yeah, I love it here. I'm going to come to Napa, I love 
red wine and I love the golf course, check two big boxes. 
 
Q.  Do you have the family here? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, my parents are actually here this week, first time they've seen me 
play golf in a while, so it's been fun. 
 
Q.  What are their names? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Van Reavie and Dawn Reavie. Then my sister Linsey's here. My 
grandma's here, don't forget my grandma.   
 
Q.  Your grandma's here? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah. She didn't come out today, but she's in Napa. 
 
Q.  Wine tasting? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Yeah, there's been some wine tasting. 
 
Q.  Where have you been, any favorite spots or restaurants? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  Restaurants, French Laundry, we went there Tuesday night, it's amazing. 
Propane was great. We spent a few days in Sonoma before this week, so Propane was 
great, Arista was great, Black Bear was great. 
 
Q.  And what was the best putt you hit today? 
 
CHEZ REAVIE:  I made a good one on 7, the par 3, I made a good birdie there. Putter was 
kind of quiet early and I gave myself a bunch of 10-footers coming in. No. 7 would be the 
only one, I don't know, 20 feet or so, made that one, but yeah, got the momentum rolling. 
  


