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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2021      
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  I thought you got off to a good start on that first nine, slowed down a bit on the 
second nine. How would you characterize things? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, you're spot on. I stopped hitting fairways. I hit a lot of fairways on 
the front and a lot of first cuts and had chances to be aggressive and played pretty well the 
front nine, which was the back, which was my front. I had a couple chances on the last 
couple holes to get it back to 3, 4, 5 under and finished at 2 unfortunately, but I thought it 
actually went all right. I'm making a few changes and my miss has gone from left to right and 
it's a little bit different to adjust to. I thought that it went pretty well today with that in mind. 
 
Q.  You putted well, I thought; had 83 feet of putts. You had that extension on the grip 
that goes up the right forearm there. Pleased with that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think so. I did putt well, so I thought, yeah, it was good. I had been 
working on it and in some practice rounds like I'll get on a roll and just start making a lot. 
Today they were the four, five, six-footers for pars that I was leaving a little bit short. I wasn't 
really -- I had two or three from 20 or 30 feet that I made, didn't quite go in, but they were 
really good putts. I'm hitting them solid, online. So tomorrow I need to get a good round, I 
need to shoot something mid 60s. I'm playing well enough to do it, I believe, and I'm 
certainly putting well enough. 
 
Q.  And the course itself is in good shape, firm and fast. It is cool. Is it nice playing in 
the 60s, degrees? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is. I'm enjoying the cool weather, I'm enjoying the challenge of the 
golf course. With the greens this firm and hole locations like 9 that are two yards from the 
edge, like it's tough, but if you put it in the right spot, you can make birdies and I think that 
that setup is allowing guys to separate. So you'll see guys shoot really low if they play smart, 
make a few putts, and if you put it in the wrong spot like I did on 9 missing it left, like I'm 
fighting for par when I'm right up there by the green in two. So it is a really good golf course, 
a really good setup and it's fun to play. 
 
Q.  Here with Phil Mickelson after a 2-under 70.Yesterday, Phil, you told us this is a 
fun golf course, presents a nice challenge. What are your thoughts on the round 
today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's a really fun golf course to play and it's challenging with the greens 
being firm like this. The hole locations are right on the edges, so it's not easy to get it close, 
but you can put it in the center of the green, leave yourself a nice uphill look from 10 to 
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20 feet and make some birdies that way as well as the birdie holes like the par 5s that you 
can reach. So it's a fun golf course to play and the way it's set up allows guys to separate 
themselves if they play well. 
 
Q.  Yesterday you also mentioned that you're working on some new things in your 
game. What exactly are you working on changing and how do you feel like it went 
today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm just keeping the club a little more in front of me and it's changing 
my miss from being left to right. So that's taking a little getting used to. I thought it went 
pretty well today with that in mind, managing myself around the course. 
 
Q.  And what's your strategy for this evening to hopefully achieve some of the goals 
that you set for yourself the rest of the week? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'll go practice for another hour or so, but I have been in seven or eight 
cities in six days, so I'm going to take the afternoon off, probably the morning off and see if I 
can be mentally and physically fresh for tomorrow's round because the game's not far away. 
 
Q.  If you could just assess your round, Phil, in general today. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I had a good front nine, which was the back nine, in 3 under. I didn't 
play great the front, missed a few fairways and didn't have the chance to really be 
aggressive, but I made some good par saves, putted well and hit a decent amount of good 
shots, too. 
 
Q.  What were you happiest with? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  How well I putted. I thought I putted really well. The ones that I made a 
lot of key four-, five-, six-footers, and then the ones that were 20 feet, I had three or four that 
I thought I made and didn't quite go in. So that's good that the ball's hunting the cup and 
tracking. Hopefully they'll go in tomorrow. 
 
Q.  How new is that grip extension? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I've been messing with it for about six weeks. It takes a little getting 
used to, but it seems like I've had moments where I just start rolling it in from everywhere. 
 
Q.  Phil, with the changes you were talking about, are they something you're just 
starting to do coming into this tournament? Have you been working on these changes 
for a little while? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, during this offseason I really tried to take the time to dissect what 
I needed to work on the last five days. Andrew and I know where I need to go. I don't want to 
wait, I just want to get started, so we've been getting started. Actually hit a lot of really good 
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shots, and I think when I start to speed it up, I can't really go fast because everything's out of 
sync a little bit, but I'm hitting a lot of good shots at kind of a cruise speed. 
 
Q.  This weather this morning, cool, on a much cooler side. Johnny Miller talks about 
how the ball just doesn't fly here, carry very well here. Does that change your game 
plan for the type of shots you hit on this golf course when it's cool like that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's pretty much a trait of all of northern California, the ball goes really 
short because you've got thick, heavy air, you're at sea level. We just adjust, we just plan on 
the ball going about five, 10, 15 yards underneath our number. As it warmed up, the ball 
started to go. 
  


