
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2021      
 
MAVERICK McNEALY  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Well, Mav, great way to finish your round with a birdie at 18. This is a golf course 
you have to take care of the par 5s, don't you? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Definitely. And take care of the par 5s starts with a good tee ball 
and my driver was my MVP today. I hit a lot of really good tee shots, especially on the 
crucial holes, 16, 18, 5. You know, I had irons into all of those par 5s. Even 9 I had an easy 
chance to get in the front greenside bunker, so driving it well sets it up. 
 
Q.  You know, the putter was a bit balky today, you hit only 43 feet of putts so you 
have to take solace in the fact you shot 4 under and the putter wasn't really hot.  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Well, it wasn't -- I actually made the putts I needed to make. I 
missed the one bumpy weird read on 17 that I missed, but I had a lot of putts kind of 20 to 
30 feet and you can't expect yourself to make a bunch of those. But I was really solid around 
the hole, cleaned up and my speed was really good. 
 
Q.  You're a guy who plays a lot out here, you're a Stanford guy. Do you like the poa 
annua on the greens? Is that something that obviously you're used to? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I do, I love when poa annua gets bumpy because then it just turns 
to a speed contest and I spend probably at least half of my putting time working on speed 
control, so I think it's a strong suit of my game and the reason why I'm a relatively consistent 
putter, and the faster and bumpier it gets, the more you've got to be good with your speed 
control. 
 
Q.  You know, winning anywhere would be a big deal, I know, but winning out here 
close to Stanford, a little more important maybe? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Absolutely. This is a special tournament to me. It's my fifth time 
playing this tournament, that's more than any other one out here, and it was my pro debut in 
2017, so a lot of ties to this area and this place. I have a lot of local support out here, too, so 
it's going to be really fun. 
 
Q.  Yeah, Bob Ireland is my driver this week, great player back at Stanford back in the 
'60s. I saw him talking to you and all day he kept saying, "We have to go watch 
Maverick, we have to go watch Maverick." So there is that bond with former Stanford 
guys, isn't there? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Absolutely. There's four of us out here this week -- me, Joseph 
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Bramlett, Patrick Rodgers and Brandon Wu -- and hopefully that number keeps growing. 
 
Q.  Okay. Help me out here, Saturday Vanderbilt hosts Stanford at football, the 
Cardinal at 13 and a half point favorite. Of course you guys killed USC last week. Help 
me out, is Stanford going to cover that spread? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  You know, I'm not the guy to ask, but I'm rooting for the Card. I've 
got the Fear the Tree yardage book in the back pocket and so I'm going to say yes. 
  


