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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2021      
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  We'll get started with Miguel here. You come in as the defending 
champion. How does it feel to be back here at the Sanford International? 
  
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  It feels nice. Nice coming here last year, my first time playing 
at Minnehaha and I really enjoy it very much. I win and you want to do more of that, no? 
Nice to be back one year after and almost ready, warming up, here we are again. 
 
Q.  Glad to be back? 
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yeah. As I say, I'm glad to be back here. Always nice to come 
here and defend a title. The condition of the golf course, I played yesterday and the 
condition of the golf course is great. The weather looks like it's going to be a little breezy like 
we had today and yesterday, but we'll see. The same for everyone and hope to have a 
beautiful week, hope to enjoy the golf and enjoy this nice golf course.  
 
CONNOR STANGE:  And your last start on the Champions Tour was in July at the Senior 
Open. How has your game been feeling since then? 
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yeah, well, I've been -- after that I take one month off and then 
I start to play on the European Tour, played the Swiss Open, the Italian Open and then last 
week the BMW PGA. I've been hitting good, been playing very well. I'm happy with the way I 
hit the ball. I'm ready. 
 
Q.  How are you going to handle it if it's this windy? 
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Well, just keep the ball low, no? I don't know for how long it's 
going to be windy, but we hope that the condition is the same for everyone and just try to 
control the ball and be smooth, that's the main thing. 
 
Q.  What about this course just kind of suits your game? 
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Well, I think so. (Indiscernible.) I think it's good, yeah. It's a golf 
course that you need to have some draws, some fades and one of the key is to be below the 
hole on this golf course. If you are on the upside of the hole, you're going to have a very fast 
putt and you have to take a little care. You have to be on the same level or below the hole to 
get more chance, more opportunities for birdie. 
 
Q.  Do you enjoy the fact that when you play a course, an old kind of course like this, 
it requires a lot more shot making than it does bashing the ball? 
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MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yeah, yeah, that's the main thing. The way I see the golf, no, 
is more creative shot. This golf course is very diversified holes, no? No two holes are the 
same. You need to play shots, yeah, left to right, right to left. Not two hole the same, very 
good, nice golf course. 
 
Q.  Are the course conditions any different than they were -- 
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  No, if I remember, it's the same this year. The golf course 
looks great, there's no complaint about that. The golf course is in superb conditions. As I 
say, we hope that we have a beautiful weekend, we can enjoy, the spectators can enjoy. 
 
Q.  The last time you stood here at the podium you had your glass of wine and you 
had your cigar.  
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  Yes. 
 
Q.  I've had a lot of people ask me what brands they were, but I also told them you 
have a great perspective on the game of golf, don't you, in terms of just having fun 
with it? 
 
MIGUEL ÁNGEL JIMÉNEZ:  I always have to have fun, of course. That is the main thing. 
The moment you don't enjoy what you do, you know, (indiscernible.) We have a glass of 
wine, I have a glass of wine every night and my cigars and things, but nobody see what I do 
in the morning, when I've been in the gym or working or my exercise and things to keep it 
going, especially when you have passed half a century, no? Get to working ourself and other 
people keep not building muscle, but at least keep their strength, keep their elasticity. It's 
very important to keep playing and keep enjoying this life. Enjoy every single moment, of 
course. 
  


