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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2021      
 
JASON DUFNER  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Jason, let's talk about today. It was fun watching you play. What was the best part 
of the game today, because I saw a lot of good stuff? 
 
JASON DUFNER:  I putted really well, which was nice. I made a lot of kind of those 
hole-able putts in the 8- to 15-foot range, so that was nice. I was a little shaky on the front 
nine, but first nine holes of the year, just kind of feeling it out a little bit. Then made the turn 
and got it going there, finished up strong. 
 
Q.  No. 2, strokes gained putting so far today, almost 120 feet of putts made. That was 
really good. These greens are nice, though, aren't they? 
 
JASON DUFNER:  Yeah, they're rolling good. They're a little bit tricky, they've got a lot of 
slope on them, a little bit of poa annua in the afternoon, so tomorrow look forward to having 
some nice smooth greens at least for the first nine holes. This is my fourth or fifth time 
playing so I kind of know what to expect on the breaks, but they're a little tricky. Staying 
below the hole is obviously pretty key. 
 
Q.  No. 5 strokes gained off the tee, of course you hit that low ball that gets to running 
and I saw that several times today, you hit some nice tee shots.  
 
JASON DUFNER:  Yeah, this is good conditions for me, firm and fast is always kind of in my 
wheelhouse. I picked up some speed here in the last six months or so. I've been training in 
the gym some for the first time in my career trying to gain some speed to move faster; not 
necessarily change my golf swing so much, but just to get my body moving faster. Then I've 
seen some gains, I started seeing some gains kind of in June, July before we had the break. 
Makes it a little bit easier, I can get to some of the par 5s. I'm really good with my wedges, 
so anything I can get inside 150 really helps. 
 
Q.  Yeah, because I kept saying this course really does seem to set up for your game. 
Seems that way to me anyway. 
 
JASON DUFNER:  Yeah, I feel comfortable here. It's tree lined a little bit, we've got great 
weather this week, it's firm and fast, so I'm looking forward to playing the next couple days. 
 
Q.  Last question, Auburn at Penn State. You're a big Auburn Tiger guy. That's a big 
one on Saturday night, isn't it? 
 
JASON DUFNER:  Yeah, that's a huge game. We've had two games, kind of been 
overmatched the teams we played. It will be interesting to see how the guys respond. It will 
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be a crazy environment. I'm sure it will be a white-out up at Penn State and we'll see how 
they respond. Hoping for a win. 
  


