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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 16, 2021      
 
TOM BYRUM 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  We'll get started with Tom Byrum here, back here at the Sanford 
International. Can you just start with your thoughts on being back?  
 
TOM BYRUM:  Well, getting a nice welcome with the wind here today, so I feel like I'm in 
South Dakota, but I also lost my voice, so whatever's in the air is just eating me up 
voice-wise. But it's good to be here and the golf course is in great shape. The tournament 
looks like it's going to be fabulous with the right weather and everything, so it will be fun. 
 
Q.  There's a guy playing as a qualifier in the tournament who quit his job as a teacher 
to come out here and try to play. Can you talk about what that's like when you see 
somebody trying to follow their dream who's just starting out as a pro? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  I think it's great. I did see his story on the internet or something. What he's 
doing is great, it's really cool he Monday qualified and he's got a chance to see how well he 
can play with the best players definitely in the world at our age. I'm sure he's excited. I saw 
his swing on there and it looks great, so the guy has potential it looks like. 
 
Q.  The health of the tour seems to be getting better and better, strength with all these 
young players coming in like Furyk's here this year. Can you talk about how much 
better it's gotten since you first started on the Champions Tour? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Well, you know, Bernhard Langer was pretty good when I got out here. Hale 
Irwin was still playing well. I mean, there's always pretty much superstars on this tour. 
They're doing well and they've won a lot of tournaments. Yes, there are better -- a lot of 
great players coming out, but I don't feel like -- you know, I still feel like there's a lot of good 
players that were ahead of them too as well. It's not like they're just replacing players that 
aren't as good. I think a lot of great players are out here. And yes, a lot of them have done 
some things like Furyk, Ernie Els obviously, but it's a strong tour most of the time. There's 
not a lot of weak links out here in my opinion. 
 
Q.  There's more now? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Tom, what's distinctive about this tournament as it compares to other Champions 
Tour events? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Well, it's my home state, for one. For me, obviously it means a lot to me to 
come here and play professional golf in my home state. That's a dream come true for me. 
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Right there, I could stop right there, but it's a really nice tournament for everybody else as 
well. We've got a great golf course, it's in great shape. It's tricky. You don't just go out there 
with your eyes shut and play this place, it's going to eat you up. So we have great sponsors 
and a great following. Look at the stands. We don't have this everywhere where we have 
this many stands. It would be one, even if I wasn't from here, I wouldn't miss this place. 
 
Q.  Are there noticeable differences on the course with how fast it's playing? 
 
TOM BYRUM:  Well, when you're downwind it's ridiculous right now. I mean, you can't even 
judge it hardly when it's into the wind, and I heard we're going to have the opposite wind 
tomorrow. Downwind is harder sometimes, especially when it gets this, what is this, 35 
maybe downwind? That's really hard to do going downwind. Into the wind it's almost easier 
to get it on the green, but it's harder to club. I don't know, it's tough. Either direction you go it 
makes it really tough when you get this much wind and we're not used to this much wind day 
in and day out. 
  


