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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 15, 2021      
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT 
 
 
Q.  With this being the season opener, coming into this week in good form, does this 
give you a reset on the PGA TOUR heading into the new season?  
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Oh, yes. Obviously I play a solid golf the last three months, 
played decent last week in the European Tour and feeling comfortable with the way I'm 
swinging it on the final Korn Ferry. It's good to start a new season on the PGA TOUR with 
fresh forms and comfortable, really confident going to the first week of the season. 
 
Q.  Two things you just mentioned, but entering in a Korn Ferry Tour Finals, does that 
change how you approach the season knowing what category you're playing out of? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Little bit. I know I have to start well to get the reshuffle, to get 
back on almost full status again. But I think it's a good timing when I feel I'm playing well and 
all I need to do is just make sure I have enough gas in the tank. I've been playing a lot of 
golf, like six, seven in a row traveling around the world, every part of the world. Feels good 
with the way I'm swinging the club, carry a lot of confidence in. Hope to get a good start and 
then get a good reshuffle and back on the Tour again. 
 
Q.  Looking back at last week at Wentworth, what were the takeaways and how your 
form was coming together so much last week? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  I think I feel really free. I got freedom after I got my PGA 
TOUR card back again. I also got my -- still got my Tour card in the pocket, European Tour 
card in the pocket next season, so there's nothing for me to lose. Go out and enjoy the 
game, swing it freely, don't have any stress or really putting a lot of pressure on myself. Just 
want to enjoy the way I'm hitting balls, the way I'm moving the ball around, the golf balls, and 
get a very good result. 
 
Q.  Lastly, looking back just on the last two years and some of the struggles that 
you've endured, talking about that sense of freedom that you have, do you think 
playing with less pressure now will ease up those struggles? How do you reflect on 
the last two years? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  I think it's been really difficult two years. The injury with my 
right knee after Augusta in 2019, play against injury not always good. After the COVID hit, 
going back to Thailand and stuck in the country for eight months, didn't play much golf, 
couldn't get the momentum in the golf events, just can't control the nerves every time I came 
out, expect playing well every week, put a lot of pressure to myself. Didn't enjoy the game, 
didn't enjoy the way I'm working in the last two years, but now it's a totally different story. 
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Playing with freedom is the best thing you want to do in this game. 
 
Q.  Physically, your knee is doing okay?  
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  I would say it's about 70, 80 percent better. It's not going to 
get 100 recovery as long as I'm still playing, still walking, still working hard, but I think it's 
good enough to play this game now. 
  


