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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 12, 2021      
 
JAY HAAS  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Jay, congrats. Just to put into words, you do it one round, that's pretty good. You 
do it two, this is three unbelievable rounds. 
 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, I played very solid all week, drove the ball well. Missed a couple 
fairways early today, but managed to make pars coming out of the box. Then made a couple 
birdies that settled me down a little bit. I just had some chances. Birdied 18, probably as 
good as I could do. I'm not a good fairway bunker player and had to hit a really nice one and 
hit a nice putt. That's a pretty cool way to finish off the week. I'm pleased. Hopefully there's 
more holes, but it was pretty cool to finish the way I did. 
 
Q.  You don't get to play home games very often in golf. What about the reaction on 
18?   
 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, that was pretty cool. I looked over at my wife, Jan was over on the right 
of the green. I was kind of looking for her, but a bunch of people were cheering there and 
they were all pulling for me. Like I say, it doesn't happen often. Usually, if it does happen, I 
don't play well. So it was nice to be in the hunt the whole week. It's what we play for and just 
hopefully there's more. 
 
Q.  At age 67 you're ready to go out and play as long as you have to to win? 
 
JAY HAAS:  My feet feel a lot better after making that putt. I doubt David will spit the bit, 
he's a hell of a player and very solid, drives the ball well and everything. You can get in 
trouble if you miss fairways here, but I don't anticipate him slipping up coming in. 
 
Q.  Could you feel the support out there? They love their local folks out here.  
 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, they do, and I could feel that they do. I could feel that in the past here. I 
played well at Bellerive a couple times in the Senior U.S. Open, Senior PGA, and we had 
unbelievable crowds at those events. Then this week, too, I think the crowds are very spread 
out here and you've got great staging, a lot of sky boxes and it makes for a pretty neat 
atmosphere for the players. When we do make birdies, they're cheering a lot. 
 
Q.  Did you play about as well as you could play? 
 
JAY HAAS:  You know, all of us can think about shots that we gave away. I missed about a 
three-and-a-half-footer at 2 for birdie after hitting a really nice shot in there, but I also made a 
nice putt at 1 and a nice putt at 3 for pars, so it evens out. Yeah, we all think we can birdie 
every hole probably. 
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Q.  No. 9, a couple of guys who were right behind you made double bogeys and you 
just had that one lip-out for birdie, right? 
 
JAY HAAS:  Yeah, it's an awkward tee shot, especially with the wind the way it's blowing 
right to left and it's hard to hold the ball in the fairway there. I overdid it today, hit two left 
rough the first two days and then right rough today. That's a better spot than left rough 
behind a tree, but it's just an awkward shot for me and I think most of the players. Not many 
balls are in the fairways and it's kind of a must to be in the fairway. It's a hard second shot, 
the green is difficult, don't want to be short, and if you carry it too far, then you're back in the 
back putting downhill. So I was fortunate to make par there. 
 
Q.  Did these three days feel different to you out there walking -- 
 
JAY HAAS:  Feel different? 
 
Q.  Yeah, just being here. 
 
JAY HAAS:  Not really. Golf is golf no matter where we are. We're trying to hit good shots 
and make birdies and all that and we're playing against the same guys every week, so we 
kind of know what to expect and all that. You see names pop up, you say, well, he's going to 
be tough to catch, things like that. But I felt pretty good coming down the stretch. I was 
driving the ball well and I just -- just birdie the last four holes; I wasn't thinking just one more, 
I was thinking let's birdie them all. What the heck, set my goal high. Didn't accomplish that, 
but I hit solid shots. And my drive at 18 was one of my poorer drives today, but I hit the best 
shot of the week probably, 7-iron shot into the green there out of the bunker. Just pleased 
with the way it all played out. 
 
Q.  With it the first-ever event, do you think in the future, do you think it will be a 
pretty popular stop with the crowds? 
 
JAY HAAS:  I hope so. It's such an easy place to play. Airport's right here, hotels, baseball 
games, fans are great. There's so many positives here in St. Louis. Ascension has done an 
unbelievable job. We were trying to get off the ground last year here, couldn't because of 
COVID, and I think even this year maybe there's some hesitancy with the people coming 
out. But I think it's off and running and hopefully it is. I told somebody I wish it was 15 years 
earlier when I was a little more in my prime, but I'll be back next year. So hopefully this is a 
long-running event. Hopefully the guys have enjoyed St. Louis and what it has to offer. 
  


