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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 12, 2021      
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA  ( +10) 
 
 
Q.  So I'm just curious what happened with your dog. You were going to try and figure 
out what happened? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, we did. He threw up a lot of blood. He's old, number one.   
 
Q.  Yes, 17?  
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah. And he threw up a lot of blood on Tuesday morning just 
before we were going to get ready to come out here. So we took him into the animal hospital 
and they did a bunch of tests and everything looked okay. He was okay, fine the rest of the 
day like he always is. Then got up in the middle of the night, took him out to the bathroom 
like usual. Sat down, he was fine. Walked back to his bed. Woke.  
 
Up when we got up for the pro-am, he was -- he had passed away. His eyes were open and 
his mouth was open and his tongue was hanging out. Anyway, so that afternoon we drove to 
Union, Missouri. 
 
Q.  Oh, you found a place? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, found a place there. Was it you who told me about it? 
 
Q.  Well, I was standing there. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Veterinary Associates, Union Veterinary Associates, called them 
up and they were able to do an autopsy. He had a tumor in his stomach that burst and that 
was it. They said he wasn't in any pain, he passed away peacefully and it was just his time 
to go. 
 
Q.  As I recall, you were afraid that like he had played around in an area where they 
had some spray, but that wasn't the case? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  No, that wasn't the case. Who knows how long it had been 
building up. 
 
Q.  So at least you didn't feel -- 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  No, you know, it's tough as it is. We knew he didn't have much 
longer, but you try to prepare yourself for it, but when it happens, it's still crushing, 
heartbreaking. 
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Q.  I've got one in that situation now. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  At least he passed away in his sleep, you know, wasn't in a lot of 
pain, so that's good. 
 
Q.  So I wanted to ask you how you came through this.  
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  You know, once I was out on the golf course, I didn't think about 
it too much. It was good. First time I played three days in a row. 
 
Q.  With your back and everything? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, my surgical area feels great. My rib hurts up here. 
Chiropractor and the guys in the trailer did a good job of getting it as loose as it could get. 
Hope it's a little bit better. I think every week should be a little bit better and better, I hope.  
 
It's a tough golf course, the greens are extremely tricky. I mean, if you get in some places, 
you're screwed, you can forget it. I shot 10 over and I made four doubles, I think. I played 
the other 50 holes, you know, two over, which wasn't bad. 
 
Q.  Well, considering the circumstances. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Right. 
 
Q.  Was this a big hurdle to cross? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  I think so. I'm glad I played. The course is in amazing shape. The 
greens are just -- they've got a lot of people scratching their heads, not just me. Yeah, they 
did a great job this week. 
 
Q.  So you saw you could do it --  
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- for three days? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah. And now I'm not worried about next week, what I'm going 
to do, because of Pebble Beach the week after that we've got to walk. 
 
Q.  Well, this isn't an easy course to walk.  
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  No. I rode every step of the way. So next week I'll try to walk 
nine and ride nine just to get my legs and feet broken in a little bit to make sure I can walk 
around Pebble and Spyglass. Yeah, it was a good steppingstone. It's good to be back out. 
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Q.  Have you noticed any difference in your game? 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah. I mean, I don't have much speed. I played with Rocco the 
first day and he said your swing looks the same, you'll get some speed back, which started 
feeling a little bit better. So I'm not hitting it very far, but I did hit some good irons. I know 
what I need to do, but it's a little painful to do it the way I want to. 
 
Q.  I had the same surgery. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Did you? 
 
Q.  I had to have double fusion. It's never been really the same. It's better in some 
ways, but it's not as good in some ways. I don't know if the stiffness will ever go 
away. 
 
MARK CALCAVECCHIA:  Yeah, that's the thing. 
  


