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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 9, 2021      
 
JIM FURYK 
 
 
Q.  I imagine after the way you finished you really like this golf course. 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, it was fun. First time I played. I think I did a lot of work on 17 and 18, got 
the hard dogleg left -- started on the back nine this morning, so 8, 9 you have the hard 
dogleg. No. 9's kind of -- everything's kind of cantered left to right. So two very poor drives 
on the last two holes, but not really quite sure where to go. The rest of the golf course was 
pretty straightforward. I think you can kind of read the yardage book, see where you're 
hitting. The greens have a lot of severity to them, but they're receptive, so guys have an 
opportunity to hit some shots and get them close. But the defense really is the greens and 
the amount of slope on them. 
 
Q.  What did you know about the course before you came here? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Not much. I knew that they used to play some Tour events here. I was 
guessing it was back in the '60s, '70s. Didn't know they had a PGA in the past or I believe 
there was an LPGA event I saw on the scorecard, but I knew it had been decades since 
events were here.  
 
Really hadn't heard all that much about it, to be honest with you, so kind of an open slate 
coming in. I saw some folks when I checked into the hotel last night, I saw a couple of the 
guys and heard about a couple of the greens. No. 11 was one, that was my second hole 
today, so I just kind of heard, "Wait until you see the 11th green, it has a lot of slope on it." 
 
Q.  We mentioned the players that have won here. Is it significant that the golf course 
creates the winner? Hogan won here, Littler won here, Trevino won here. They're all 
shotmakers. Is this a golf course that is a shotmaker's course? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I think so, but they probably also won here because they were just -- 
 
Q.  They were the best? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, they got that part of it, too.  
 
Yeah, I think it's going to be important to get the ball in the fairway. There's a good mix of 
holes in my opinion. There's some long 4s, some short 4s, you've got 11 that could be 
reachable, some greens that have triple tiers and some pretty difficult slopes. Some that 
maybe aren't benign, but are a little bit flatter and kind of cantered and don't have as many 
rolling hills. There's a good mix of holes.  
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Putting the ball in the fairway is always key. Here I would say you saw good ball-strikers win 
because they were able to put their iron shots in places where they could then attack with 
the putter. It's difficult to do because the greens are very severe. As I said, they're soft, 
they're very receptive right now. We'll see how that continues the rest of the week, but 
someone's going to go out there and hit some good iron shots, keep the ball below the pin 
where they have an opportunity to attack and that's probably what the good ball-strikers of 
decades ago did. 
 
Q.  What is your preparation like going into a course that you're not as familiar with? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, usually I would love to get two rounds around a golf course. I feel like if 
you give me one day to really kind of scout it out, get an idea and then I kind of hone things 
in on day two, I really would feel comfortable teeing up in a tournament. I didn't have that 
opportunity this week. My wife and I are hosting a PGA TOUR Champions event at home in 
Jacksonville, the Constellation Furyk & Friends, so very similar to this event, a lot of the 
same folks at HNS that are putting this on are helping us as well. I was home for media day, 
I was home for some charity work yesterday and then was only able to get to see the course 
for a day.  
 
But Fluff flew in early, did a good job of kind of scouting the course, steering me in the right 
direction today and, like I said, a lot of it off the tee, for me it's really getting comfortable -- for 
two days it's getting comfortable with where I'm aiming off the tee and feeling more 
comfortable. A lot of it was in front of me where I could see where I was going. It was only 
the last couple holes, 8 and 9 I was a little unsure of what to do. Fluff was trying to steer me 
in the right direction, I just wasn't listening very well. 
 
Q.  Also, this is just a pro-am, but still a pretty good crowd out here? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, it's fun. It's great to getting back to somewhat normalcy. It's fun for us. 
Last year I played golf for three or four months without seeing a fan and that started to 
become normal and that's not what anyone wants. It's not good for our tour, it's not good for 
our fan base and such. So to kind of be out here and here some applause and roars on the 
golf course again is fun for us and hopefully the fans will come out here. We're outdoors, we 
should all be able to be pretty safe and enjoy it. 
 
Q.  Jim, a Ryder Cup question. The histrionics, the sideshow that goes along with 
these events, these team events seems to ramp up -- 
 
JIM FURYK:  You don't have to define histrionics for me, but other than that, circus? I got 
that part. The sideshow. 
 
Q.  The cheerleading, all that kind of stuff, it continues to grow. We even saw it with 
the Solheim Cup over the weekend. How can players who spend their career 
demanding silence so they can focus on their game not be victims of that kind of 
behavior when they're playing in a cup match? 
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JIM FURYK:  Most of the time I think what we're looking for, whether we're playing in 
Europe or whether we're playing in the United States, whether it's the Ryder Cup, the 
Presidents Cup, the Solheim cup, the Walker Cup, you name it, the Cups, I think we're 
looking for that home side advantage. We're looking for that cheering, but we're looking for it 
to happen in the right way and at the right time.  
 
I did spend a little time watching the Solheim Cup this week and I'm not aware, so you can 
correct me, was there some times where folks spoke out while players were playing? 
 
Q.  No, but I mean the players were constantly ramping the crowd up. It just seems 
like they're away from the focus of playing. 
 
JIM FURYK:  You know, I guess there's a little bit of "to each their own" in some respects. 
We don't get an opportunity to represent our country, we don't get an opportunity to play in 
front of a home crowd very often, so when you do, you're excited.  
 
Now, I'm not saying you have to incite a crowd, but I'll tell you what, at a Ryder Cup or 
Solheim Cup, you knock in a 10-footer to win a hole, the place is going bananas, and we 
don't get the opportunity to play in front of that and we enjoy it. And hence, to be honest with 
you, I enjoyed going to Europe and having it the other way around and being the underdog 
and the one everyone was pulling for. It's kind of you gain that "it's me versus the world" 
mentality and you have a chip on your shoulder. You miss a six-footer to halve a hole and 
the place goes nuts and you're gritting your teeth and you're like, "I'll show them." You want 
to go out and win the next hole.  
 
So I enjoy that part of it. I grew up playing football, basketball and baseball. I played in gyms 
in high school that were very difficult to play in and where folks cheered against you and 
played at home in a big game when our home crowd was cheering for us. I think that's part 
of sports.  
 
Again, we want it done the right way. I don't want to see a European player at the Ryder Cup 
pull back the putter and have someone say "Miss it!" right in the middle of a stroke, right?   
 
Q.  Like in Minnesota. 
 
JIM FURYK:  So you don't want to see those sorts of things, but that crowd that chooses a 
side and roots like crazy for them, I think that's wonderful.  You're not rooting for the other 
team, are you? 
 
Q.  No, no.   
  


