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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 8, 2021      
 
JOHN DALY 
 
 
Q.  John, here at Ascension Charity Classic, first year, and you're back in Missouri, a 
place that you know very well. Just your thoughts on being here in St. Louis this 
week? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Oh, it's just a great, great city., I've always loved it. I lived in Jeff City for a few 
years and we got beaten in the state high school football by St. Charles, they were good. We 
almost got to state. No, I love this state, I love St. Louis, great fans. I'm the biggest Cardinal 
fan you could ever think of. 
 
Q.  As a lead-in, just talk a little bit about tonight. It's John Daly Night at the Cardinals 
game tonight. First the Dodgers. How cool is that? 
 
JOHN DALY:  It's an honor more than anything, and the bobbleheads are so funny, it's 
going to be great. Throwing the first pitch out, I've been texting Pujols today, just put the 
Cardinal uniform on again. He says, I want to catch the first pitch. I wanted Yadier to, but 
unfortunately the players can't do it, so I got Ryan Franklin, who pitched in the 2011 World 
Series, who's a good buddy of mine. He's going to catch all the pitches. 
 
Q.  John, how would you characterize your game right now? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I'm hitting it okay, it's just the putting's been a little suspect this year. The 
ball-striking's been there, I just haven't (inaudible). I guess I've got to hit it closer. 
 
Q.  And are there some par 4s that you can hit the green or get close? 
 
JOHN DALY:  The 11th hole here is a very tough green, but I feel you've got to go for it 
because it's a green that's just not going to hold anything within 60 yards. We're trying to 
figure out where the members put the pins on that hole, it's brutal. We're going to have a 
good time here. 
 
Q.  You were here on 9/11, weren't you, John? 
 
JOHN DALY:  No, I was in Minnesota doing a Tom Lehman event, I can't remember the 
course, but when it happened. 
 
Q.  John, you played in this area before, their developmental Tour, you come up here 
and played in the Bogey Hills Invitational, the St. Louis Open and those kind of 
events. What do you remember about that time in your career? 
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JOHN DALY:  It was a USGT and the PGT and the Hooters Tour and all that, yeah. Bogey 
Hills was our, what we called our mini-tour Masters tournament because the greens were so 
fast and such a great little golf course. I think I came back after I won the PGA because I 
wanted to play it so bad again. No, we had a blast. That was our like elite -- that was our 
Masters because the greens were going to 12, 13, 14 on the stimp. All the mini-tour guys 
loved going there and playing there. 
 
Q.  (Question about golf course development and Branson course.)  
 
JOHN DALY:  I did, Johnny Morris bought it and turned it into Tiger's and Crenshaw's and a 
13-hole par 3. I did one just south of Sacramento, might have been north. It was an Indian 
casino, we did that one, I think it was Sevillano Hills, and then I did Thundering Waters on 
the Niagara Falls side, I did the Blarney in Ireland, did Myrtle Beach Wicked Stick. We sold 
that. Gary Shaw, he used to be past president of the PGA, sold that about three years ago. 
Done a few of them. I love doing it. Money's good. 
 
Q.  John, you've probably been asked this, but it's been 30 years now since Crooked 
Stick and wonder if you ever reflected much about that, what that meant to your 
career and everything that's happened since.  
 
JOHN DALY:  Well, it got it started, but I mean, that was just an unbelievable year. I was so 
happy I kept my card. I had made 162 grand knowing I was going to have my card for the 
next year. That wouldn't even be in the 500th place on the PGA TOUR now. I was excited. I 
didn't have any pressure on me, went in there, I was hitting the ball pretty good and I just 
made a ton of putts. But that tournament I'll never, ever forget, you never forget a major, but 
the British win at St. Andrews was the one that you think, hey, can you really do it again. 
You sit there and wonder if you can or can't, that it wasn't a freak accident. 
 
Q.  I was looking at that week also (inaudible) got killed in a lightning strike and you 
actually donated a portion of your winnings to I think his daughter or -- 
 
JOHN DALY:  Both daughters, yeah. 
 
Q.  Did you stay in touch with them? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Yeah, we've stayed in touch. Both of them became -- one's a doctor, one's a 
lawyer. One of the daughters has a child that is going to use that money to go to school as 
well. It paid off, it was unbelievable. 
 
Q.  That's got to be a great memory, too. 
 
JOHN DALY:  Oh, yeah. It's a sad one, but... 
 
Q.  Something good came out of it. 
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JOHN DALY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  The other thing is Squeaky was your caddie, right? And he came here and won the 
following year at Bellerive? 
 
JOHN DALY:  With Nick Price, yeah. 
 
Q.  How big a part did he play at Crooked Stick --  
 
JOHN DALY:  He was the best because -- 
 
Q.  -- because your game is pretty radically different than -- 
 
JOHN DALY:  Well, it was always Zoysia there, too, so the ball goes about a club, almost 
sometimes a club and a half further off Zoysia. He says, what do you hit your 8-iron, and at 
that time I was hitting a (inaudible). He goes, okay, that's Nick Price's 6-iron, so you're two 
clubs less than he is, so we'll just take it from there, and he never missed a club. 
 
Q.  Do you remember what he said to you on every tee? 
 
JOHN DALY:  "Kill it, John." 
 
Q.  I remember he was quoted as saying Daly hits the ball in spots (inaudible), so it 
was definitely a different week for him? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Yeah. God, Nick just never missed a fairway, but Nick just wasn't quite as 
long as a lot of guys. Squeaky said, this is great, hitting L wedges into 480, 450-yard par 4s, 
wedges and stuff.  
 
Q.  How's your health? 
 
JOHN DALY:  It's okay right now. I'll know more in November, go back in and get checked. 
If it's benign again, I go once a year for five years. So hopefully, cross my fingers. 
 
Q.  Just one more, but how old were you at Crooked Stick? You were how old? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Twenty-five. 
 
Q.  Were you that old? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I was old. 
 
Q.  Thought you were maybe younger than that. Everything that happened, was that 
hard to deal with with everything that all of a sudden you went from an alternate to 
being the PGA champion and everything that happens after that. 
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JOHN DALY:  No, it was just something I had to get used to. It was weird. People wanting 
my autograph going through airports and stuff was a little weird, but it was kind of fun. The 
only sad part about that win was it was the last time a PGA champion didn't get invited to the 
Ryder Cup that fell in that year. So that would have been my Ryder Cup chance. That was 
the last year that the PGA of America switched it. 
 
Q.  I didn't know that. 
 
JOHN DALY:  Yeah, but everything (inaudible). 
 
Q.  It also was huge impact on the game. You were hitting it further than everybody 
else, the "grip it and rip it" thing became a big deal. It really impacted the game for 
quite a few years.  
 
JOHN DALY:  Also it brought blue collar golf back. I mean, you know, people who can't 
really afford the game, if they can just go buy a club, whether it's a wedge or a putter, if they 
can just start playing golf and fall in love with it, that was my -- that's my people, the blue 
collar (inaudible). Thrived on it. I didn't have anything, so hopefully it got a lot of people 
interested in the game that didn't -- really couldn't afford it or didn't have it.  
 
Q.  You sound like Bubba. 
 
JOHN DALY:  (Inaudible).   
 
I've just been a Cardinal fan since I was 4. That's when I went to Arkansas and that's when I 
fell in love with the Cowboys, the Razorbacks, Celtics and the Cardinals. Everybody was 
like, it was either the Cardinals or Cubs, but since the Razorbacks were kind of red, I went 
with the Cardinals and I've been with the Cardinals ever since. I've just loved them, the 
legacies, the legends of the game. The Cardinals are always a team that's going to always 
have a chance to make the playoffs, the organization's so good. We've got to win some 
games now to make it, but it's just a great, great organization. The guys are just -- all the 
guys have been great. I've known a lot of baseball players and football and entertainers and 
stuff, but baseball players to me are just (inaudible), especially the pitchers. 
 
Q.  You connect with them well and you've casually mentioned before, yeah, I texted 
this guy, that's a common thing. You keep up with those guys. 
 
JOHN DALY:  All the time, yeah. I've kept up with Pujols ever since he left the Cardinals. I 
got to see him in Newport two years ago. He's really good friends with DeMarco because 
he's a Florida guy, but got to meet him. He gave me a 600 bat and the camouflage jersey, 
signed it to me. 
  


