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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 8, 2021      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
 
Q.  Thank you, Bernhard for joining us here at the inaugural Ascension Charity 
Classic. Just got a chance to play Norwood, I guess, yesterday, right? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Can we just start with your thoughts on the course and being here in St. Louis this 
week? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, only had one look at the course and very impressed with the 
conditions of the course. Beautiful old gem, I would say.  
 
One thing I thought, I noticed was a couple of very severe greens, very undulating greens. 
Like many of the courses that were built 100 years ago or 80 years ago, they were designed 
probably for green speed of 7 or 8 on the stimpmeter, now we're playing 11, 12, 13 and the 
ball doesn't stop anymore, it gets away.  
 
There will be some very tough pin positions, I think, very difficult, a lot of breaking putts on 
many of these greens. So the key is to have control over your golf ball and hit it in the right 
spot where you have an uphill putt or a reasonable putt, not a downhill or sidehill impossible 
putt. I think that's the key.  
 
But you've got to do everything else well. I felt it played extremely long yesterday and I 
looked at the scorecard, we're playing 7,050 yards for par 671, so if you make that a par 72, 
it would be 7,250 roughly, which is very long when the ball doesn't run on the Zoysia 
fairways that we have here because the grass is very thick-bladed grass and soft, so you 
don't get a lot of bounce, which means it plays every inch of the distance on the card.  
 
So those were my first impressions. I'm going to play again tomorrow in the pro-am and 
figure out my game plan and how to attack the course, where to play safe and where to be 
aggressive. 
 
Q.  You had a strong finish two weeks ago at the last event at the Ally Challenge in 
Michigan. Can you just talk a little bit about your takeaways from that week, and now 
you're back on top of the Schwab Cup and just the state of your game right now?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, felt I played really solid golf the last couple of months or so, 
or more than that obviously. Just the putter had let me down a little bit ever since my caddie 
broke the shaft way back in Endicott. So I had it re-shafted and brought another one out to 
experiment, but it's fine tuning something that has been fairly good for many years. That's 
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probably what helped me back a little bit, but even so, I was in contention on a number of 
occasions and fairly happy with the state of my game.  
 
I'm thrilled to be on top of the Schwab Cup because when I look at the top-10 there, it's 
pretty impressive. There's some big names up there, some major champions, Hall of 
Famers, very good players and they're breathing down my neck. There's about seven or 
eight of us that still have a chance with eight tournaments to go. It's going to be a tight race. 
Hopefully I'll end up at the end on top of it. 
 
Q.  What are your memories of golf in St. Louis? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I was there, as I said -- well, we hadn't talked about that. I 
was here on 9/11, 20 years ago now. That was very sad memories. The world has not been 
the same since and America has certainly not been the same and I hope I never have to 
experience or watch anything like that again.  
 
That was Bellerive, right? That's the course? Then we were back a few years ago to play the 
Senior PGA. Was it the PGA? I enjoyed that tournament very much. I got off to a bad start 
but fought back extremely well and had a good time.  
 
It's got some of the greatest golf courses in the country, I think, St. Louis. I was this morning 
at Old Warson Golf Course, very impressive. This one here and Bellerive and probably a 
bunch of others I don't know, so I imagine they take their golf serious and they love it 
because they have a lot of great courses. 
 
Q.  What are your memories of that day 20 years ago? What were you doing and 
where were you when you got the news that day? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I'll never forget. I was on my way to the driving range to hit some 
balls and somebody inside a room said, "Wow, you've got to see this, this can't be right, 
there's planes crashing into buildings." I'm going, "No way," so I stopped and went in there 
and watched some on TV what was unfolding. It didn't look real, it didn't seem real and we 
couldn't -- I couldn't grasp my head around how anybody would kill themselves to fly a plane 
into a building and kill thousands of others, but it was true. And then there was the rumor of 
more planes and all that, so it was a terrible day. I wish I could forget it, but it's ingrained in 
my brain. As I said, I think it's one of the darkest days and I hope it will never happen again. 
 
Q.  What were your travel arrangements to get out of St. Louis? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it was a nightmare, too, because every plane, they were 
grounded, there were no flights available. The tournament was canceled right away and so 
first I looked for a flight, that wasn't possible. Then I thought, well, maybe I drive home, 
which was a long ways to south Florida, but rental car companies were sold out at that point 
in time because thousands and thousands of people were in the same position I was in. 
Couldn't get a rental car.  
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So we made a bunch of phone calls, tried this and that and eventually we had no option, 
nothing was available unless you take a train or a bus and I don't even know if that was 
available.  
 
So the tournament was very kind to give me one of the courtesy cars they had for the week 
and say, "We'll give you one of those, you can take it home and find a way to get it back," or 
whatever. So Tim Rosaforte, who lived in West Palm Beach at the time, and myself shared a 
car to go home to south Florida. Like a, I don't know, 20-odd hour drive or something like 
that. We stopped in Atlanta. So instead of playing in big tournament, we were heading home 
and couldn't figure out where the world was going. 
 
Q.  (Question about longevity on the Senior Tour.)  
 
Can you talk about your preparation? He was glowing in his comments about how 
thoroughly prepared you are. As part of that, he mentioned a caddie and a broken 
shaft. He thought your caddie was a really good fit for you. Can you talk about your 
caddie, how long you've been with him? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  To set the record straight, he didn't break the shaft. He had a week 
off and somebody else caddied for me that broke the shaft. It's not his fault. 
 
Yeah, Terry Holt, my caddie, I've known him since we were about 18 or 20. He started on 
Tour when he was 18, I started playing when I was 18, but he never caddied for me until 
about 15 years ago when I was looking for a regular caddie and I actually asked him. I said, 
"Would you know anybody at the (inaudible) classic, would you know anybody that is a 
Christian, is sober, on time and somebody I would enjoy being with for years to come?" 
 
He waited about five seconds and he goes, "Well, how about me?" So I said, "We can try it 
for a few weeks and see if it works out." He's maybe the hardest working caddie I've ever 
had and maybe the hardest working caddie of anybody. 
 
He prepares extremely well, far better than I do and I think I prepare pretty good, but he 
takes it to another level. And we both get along very well. We both believe in Jesus Christ, 
we both come from Europe -- he's from Manchester, England, not that that means much, 
and I'm from Germany -- and we both married American women, have four kids each, so 
there's a few similarities. We're similar ages.  
 
But yes, preparation I think is very important, especially when you go to new places. If you 
play the same course every year for 15 years in a row, you know it all basically, but if you 
come to a place like this for the first time and you only have two days to figure it out, it's 
important. 
  


