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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 26, 2021 
 
DAVID LIPSKY  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Take us through the round and some highlights of the day.  
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Obviously got off to a hot start, went birdie-birdie-eagle. Holed some nice 
putts in the first few holes and hit some great iron shots the rest of the day. It's a tough 
course. If you don't hit the fairways, it's tricky. I missed a few fairways, but luckily my short 
game saved me and put together a great round. 
 
Q.  What's it like mentally when you get off to that kind of hot of a start? Do you 
almost have to rein yourself in, because you were 4 under through five or whatever it 
is? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Yeah, I think it's the first time I've ever done that, went birdie-birdie-eagle, 
but I've gotten off to hot starts before. It's about just trying to execute the shot, try not to get 
too greedy for the rest of the round and just try to play my own game. I've played enough 
tournaments to know that by now. But at the same time, it also gives you, especially on a 
tough course, a little bit of a bumper to just, you know, if you make a bogey, don't even 
worry about it too much because you're so few under par, so confidence boost. 
 
Q.  Just the way the Finals are set up for a guy like you, sort of in that mid range, up 
to 25, how big a difference is there in winning and getting up to that No. 1 spot for 
someone like you compared to maybe a couple high finishes in the Finals and you're 
still like 6th or 7th? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  I think winning would be amazing and getting as high as I can would be 
great, and obviously being in the No. 1 spot you get fully exempt status and a host of other 
things, but that's not really what I'm doing here. This is my third tournament back from a little 
bit of an injury, so I'm just trying to get back into playing form, get everything sharp for the 
PGA TOUR season. That's really what my goal is these next few weeks, and if I end up 
winning, that's great. 
 
Q.  What was the injury? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  I sprained my finger doing some stupid stuff. I won't get into that. Yeah, it 
set me back. I took about six weeks off right in the middle of our season and my first event 
back was Omaha and that was a little rough and slowly getting better, made the cut last 
week. Hopefully just carry that momentum on to the next few events and into the fall season. 
 
Q.  How long did you go without like touching a club? 
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DAVID LIPSKY:  Four, five weeks. I wanted to -- I was in a good position so I didn't need to 
push it, so I was just trying to make sure I was back to 100 percent before I came back out 
here. 
 
Q.  So your swing is fine, but is there a thing about being competition rusty and do 
you think that's what you're trying to get over? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Yeah, definitely. Like just general feel like wedge shots, shots out of the 
rough, how it plays with different winds and things like that you can't really simulate just 
hitting balls on a range, which is what I was doing the week before Omaha. So these last 
few weeks I've just been trying to play as much as I can, get as many rounds as I can under 
my belt. 
 
Q.  I know it's just one shot, but that par save on 9, is that a big thing? Because like 
you played a great round and then to throw a bogey in on the last, but to be able to 
save par, is that a huge kind of thing where you go home happy? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Yeah, definitely. I'm not sure whether that drive was me or my cracked 
clubhead, but at the end of the day I played really solid and I just accept that whatever 
happens, happens. But obviously making par there tastes way better and helps me go to 
sleep better than making bogey or anything worse. 
 
Q.  How did you crack your driver? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  I have no idea. My caddie was cleaning my club and he's like, "Oh, I think 
it's cracked." Luckily for me, my roommate from Northwestern is from Columbus and he has 
all my old clubs, so he has a few backups that I can try. 
 
Q.  Did you play here in college? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Yeah, I played here four, five years in a row, so I'm really familiar with 
Scarlet. 
 
Q.  How long ago did you use the driver you're going to be using tomorrow? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  That's a great question. I have no idea what he's bringing, so at least two 
to three years old. We'll see. 
 
Q.  How does that work? Just has to feel good in your hand or like what's that -- 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  As long as the ball isn't curving too much and goes relatively far, I'm good 
with it. I can compete with my irons, my putter and my wedges and then fix everything next 
week. 
 
Q.  Did you like call him just now? 
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DAVID LIPSKY:  He's walking with me, yeah. 
 
Q.  Did he play college golf? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What's his name?   
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Jonathan Bowers.  
 
Q.  So are you guys going to go to a range tonight?  
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  I think we're going to try to hit balls here if it's open. We'll see. 
 
Q.  And then this course obviously has a reputation of being one of the toughest 
stops on Tour. Has the rain just kind of made it a little bit more of a scoring game for 
you guys out here? Is that really just kind of the key? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  I think the key out here's fairways. Because of the rain, the rough is really 
juicy, and the heat, so there's a lot of growth in the rough. But if you can keep your ball in the 
fairway, the greens are the most receptive I've ever seen them, so it makes some of these 
pin locations really accessible. I think if you're hitting it straight, the scores are out there for 
you. 
 
Q.  Did you say you were going home to get the club? 
 
DAVID LIPSKY:  Yeah, he lives just down the street. 
 


