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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 26, 2021 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Walk us through the round, the highlights and the hot stretch there on the back 
nine.  
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Yeah, honestly, I just putted lights out. It was, you know, it was solid 
off the tee, solid into the greens and stuff. Nothing that would catch your eye, like this guy is 
ball-striking today. I made some nice putts, hit some wedges close and stuff and didn't really 
make any mistakes. I mean, the golf course is soft, so you can kind of get away with some 
shots into the green. I remember I think played last fall and it was firm, so it obviously plays 
a little easier this year. Yeah, I had it rolling on the back nine and just kind of kept the pedal 
down, for sure. 
 
Q.  A hot start here and then a really high finish in Omaha, two places that are tight. 
Back early in the year the driver was something that you really wanted to make sure 
you improve on your accuracy. Another high finish at a place like this, would that be a 
huge sign of growth for you and something you would be proud of carrying into the 
Tour season? 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Honestly, between me and you, I've seen the growth that I need to 
see. Golf, it ebbs and flows, for sure, so I'm just enjoying kind of the nice little run I'm on and 
hopefully kind of can keep the pedal down a little bit and continue to play well all through the 
fall and into the next year. I don't really have to prove to myself that I can compete, I've seen 
what I needed to see, so I'm just excited to start the season in a couple weeks. 
 
Q.  Would you be more surprised if you didn't play well with how you feel right now? 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  No, because I know this game. You know, you try to prepare every 
week, and obviously this week I had a little shorter -- I went home for a day and a half, but I 
just know what I need to work on to get ready.  
 
Now, that being said, I don't really know what's going to show up on the golf course. It is 
golf. You just kind of -- you try to prepare as well as you can and then play with what you've 
got that day. I've done a good job of that. Obviously I didn't play -- last week I didn't play 
great the first two days and I had a fantastic weekend and it turned out to be a great week 
for me. 
 
It just changes every day. I'd like to say, hey, I have the secret figured out. I don't. I 
just -- right now I'm playing good and I'm obviously playing with a lot of confidence, which is 
something that's really fun in golf, for sure. 
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Q.  What part of your game is most improved now than a couple years ago when you 
last got your Tour card? 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Yeah, I think honestly the ball-striking has gotten a lot better. I think 
my bad rounds, my bad ball-striking rounds have just kind of improved so I can kind of get 
away with some bad shots, still hit it on the green and then rely on the short game. That's 
also gotten better over the last couple years.  
 
So overall I think I've just kind of been getting better at all parts of the game a little bit here 
and there. It's hard to measure sometimes because it ebbs and flows, like I said. Yeah, I 
think long game obviously kind of keeps the round intact sometimes and yeah, I'm overall 
probably just a little better. 
 
Q.  Are you more confident about your return to the PGA TOUR than you were the first 
couple times you got your card? 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  First time, yeah. Yes, obviously. I've said, and I think you can 
probably dig through the interviews three or four years ago, I've always said I wanted to 
become more consistent. That meant getting your ball-striking up to par to the point where 
you know you can still play golf courses that require that a little more and get away with a 
bad round, shoot a couple under rather than a couple over.  
 
So yes, I think I'm a lot more confident going in this time. I know most of the golf courses on 
Tour and I've got a great team around me that I trust and I'm looking forward to kind of 
taking that to the next level. 
 
Q.  How impressive is it that your high school teammate Keith had an awesome finish 
to play his way into the next leg of the -- 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  It was tough to watch because I guess Golf Channel didn't broadcast 
it on Monday and neither did NBC, so I watched it on my phone. I knew when he birdied 17 
he was going to be -- I think he was going to be okay. Then to clutch up and make a really 
good 3 on 18 was awesome. You know, I know he's obviously struggled a little bit this last 
year and a half. He's been starting to play really like he should. I mean, the guy's really 
talented, he's really good. So I'm happy to see him where he belongs, and happy to see 
Harris where he belongs. He's been through kind of the ringer a little bit, too. I can't wait to 
kind of have dinner with them boys here in a couple weeks and kind of reminisce on old 
times. 
 
Q.  And today's International Dog Day, nice to have a nice round for Phil?  
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Yeah, I told my wife, I can't believe she didn't post anything on social 
media. She must not love him as much as I do. No, you know, he's probably pretty happy 
where he is right now. He's playing with other dogs, so I'm sure when we pick him up he'll be 
tired and go straight to sleep. 
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Q.  He's at doggie daycare? 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Not really. It's just -- it's like this guy has another dog, so they've 
probably been playing all day, so we'll see what we come back with. 
 
Q.  Like a Bumble for dogs?  
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Yeah, that's right. Oh, I hope not. I think Bumble is a little too 
aggressive. Maybe like, I don't even know if they have that, just to hang out. 
 
Q.  Bumble BFF? 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  There you go. Is that a thing? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
STEPHAN JAEGER:  Thanks, Kev. Thanks for that. 
 


