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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
August 8, 2021 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER  ( -16, won second playoff hole with birdie) 
 
 
STEWART MOORE:  Abraham Ancer, in your 121st PGA TOUR start, victorious today at 
the WGC FedEx St. Jude Invitational. Thanks for joining us here for a few minutes. Quite a 
day at TPC Southwind. If you can just start with some opening comments about the day and 
what it's like to finally break through for your first win. 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Man, it's going to take a while. I was trying to kind of let it all sink in 
there in the ceremony on 18. It was really surreal, something that I've been working for since 
I was a little kid. Definitely a dream, a dream come true to win on the PGA TOUR, and to do 
it on a big stage like a WGC event was really, really cool, man. It was a crazy round. I 
thought I was going to need a really low one to have a chance today, but it just worked out 
that it was like pretty much survival mode on the back nine.  
 
It was pretty tricky. The wind was swirling, the pins were in spots that you have to be 
extremely accurate. Yeah, I got lucky maybe, but there were some misses in some 
tournaments that I thought I've done enough to win and I just, I didn't get the win. So this 
time it just worked out my way and I'm really thankful, man. 
 
STEWART MOORE:  You mentioned some events before you felt like you did enough to get 
the win, didn't quite get there. You've really been building towards this moment. With the win 
you move up to No. 6 on the FedExCup ranks. Have you seen this on the horizon? Was it 
due? Was it kind of your time?  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  I thought so. I had obviously some close calls this year and the 
previous seasons. I didn't want to think of like, oh, my God, I'm so due, I didn't want to put 
extra pressure.  
 
But yeah, I felt, like I told you, I've done enough in other events to win and it just didn't go my 
way. So I just stayed patient, I didn't change anything. I just try to get better at how I play 
golf and keep my head cool. There's obviously some rough weeks that can kind of throw you 
off and maybe you start looking at some things that you shouldn't, but I learned that the first 
year when I was out here and I played terrible golf and I'm pretty thankful now that I learned 
all those lessons right away.  
 
Q.  Abraham, congratulations. From an outsider's perspective, that last hour and a 
half even before the playoff was absolute chaos up and down the course from 
everybody. I'm curious, were you surprised when you finished and all of a sudden 
were like, oh, my gosh, I actually have a chance to go win this thing? Was it as much 
of a shock to you as it was for all of us watching? 
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ABRAHAM ANCER:  Absolutely. I was watching the scoreboard, I like to know what I need 
to do and where I stand. At one point I saw Harris, I think he was 20 under and I was like, 
man, he's running away with it, I've got to make some birdies. Putts weren't dropping. I was 
hitting some good shots, but I wasn't really getting much out of them and I was getting a little 
bit frustrated out there. I was like, man, I need to make a move and I was just putting myself 
in tough spots or long putts, I wasn't hitting it close.  
 
Yeah, it was definitely a surprise. I keep looking, I was like, man, they just came back two 
strokes. Another two, I'm tied for the lead? Walking off 16 I couldn't believe I was tied for the 
lead there. I felt like I was maybe four strokes behind. You just don't know what can happen 
out here, man. It's crazy. It's a tough golf course. Like I said, you get a little bit of wind out 
there, small targets, anything can happen. 
 
Q.  A follow on that, the second playoff hole, the putt you made, I would like for you to 
describe that because from where we sat, it looked like a classic match play where 
he's closer than you but if you make that putt, you put an awful lot of pressure on 
him.  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yeah, I was actually pretty thankful that I was -- I like to putt first, 
especially if the putts are really close of distance and kind of the same neighborhood. I 
mean, I just knew what the putt was doing, I felt like I had a great read and I just thought 
about aiming my putter perfectly, and then after that just putting the best stroke I can put on 
that ball. Thankfully it came in right online and went in with good speed. But yeah, I really 
wanted to putt first.  
 
Q.  Does today seem like it was all about patience? And I was just wondering, have 
you always been a patient player and was there a time when you got frustrated at all 
with the close calls and the fact that you weren't quite getting that win?  
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yeah, it definitely felt on the front nine that it was going to be a 
tournament you've just got to go and get it and make a lot of birdies. Once you get past 10, 
everything started changing. I mean, I saw -- I was looking at the scoreboard and then Benji, 
my caddie, told me, hey, these guys are coming back, we've got to hold on and make a 
couple birdies coming in, you never know. It was definitely a lot of patience, it was pretty 
much survival mode. I had some looks coming in, I just was really far away. I hit some good 
putts but didn't quite match the speed with the line or vice versa. It was crazy. I was 
definitely not expecting this outcome. I was expecting -- obviously I wanted to win, but I was 
not thinking it was going to be a three-man playoff at 16 under. 
 
Q.  And then just one more from me. Did you have to kind of prop yourself up a little 
bit on Thursday to beat the fatigue and overcome the fatigue and just kind of wait it 
out until you were on the correct time zone? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  You know what, I didn't feel that bad just because that first day was 
very important on Monday when we arrived. I got here like 9:30 a.m. and I was really tired, 
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but I just say I can't go to sleep, if I go to sleep I'm going to be dead the whole week. So I 
stay awake, had a lot of coffee, worked out, I kept myself busy, and then I went to bed at 
kind of a normal time and that really helped me. Tuesday, Wednesday I was still a little bit 
kind of groggy, but I wasn't in a bad spot, and once it was Thursday I felt ready to go. 
 
Q.  Abraham, when you nuked that shot on 16 and it just goes over the green and a 
difficult chip shot, you don't birdie 16, you make a good run for birdie on 18 in 
regulation, you make a good run for birdie in a playoff, do you ever allow yourself to 
say, man, this just isn't going to happen? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  That thought wanted to slip in my head a little bit and I just, said, hey, 
what are you doing, you worked your ass off to be here, this is the time that you're going to 
go and get it, you're going to make birdie and you're going to win this tournament. That's 
what I kept telling myself. Yeah, sometimes when things just don't go kind of your way, it's 
easy for that thought to slip in your head, but I just kept telling myself that this wasn't going 
to be the time. 
 
Q.  And how's the celebration going to be, sir? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  I tell you what, I'm flying straight home and there's going to be a lot of 
Flecha Azul flowing tonight, for sure. 
 
Q.  Earlier you attributed part of the win to things just kind of falling into place, but 
obviously you had to get to the playoff to get yourself in contention. What about this 
week and particularly your golf game this week do you think put you there? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Yeah, I felt really good the whole week and I've been feeling good for 
a long, long time. I just needed to be patient and just keep putting myself in good positions 
to win the tournament. Yeah, today I got -- obviously the guys had to come back for me to 
have a chance there with being at 16 under, but like I said before, there's some tournaments 
I felt that I played good enough to win and had a great round and things just didn't go my 
way and I ended up not winning the tournament. So you've got to get lucky times to win 
events and I'm happy things went my way this week. 
 
Q.  You talk about you were thinking you were going to cry. What would your dad tell 
you today? How proud would your dad be today with what you've accomplished? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  There you go, you want to make me cry. 
 
Well, he would just -- and I feel like he was out there with me the whole -- pretty much the 
whole playoff. I mean, obviously all the tournament, but I felt really calm for some reason. I 
was probably more nervous on the tournament, or sorry, in the trophy presentation than in 
the actual playoff or during the tournament. I felt really calm, I felt like I was ready, I felt like 
he was there with me. I know he busted his butt his whole life to just get me to tournaments 
and just have a chance to compete and get better. He definitely would be extremely proud. I 
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know he is extremely proud and having a big old party up there, man. 
 
Q.  If I could follow up, it had been 42 years since a Mexican had won a PGA TOUR 
event when Carlos Ortiz won here in Houston in November, and you've been so close 
for the last year. To have the second Mexican win in less than a year, what does that 
mean for Mexico? And I've heard how you want to grow golf in Mexico. How big do 
you think this is for Mexico to win so close together? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  I think it's huge. I know Mexico is in a better spot than some years 
prior, right now, Mexican golf, but I think it's getting a lot better. Hopefully this week will 
inspire some kids to get out there and play golf and learn about the game and just grow the 
game in general. I'm really pumped where things are headed in my country. Carlos has been 
playing some really good golf as well. I feel like we've done a really good job. There's a lot 
more to come. There's a lot of good players out there that are hungry to get to the PGA 
TOUR and I have no doubt in my mind that we're going to have not two guys out here, but 
four or five and hopefully more in the years to come.  
 
Q.  Could you talk a little bit about St. Jude and your connection to it? I believe you 
wore the St. Jude shoes last year and then some this weekend also. Can you just kind 
of talk about what it means to you? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  I did, yes. I wore all week last year the shoes with the special design. 
It was so cool. And they happened to be the Mexican colors, so I loved the shoes. I actually 
asked FootJoy if they can send me an extra pair so I can keep at home. I still use them back 
home, they're really, really cool.  
 
It's just incredible what this tournament has done for St. Jude and what St. Jude does. It's 
unbelievable. Being a part of this tournament and now being a winner out here really means 
a lot to me. I know that a lot of great things have been done through Memphis and the PGA 
TOUR and what they do through charity. It's just unbelievable. I know growing up I always 
heard of St. Jude and now getting to see it firsthand, it's incredible what this organization 
really does. 
 
Q.  Abraham, building on what Jose had asked you there before, what's one thing that 
your dad did for you that helped you get to where you are today? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  He literally just did everything he could even if money was tight, or he 
will figure out a way without complaining what I shot. It didn't matter what I shot. Just to take 
me to a tournament, now that I know what traveling costs and all that stuff, I was like, man, I 
don't know how he did it. He always just figured out a way to give me an opportunity to get 
better, to play. He pretty much worked for my family obviously and for me to play golf and 
figure out ways to give me opportunities. It's not easy obviously growing up in Reynosa and 
making it to the PGA TOUR, the chances are very slim, but I give all of that to my dad 
because he busted his ass to get me out here, and I wish he was out here to celebrate. I 
know he was with me the whole round, but obviously being a little selfish, I really, really want 
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him here. 
 
Q.  How do you explain to people how you did it coming from where you did? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  To be honest, I don't know. I just knew I wanted it. I knew I wanted to 
be a professional golfer. It always seemed so far away that you just keep working at it and 
just kind of see what happens, but it was always inside of me. I had that little thing telling me 
that I could do it, and there was a lot of times in my career or growing up that I was like, 
man, this is pretty tough, I don't know if I'll ever be able to be or come close to the PGA 
TOUR. But every year I got a little bit better and a lot of things aligned for me to be where I 
am now, like where I went to college, from high school, to going to Odessa, getting that 
opportunity there, Odessa Junior College and playing really good. Going to Oklahoma, 
obviously I needed some breaks there. And to play good at the right time. I feel like I played 
good at the right time in those situations. Q-School, all that. This is a crazy career, crazy 
sport that there's a lot of guys that are incredible and they just somehow don't make it and 
there's some guys that people don't really think are that great and they just figure out a way 
and they're here. 
 
Q.  What's the moment from this week that you'll remember most? 
 
ABRAHAM ANCER:  Probably just that putt, that second shot and that putt on 18 were 
pretty -- just exactly what I pictured it in my mind and they just came out perfect. 
 
STEWART MOORE:  At this point we will turn it over to media members who would like to 
ask him questions in Spanish. 
 


