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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 7, 2021 
 
JORDAN SPIETH  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Jordan, what was your mentality like coming in today, especially teeing off so 
early in the day and being able to come back? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, it was to shoot 10 under over the weekend. I was sitting there 
going, all right, sometimes it's hard, when in all reality if this was a full-field event, I very well 
might have missed the cut. Probably would have played the closing holes a little differently if 
there was a cutline yesterday.  
 
Anyway, I was searching to try and stay patient, try and limit the mistakes. I've had a lot of 
firepower on this course in the last few years, I've just made a lot of mistakes. Only one 
blemish on the card today was kind of the difference maker. 
 
Q.  Going into tomorrow, what is your routine like to stay in the right head space to be 
able to carry this momentum? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I think I'm actually going to go try and hit just like half a bucket, 
which is rare after shooting a low round. But I started to really strike my irons and wedges a 
little bit better, hit better start lines on them than yesterday, I got really off and I kind of just 
left the day and was just like, oh, man, what are we going to do the next two days. Kind of 
came in with a little more patience today and it worked.  
 
I think coming into tomorrow, probably got to shoot 4, 5 or lower to I think backdoor a really 
strong finish. You know, winning's probably out of the equation, I probably knew that after 
yesterday, but a round like today could at least shoot up there and have a fantastic result 
from only two good rounds. 
 
Q.  When I heard you talking to Doug, you said you would prefer to play a couple 
more times this summer but something was bothering you, just curious what you 
would have played and kind of what's been nagging you?  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Well, I've played Hartford and kind of was planning on it and thought 
about the Deere, then I almost played in Minnesota. I've just kind of had the same kind of 
hand thing that's been an issue before. It's really good this week, I've had no issues and 
don't plan on having issues, but I just had some -- a couple here or there, jammed it a bit 
and it was kind of affecting my decision-making on how much golf I wanted to play and I 
think the rest really helped. 
 
Q.  Do you receive treatment for that or --  
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JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, treatment, ice. Yeah, you could do all kinds of things, but that's 
kind of best for me right now. 
 
Q.  And also curious separately, I guess Xander was saying you're staying in house 
with him. Did you guys watch the women's at all? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, we were watching some of it last night. We were teeing off so 
early, you had to kind of go to sleep before -- I guess I went to bed when Nelly had taken a 
three-shot lead through 10. I walked back to bed, that was like 9:00, 9:30. 
 
Q.  It got a little more exciting than that.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I heard she won by one, and then there was a playoff, I think like four for 
two for silver and bronze? 
 
Q.  Kind of dividing between who was going to get the silver. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Oh, it was it -- okay. Yeah, we were watching some of it. Justin, some of 
those girls live in Florida and he knows the Kordas really well, so he was kind of, we pick his 
brain a little bit. Obviously she's on an unbelievable run, No. 1 in the world going in and 
winning gold in the Olympics, kind of how you want it to be, right? Best player wins.  
 
Xander obviously having the gold medal at the house is pretty cool. It's been fun to kind 
of -- he's so humble, he hasn't -- like if it were me or Justin to the other, we would just be 
wearing it at dinner, we wouldn't take it off. Justin had to make him go upstairs and get it 
when I got here to show me, and it was super cool. 
 
Q.  Jordan, that's what I was going to sort of ask you. Sounds like Xander has sort of 
come down out of the clouds, but I was just wondering if you think he hit a wall at all? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I would imagine so. I know he wasn't able -- His physio was delayed 
getting in with weather and all this and he was kind of waiting to see him and obviously didn't 
get his normal prep in on top of traveling halfway around the world. Kind of the more difficult 
way to travel, too, for jetlag. So I know he's just kind of been a little bit off this week from last 
week, but clearly understood. Hasn't affected his mood at all. 
 
Q.  Jordan, there was a story in Golf Week yesterday, a little bit vague, but basically 
saying that people who are potential captain's picks have been contacted by 
somebody affiliated with the PGA of America asking about their vax status. I'm not 
looking for like specific details, but just on a yes-or-no basis, has somebody been in 
touch with you to ask that question? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I'm glad you prefaced it as people that could be a captain's pick 
because that gives me confidence then. Yes, yeah. 
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Q.  Why not? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, that's great. I guess that's what you -- yeah. Yes. 
 
Q.  Just real quick. With so many things, Jordan, returning back to normal here at 
Memphis, especially the kids and St. Jude, tomorrow they're supposed to be back on 
18, they weren't there last year. As a player, take me through those moments when 
you see those kids and you're wrapping up your final round and it kind of puts this 
tournaments into perspective.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, and like he mentioned to me, in previous years I went with Justin 
to the hospital a couple years ago and that was obviously an amazing experience. The kids 
we saw had no idea who we were and stuff like that, but just to kind of put a smile on their 
face. I guess to have visitors in that regard and someone to just kind of hang out with for a 
little while I think just does a lot. You kind of forget when you're playing sometimes, 
especially we weren't able -- they didn't let us go to the hospital this year either, which very 
understandable. So the idea, I think is it going to be kids in remission; is that right?  
 
Q.  I don't know the exact details.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I think it might be the ones in remission, which would obviously also 
make sense, which is really cool after that kind of battle. If you take a second to think about 
it, it very quickly puts things in perspective. Yeah, hopefully the experience for them is 
awesome and we just obviously shouldn't take as much as we do for granted. 
 
Q.  I just heard you mention it earlier, being that this is kind of SEC country and you 
being a big Texas fan, do you get -- as Texas fans, do you guys realize what you're 
getting into, though? There's the excitement level about joining that conference, but --  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I mean, I think it can only better our program, so I'm excited about 
that.  
 
Again, when I say that, I don't think that our record is going to improve as we move to the 
SEC from the Big 12 right away, but I think recruiting in Austin is -- should be an easy place 
to recruit, it was for me, and I feel that now that you have the SEC chip as well as far as 
football goes, that makes it should be even easier. I look forward to the future there.  
 
Again, I think we're just jumping out ahead of the curve. I think the Texas and Oklahoma 
move might shift a lot of things, but I think it was inevitable with somebody, it was going to 
be happen in the next few years. 
 


