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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 7, 2021 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, from the stat perspective at least, this is the best you've driven the ball in a 
long time. Just curious what you found, what feels good. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so I went to a slightly shorter driver just before the U.S. Open, 
which has helped. Then I tweaked it slightly at the Scottish Open; I went to like a quarter of a 
degree less loft. Just feel like I've got a little more freedom with it. I'm not squeezing it as 
much, I'm not trying to get on top of it as much as I was. Like I know what I do well with the 
driver, I've done it my whole career. I turn big, wide, sort of wind up and then sort of hang on 
my right side and throw my arms and my body at it. You know, I was trying to go away 
from -- go away from using my talent and my hands and trying to just sort of do it all with 
body turn and try to make it very mechanically efficient.  
 
But I sort of came to the realization that I'm pretty good with my hands and I'm pretty good at 
matching it up and it's okay to rely on your talent. I've always been a little uneasy with the 
"talented" tag because I feel like I work hard and it was probably a part of my mentality and 
my ego to go, no, I'm going to drive the ball well with hard work and dedication. But if that's 
my talent, I may as well use it to the best of my ability. 
 
Q.  How did you come to that realization? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Just from driving it like crap for a while basically. Why don't I just do like 
I've always done, a little more freedom with it as well, which has helped. 
 
Q.  How much more of a challenge (no microphone.) Is it a challenge? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Not really. Every day's an opportunity to shoot a good score, to learn 
something about your game, to progress, so not really. Yeah, look, it's been a long stretch 
and I'm looking forward to getting home tonight, but as soon as you're on that first tee, the 
competitor in you is there and trying to shoot a good score and trying to do your best. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RORY McILROY:  Oh, the last two rounds, the first round was -- I switched lob wedges, I 
got TaylorMade to overnight me a lob wedge yesterday because obviously the conditions 
here are way different than the conditions we've been playing. You go -- just thinking of my 
last few events, Torrey Pines and then you go over to Europe and play and a couple of links 
courses, and then Tokyo was sort of -- and then I got here with a lob wedge with a sole that 
just completely was no good in bermuda, and I chunked a few chips on Thursday and I just 
was like, I'm usually a pretty good chipper of the ball, and I just went back to a sole that I've 
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used before, especially that I've done well with in bermuda conditions and it's been a little 
better around the greens the last couple days. 
 
Q.  Just to put a fine point on it, Rory, sorry to go back to it, at Quail, a lot was made 
of the fact that, oh, you're going to abandon kind of the push draw you've seemed to 
play your entire career and go exclusively with the cut off the tee. Has that plan been 
abandoned or are you still trying to do both?  
 
RORY McILROY:  I think it's just having the ability do it when it's needed, when it's called 
upon. Like the fifth hole here, for example this week, you need to be able to hit a cut off the 
tee around those trees. I have -- like I have the ability to do that. I think that's the thing. I'm 
not just going to exclusively aim it up the left side and peel it back to the fairway, but I know 
if I need to do that I can do it. 
 
Q.  With your back-to-back 66s, the game plan on Sunday when you know likely the 
gap is going to be five or six shots, how do you approach tomorrow knowing like, as 
you said, you're excited to get back home?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, just go out and shoot the best score possible. I know that 
I'm probably not going to win the golf tournament. I was resigned to that fact on Thursday 
night. It's just about making the most of the next three days. I've played well the last couple 
days and I want to play well again tomorrow and it will be nice to go into a little break, a 
week off, playing three solid rounds of golf. 
 
Q.  And this tournament obviously with the fans back, I know that's important to you 
guys, but tomorrow you're going to see those kids on the 18th green. That's become a 
big part of this tournament over the years. Can you tell us from a golfer's perspective, 
when you walk up that 18th on a Sunday and you see those kids, what does that mean 
to you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think the PGA TOUR does a great job in all the communities that 
they visit of raising charitable dollars and doing a really good job with that, but I think more 
so than anywhere else here in Memphis and St. Jude. There's a real, you feel the difference 
it makes when you see the kids and you can talk to the kids and you just think about what 
they've went through. It sort of makes a bogey or a birdie on the last not really mean 
anything.  
 
So it makes me feel very fortunate that I'm able to do what I do, but also very fortunate that I 
can come to a community like Memphis or go all over this country and know that by turning 
up and playing golf that you're doing some good for the community that you're in. 
 
Q.  (Question about the Korda family.)   
 
RORY McILROY:  I know Jess more than -- I see Jess all the time at the Bear's Club. I don't 
know Nelly as well. 
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Q.  Just difference in temperature today and what it felt like? Seems like we got a 
break the first couple days.  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it's a little warmer. I was saying this is what it was like in Tokyo last 
week, so I'm sort of accustomed to it at this point. And then living in south Florida in the 
summer as well, it's pretty toasty. Got used to it, I guess. Yeah, it's certainly a little warmer. 
There was a few more drips of sweat coming off my nose when I was warming up on the 
range this morning. 
 
Q.  (Question about losing weight in the heat.)  
 
RORY McILROY:  A little bit, I think everyone does. You're walking, you're walking on 
average 50-odd miles a week when you're playing in a tournament. Then yeah, you're 
burning a lot of calories in the heat. You're not walking that much when you're at home, 
you're sort of trying to rest and recover. Yeah, you lose a little bit, but sometimes that's not a 
bad thing. 
 


