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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 5, 2021 
 
IAN POULTER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Ian, I think you were talking about it a little over there, but I didn't quite hear it, how 
much is the Ryder Cup on your mind as we get to the closing stretch and you're 
playing these lead-up tournaments?  
 
IAN POULTER:  Yeah, it's on my mind. Theoretically I've got two tournaments left this side 
of the pond, so I need to move up on the points list to obviously further my position in the 
FedExCup. I've got obviously the first event in New York and obviously then to be top 70 to 
grab hold of the second one. Playing well this week would take care of that. If I can keep 
swimming my way through, great. There's obviously Wentworth in a few weeks' time as well, 
which is obviously when the table gets seemed and obviously Paddy has his picks. For me 
it's about playing hard and obviously trying to push my way in. 
 
Q.  Just as far as today is concerned, what was working so well out there for you? 
 
IAN POULTER:  Putting the ball in play, having lots of looks, taking a few chances, getting 
up and down on a couple holes just when I needed to, so pretty much the overall game was 
pretty good. It's a tricky course if you get it offline and I didn't really do that today. I gave 
myself opportunities and I managed to take a few. 
 
Q.  When you say taking chances, do you feel like you can maybe take a few more 
chances in an event like this that has no cut? 
 
IAN POULTER:  I don't -- I mean, I don't really look at it that way. I mean, obviously there's 
no halfway mark to sift a few players out, but you can be relatively aggressive. You know 
you are here for four days, it's not really on your mind. Obviously you're here to win a golf 
tournament. We're not worried about kind of the cuts. If you play great golf any week, you're 
obviously not going -- it's not going to be on your mind. 
 
Q.  Off topic from today, but this morning you bumped your YouTube channel on 
Twitter. I wanted to ask about what was the motivation behind sharing content and 
tips like that? 
 
IAN POULTER:  The ever-changing landscape of social media of people craving content. 
For me, I've always been very open on social media. I think pretty much everybody knows 
what I get up to morning, noon and night because it's always on Instagram or Twitter or 
Facebook or one of those. We never really dived into the YouTube because I didn't really 
have much time. So with a lot of content that we have out there available to us, then 
obviously we can open up and do some more content for those that prefer to watch 
YouTube than any of those other three that I just mentioned. 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
Q.  What was the key for you out there today? 
 
IAN POULTER:  Just steady golf, to be honest with you. I'm coming off two weeks off and 
you never know when you've been at home for two weeks whether you've done enough 
practice. Practice at my home course was great fun, great to see family and friends. Today 
was one of those days where I tried to fill myself in the tournament, feel my way in and 
obviously I think I did that really nicely. No bogeys, clean card. Had plenty of chances, a 
couple of outside looks which kind of sniffed the hole, so all in all it's a great start. 
 
Q.  You have a couple World Golf Championships victories on your resume. 
Obviously different, one was match play, one was in China. We're here in Memphis. 
Does it motivate you a little more to play in these events? 
 
IAN POULTER:  I don't see it as any different to any normal tournament I'm going to play in 
the whole season. The only thing I'm focused on is playing as well as I possibly can. I'm not 
high enough up in the FedExCup, I need to obviously move up in that. I've got two 
opportunities this week and the first FedEx event, so I need to move forward. Not only that, I 
need to pick up some points for the Ryder Cup team. So I don't look at this as a WGC, I 
don't look at that in any way, shape or form. It's a good tournament, a course I like, so 
hopefully I can just continue on that. 
 
Q.  Normally weather's kind of a challenge here. It's normally warm, but not quite as 
humid today. What's it like out on the golf course? 
 
IAN POULTER:  It's pretty sticky, I'll be honest with you. It was nice Tuesday, Wednesday 
together with a little bit of relief from the heat. It's normally a lot hotter than this normally. 
Today was getting pretty warm and we've got a warm weekend ahead, so I'll take any kind 
of relief from this heat. 
 


