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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
August 5, 2021 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Harris, just a general review of how your round went out there today. 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah, I mean, got off to a good start, hit it pretty close to No. 1, had a 
little downhill slider. Made a pretty long one on 2 and then it's almost like, all right, got a 
par-5 coming up on No. 3 and had a nice up-and-down there. It was just one of those rounds 
where I was hitting it really good off the tee, making a lot of good putts and my speed was 
really good. I've been working on my speed the last couple days. These greens were a lot 
faster than what I was practicing on back home, so I did a lot of speed work and I feel like it 
paid off today. 
 
Q.  When you birdie six of the first seven, then you add another one at 9, turn in 28, do 
you start thinking that magic number? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  I mean, it never really pops in my head. I'm just trying to stick to my 
strategy every hole. I didn't get too far ahead of myself because I know this course can 
come up and bite you at any moment. You start hitting in the rough, you start missing 
greens, it can get tough. I was just happy with the way I fought back. Had two bogeys on 10 
and 12, but climbed back in it, and birdieing the last three out of four is a great way of 
finishing it off. You never want to give shots back in a round, especially when you get off to 
such a good start after the way I finished and get some good momentum. 
 
Q.  I know you said you don't like to get ahead of yourself, but is that Ryder Cup in 
your mind?  
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah, it's been on my mind for a while. I know I've got to continue to 
play golf. I want to make the team on my own, I don't want to be a pick, I don't want to have 
to be a pick. Yeah, it's definitely something I've been wanting to do for a long time and it's 
the pinnacle of our sport and I would love to be on that team. Playing with Collin today, 
obviously he's on the team. And there's a lot of good Americans vying for that, those last few 
spots. Hopefully I can keep playing well and make the team. 
 
Q.  Harris, do you kind of feel like maybe you're a little underrated, maybe people are 
sleeping on you a little bit considering how good of a year you've had so far? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  I don't mind being the underdog. There's so many good players on 
Tour right now. Playing with two major champions this year, Hideki winning the Masters, 
Collin winning The Open, but it is what it is. I'm happy where my game's at right now. Just 
keep doing what I'm doing and wherever it may be, if I'm underrated, overrated, that doesn't 
matter to me. 
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Q.  Can you just tell us about the story behind your hat and the design there? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah. Bridget, a St. Jude patient, I think she's from Phoenix, teamed 
up with Ping and created these logos for our bag. We're carrying a St. Jude bag this week. 
It's awesome. It kind of gives us a new meaning for this week and here we are playing golf 
and probably 15 miles away from the St. Jude Hospital and kids are really struggling, and we 
definitely need to figure out how to get rid of cancer. 
 
Q.  You talk about how you're happy where your game is at. Where is it? What is 
going right? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah, I really vie to be the most consistent player on Tour. I don't like 
missing cuts. Obviously nobody likes playing bad, but I like that my game is suited for pretty 
much every golf course on the PGA TOUR. I kind of take pride about that in my game and 
it's something that I feel like I've gotten a lot better at over the past few years is being more 
consistent, not having the ups and downs. I feel like now my bad round is around par, which 
it used to be my bad round was probably 75, 76 and I would shoot myself out of a 
tournament. Been really working on that with my coach and trainer and everybody back 
home in Sea Island and it's definitely paid off. 
 
Q.  You mentioned earlier just to come back to this event where you won in 2013, it 
has to bring back good memories, good I guess thoughts, your swing? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah, this is one of my favorite courses on Tour. I feel like this is the 
most underrated course we play all year. Very familiar with the grass out here, 
bermudagrass, Zoysia fairways and it's just one of those course that suits your eye. I feel 
like it plays the game that I like to play, more strategy, get the ball in the fairway. I love small 
greens and these greens don't have a whole lot of humps and bumps in them, they're very 
flat and I feel like I can make a lot of putts out here. It doesn't matter if you're 25 feet, 
30 feet. A lot of these putts are pretty straight and they're relatively easy to read. I just love 
this place. From the first time I came here in 2013 it's been one of my favorite places to play. 
 
Q.  Harris, you may have answered this question a million times already, but if you 
can go back to the point at which you started to feel really confident again, is there a 
moment where you can identify where things started to change, even if that was a 
year ago or whatever it was where something clicked? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  I missed out on the Korn Ferry finals at Victoria National. I was playing 
pretty well, in the top-10, had a chance to close it out. I didn't. I was very disappointed with 
how I finished, but I knew I was playing well. I knew that it was really close and went and 
worked with my coach.  
 
There was a hurricane coming through St. Simons, so went up to Athens, Georgia, where I 
went to college and hung out with my assistant coach, my head coach a little bit and my golf 
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coach came up. Started working, and everybody was telling me how good I was playing and 
it looked like I was back in college again, so it gave me a lot of confidence. Went and 
finished third at the Greenbrier that next week and I was kind of off and running, I think I had 
four or five top-10s in the fall that year. That was kind of the moment where I was like, okay, 
I'm back to playing my kind of game again. 
 
Q.  And what spawned it, just things changed? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah, it just took time. We were working on the right things, it just 
takes time for your mind to believe in what you're doing and to have confidence on the 
course again and to see the results in tournaments. It's one thing you can do it on the range, 
then you can do it when you're practicing on the course and then the next step, the final step 
is doing it in tournaments and I finally feel like I can do it in tournaments. 
 
Q.  When you come out to such a strong start in a tournament like this, how do you 
stay in the right head space to carry that lead throughout the rest of the days? 
 
HARRIS ENGLISH:  Yeah, I did the same thing in Maui. I know the scores are going to be 
low out here, especially if the wind stays down. It's a pretty stacked leaderboard, I know I've 
got to keep the foot on the pedal and stay with my strategy. You can't really play safe out 
here, you've got to hit some quality golf shots and keep going. 
 


