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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 4, 2021 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome Collin Morikawa to the virtual press room here at the WGC 
FedEx St. Jude Invitational. That's a mouthful.  
 
Collin, you're making your second start here at the tournament coming off a top-20 finish last 
year. If we can just kind of get your thoughts on being back here this week. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Great memories. To be honest, this week last year kind of 
kickstarted a lot of what happened. PGA happened the week after, learned a lot, just really 
made some strides. I think I made the biggest putting -- actually, the grip change was huge, 
but I made a huge adjustment for putting that helped me win at the PGA.  
 
It's just good to be back at a place that I haven't played great here, but I have some 
memories of some good shots. Just overall, what a great event this is. To see some fans out 
here this week I think hopefully will make it a great week as well. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  You're obviously coming off a tremendous amount of success in the past 
couple weeks. Sounds a bit cliche, but how has life changed for you in light of what you've 
done at The Open and the Olympics last week and so forth?  
 
One thing I mentioned to you yesterday on the range was as much as what an incredible 
player you are, I got so many inquiries about you as a person, your character, just seem like 
such a wonderful, genuine, nice person. I'm not asking you to justify that or validate it or 
agree or anything like that, but just such a very well-rounded person that so many people 
picked up on. Just kind of what the last couple weeks have been like for you. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, I appreciate that. Yeah, to be honest, life hasn't really 
changed that much. You get recognized a little more here and there at tournaments, but 
other than that I think the only thing that's changed is I call myself an Olympian now. It's one 
of the coolest things to be a part of that's going to be with me for the rest of my life. Although 
I wasn't able to get a medal there even through that long playoff, I'm an Olympian and that's 
what happened over the past week is one of the best experiences in my life.  
 
Obviously winning The Open a couple weeks ago is just awesome. Life's in a great spot 
right now, I'm very happy, I'm playing well. I'm having a good time and that's the biggest 
thing I think for me at 24 is just to enjoy it. I said I've had a lot of fun, especially that summer 
of turning pro obviously I played really well. You play bad here and there, but overall it's just 
about enjoying it, how do I learn, how do I get better. That for me is I want what's more and 
what's next. I want to keep winning, I want could keep putting myself in contention because 
it's fun. It's enjoyable. Those are the kind of pressure situations you want to be in.  



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
So looking back over the past couple weeks, I haven't really been able to celebrate as much 
as I want to or I need, but that's something that when I have a good chunk of off time, that's 
what I'm going to kind of take away and relax. For now, we're almost to the postseason, 
we're almost to the Playoffs and I've got a big focus ahead of me and I want to be able to 
finish the season off really strong. 
 
Q.  Hello to you, Collin. You say you refer to yourself as an Olympian now, but is there 
a cooler title than Champion Golfer of the Year? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, there's not. I also hear that as well, I think that's pretty cool. 
 
To have that title with me for the next year is special. That gives me chills just as much as 
being called an Olympian does because no one else gets that title. And it's an amazing 
tournament, there's so many people around me in the golf world that tell me that that is their 
favorite tournament, The Open Championship. J.J., my caddie, it's his favorite tournament. 
To be able to win that on his birthday, I'm never going to forget that. Having the Claret Jug 
with me, being called the Champion Golfer of the Year doesn't get much better.  
 
But like I said, I want more. I can't live in that moment of just being called the Champion 
Golfer of the Year for the next year because if I do, I could blink and we could be at next 
year's Open Championship already and me not having done things that I want to complete. 
 
Q.  In terms of the many numerous ridiculous records that you broke at Royal St. 
George's, youngest man to win two majors, winning them both without a bogey in 
your final round, lots of things like that. When people talk about the players that have 
done that before, you're talking the likes of Tiger Woods, Jack Nicklaus, does it freak 
you out when you're sort of held in that company or do you think, well, there's no 
reason to think I shouldn't have the same kind of career that both those guys had? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I would say neither to both of the things that you said. It doesn't 
freak me out because anytime you're in the talks of the greats, Hall of Famers, Tiger, Jack, 
you're doing something right and that only pushes me to be better and want to keep getting 
better because these guys didn't stop, they just kept going. The longevity of their careers 
and how long and how often they won for just keeps driving me, keeps fueling that fire for 
me to just keep getting better, because I'm 24 right now. I want to keep playing for a very 
long time and I want to have a healthy body and I want to see if I can compete as long as I 
can.  You look at what Phil just did this year, he won another major championship and that's 
amazing. So hopefully looking down that road, even though it is far from now, hopefully I can 
keep continuing to do that. 
 
When it comes to a sense of what you said in the second part of being in that same realm I 
think -- do you mind repeating what you said, that second part? 
 
Q.  I just said do you think to yourself, well, there's no reason why I shouldn't have 
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the same sort of career those guys had? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, for me there's no expecting I should do this. I shouldn't expect 
that just because I started like this, I can go become these guys. I want to become myself, I 
want to create my own career, I want to do things outside of golf that represent who I am.  
 
So knowing that I've at least started on this right path that I've been able to compete and 
win, I'm just trying to figure out this recipe that I can continue to do this. Everyone has their 
own path and Tiger and Jack and all the greats, they figured it out on their own. They 
weren't able to replicate it exactly how one person did versus another. I think that's the 
biggest thing is I'm going to have road bumps that other guys didn't, but these guys, some 
did, I've got to figure it out for myself. That's what's so exciting is that golfers, we're so 
individualized in that we've got to figure out what we need to do for our best self and for our 
team around us. 
 
Q.  You've talked a couple times now about kind of losing focus a little bit after the 
PGA Championship win last year. Just curious, with the majors done, the Olympics 
now over, what are your cues to really dig in and reset these final two months of the 
season? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, I think how I played last week at the Olympics really showed 
that it was a full reset. I could have packed my bags in after that first couple days and been 
whatever, 20-something in the field even going to that last day, but I really fought. I thought I 
was grinding and that's what I didn't have after the PGA win. I wasn't grinding as much 
because I just kind of had standards that I thought I would start playing better just because I 
won a major and that doesn't happen like that.  
 
That's the biggest thing is that I think the Olympics really pushed me over that edge to really 
keep grinding it out. With the Playoffs coming up, obviously I want to finish in that No. 1 spot 
through the regular season and the TOUR Championship and that's a big motivation right 
now. I've put myself in good position to at least contend and be there that final stage and I 
want to start peaking right now because with the WGC here, a big event obviously, and then 
three playoff events, we've got a lot of golf heading up for the next month and I want to keep 
this kind of play that I've been having over the past month and a half where it's at if not, even 
better. 
 
Q.  And I wanted to ask you separately, Collin, when it comes to your first Ryder Cup, 
what's the process like of finding a partner? Are you asking other guys? Are others 
sliding into your DMs? Has Stricker come to you? What's your thinking on that? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  To be honest, I don't know yet. Hanging around JT and Xander a lot, 
Patrick showed up pretty late last week, but hanging out with those guys, it's awesome 
because you see what kind of relationship they've formed over the short times of their 
careers. They've been pros for a good handful of years now. But it's cool to see as such a 
young guy, I've got to find my role on the team and I've got to figure out what space I fit 
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because a lot of the guys have had experience.  
 
And who knows what the team's going to look like. There's going to be rookies. Xander 
hasn't played a Ryder Cup but he's played a Presidents Cup and he's played with guys and 
he's had that kind of feel of what team events are going to feel like and what kind of partner 
they need.  
 
To be honest, I don't really know. I'm going to do my best to kind of fit in as much as I have 
to and kind of find my role, but be myself at the same time. I think I get along with a lot of 
guys out there, a lot of the U.S. guys that we're going to be on the team with, and I think it's 
going to be fairly easy hopefully for me to fill in a spot where they need be, but hopefully 
we're able to create some strong pairings and then obviously the end goal is to win. 
 
Q.  Collin, I actually had a Ryder Cup question as well. I was just going to ask you 
what you think of team golf, whether you like it. I was looking at your Walker Cup 
record, obviously you were pretty close to perfect that week. Always a tricky question 
in golf I feel because it is an individual sport and you're competing against these guys 
all the time and then you come together, but is that something you like, being on a 
team? Do you like that kind of team aspect of it? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Wait. Question:  What is perfect? What's a perfect Walker Cup 
record then? 
 
Q.  Well, you would have had to have gone 10-9 in every single match for me to say 
perfect. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Wow, okay.   
 
Q.  I'm just kidding. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I see what standards the media's putting on us now. Okay, that's 
fair.  
 
I love team golf. It's something that we don't get enough and when we do get it, when you 
get a Ryder Cup, when you get a Presidents Cup, even four guys on the Olympic team and 
you have the four women for the U.S. team, it just brings together all of our minds together 
and you just enjoy it so much more because you all want everyone to play well.  
 
Olympics, slightly different. I want the U.S. team to play well, but I'm trying to beat them as 
well. When it comes to the Walker Cup that I've been able to play, the Palmer Cups I've 
played and now the Ryder Cup hopefully and all that, it just puts everyone together. I think 
everyone goes from wanting to beat everyone else to just beating the other team and I think 
there's just that other aspect of you're helping everyone out, you're figuring out what 
everyone needs to do well and that's what the coolest thing about team sports that we don't 
really get as golfers because we play such an individualized sport is everyone's putting their 
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mind together to come together as a team. I think it's really cool to see that.  
 
I really look forward to those team rooms, those team meetings because those are some of 
the memories I think as golfers when they look back at their careers they remember more 
than sometimes a regular week when they finish T-25 for example. 
 
Q.  On a different note, you mentioned your work on putting before. It's interesting 
where if you look at the Strokes Gained:  Putting stats, it would put you toward the 
bottom of the people on the PGA TOUR, yet here you are not only competing in but 
winning the biggest events where obviously you need to putt well. I'm curious how 
you would explain what looks like a contrast and whether you take into account that 
strokes gained stat or just the difference there? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  It's really important. Obviously I don't want to be 160-something on 
the PGA TOUR in putting and I think overall, especially at such a long season, it shows the 
consistency of my putting, but I think I did such bad damage throughout that fall and 
beginning part. I was three-putting at least once per round and that's not acceptable. I 
probably had more three-putts in that fall season than a lot of guys will have throughout the 
entire season and that put me in such a downfall that at this point it didn't really matter how 
well I was going to putt, it wasn't going to move it.  
 
Once I kind of hit midway through the spring, I really didn't care about that stat. I didn't care 
what people were saying because I wanted to figure out what I need to do better, and I 
figured that out in L.A. or right before L.A. at the Genesis. I switched to that saw grip with the 
help of Mark O'Meara. I made strides. Even though you might not see immediate success, 
you might not see great numbers overall, it might have kept my putting stats because it still 
might have been negative, but overall I knew I was doing something for the better, I was 
helping myself, I was finding a little more consistency.  
 
When it comes down to pressure situations like at The Open where I need to make these 
par putts, they were going in, I was feeling as confident as ever. To be honest, in those 
moments you're not thinking about what your stats are for the year, all you care about is how 
do you get the ball in the hole and I've been able to show that during some of those times 
I've been able to come through. To be honest, hopefully we can get off to a better start next 
season, but at the end of things, I know I'm working in the right direction and for me that's a 
positive and that's really all I care about. 
 
Q.  I read a little bit about the growth mentality and mindset your instructor instilled in 
you back in California. Can you elaborate on how you keep that strong mental game 
and how it's helped your success this past season?   
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, Rick's been awesome, and golf is such a huge mental aspect 
of what we do, it's not just hitting a golf ball in the hole. There's tough things and I think it's a 
huge topic, especially now with being mentally healthy because Rory touched up on it in the 
Olympics that it is a part of who we are. If you're not mentally ready and you're not mentally 
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fit, it's going to be tough to go out there and compete especially when you have a bunch of 
fans, people rooting you on, people expecting something out of you. 
 
But for me there's so much self driven passion for just wanting to get better, wanting to 
improve and learning every single week that it just pushes me to just stay in it. I think even in 
the bad weeks when I'm not playing well, I'm just trying to learn from it. I think that's what's 
really fun and exciting is that this game is so hard to just perfect and you can wake up one 
day feeling great and the next day you could lose everything and not know what you're going 
to do. I want to find that reason on what makes this day different than this, how do I become 
a little more consistent because that's what the best players in the world have done. You 
look at the guys that have won a lot of times in their careers, they have found that recipe to 
figure out how to be consistent.  
 
Me being so young, it's still a work in progress, but it's been fun and I think that's the biggest 
thing, how do I keep this fun and for me to just want to learn. I think if I stop learning, that's 
when we've hit a point of just, you know, I've kind of reached a peak. 
 
Q.  JT put on social made the other day the actual mileage that he's traveled the last 
month or so. When you look at those numbers, it is pretty eye opening when you 
think about it. I'm just curious if you have looked at that the same way, Scotland 
obviously down to The Open, home, Tokyo, now here. Just how draining has it been? 
How difficult is it? Obviously you know you've got three pretty big ones two weeks 
hence. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, after seeing that post and seeing how many miles we've gone 
across the world, it's a lot. I've done the same exact schedule and it's tough, but this is what 
we do, this is our job in a sense, even though we love it so much, is that it takes a toll on 
your body. I think I've done a great job throughout the Scottish, The Open, the week off to 
get as much rest as I can. I'm not a grinder, you're not going to see me out there 
Wednesday, this afternoon, out there until 5:00 p.m. I'm going to do my extra little practice. I 
finished my pro-am early, do a little more practice, get some rest. 
 
But the biggest thing is that during those off weeks is taking enough time off. Normally when 
I've come back from Asia I feel absolutely drained, I feel dead, but it's because I haven't had 
a tournament. But so far, knock on wood, I've slept great the past two days even coming 
back from Tokyo. I think it's a 14-hour time difference. I've still slept really good, I've gotten 
my rest and I feel great but I think it's because I know I'm here to win, I'm here to compete. 
I'm not here to just tack it onto my career and say I've competed in another WGC. I want to 
bring everything I have, I want to bring what I've brought the past kind of month and a half of 
golf this week here to Memphis.  
 
I think looking at the Playoffs, I'm going to have to get a lot of rest, to take my clubs away, 
put them aside next week for a little bit and just know that I've got three weeks to grind it out 
because everyone wants to win that FedExCup. I'm going to have to figure out how do I kind 
of divvy up the weeks from the Northern Trust to BMW to the TOUR Championship rest wise 
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because you burn out too quickly at the BMW, you show up at the TOUR Championship 
when everything really counts and you don't want to do that. So I've got to figure out a good 
way for a three-week stretch to peak, especially at that TOUR Championship. 
 
Q.  I wanted to go back to the Ryder Cup again, Collin. Obviously we've seen you 
handle yourself extremely well on the biggest stages in golf, but have you given any 
thought to what your first tee shot is going to feel like at the Ryder Cup and would 
you seek out advice from somebody concerning that and just your basic thoughts as 
you count down the days to walking to that first tee at Whistling Straits? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  No, I don't think I'll seek out advice. I'm sure some guys will tell me 
about it and they'll tell me how nervous they were. To be honest, thinking back at the other 
team experience, the Walker Cup as an amateur, I specifically remember that tee shot 
because I hit the first tee shot for the U.S. team and I was really just hoping to make contact.  
 
Obviously this has been years later now, we're four years in from that, I've done a lot more, 
I've played professional golf, but the Ryder Cup just brings something different. When you 
play for your team like I did for the first time last week, there's just that extra sense of pride. I 
feel like I've been able to handle those type of nerves a little bit differently, and everyone 
handles it differently, but I'm going to look to that first tee shot as just excitement.  
 
I really look forward to that. I think if I embrace it more, I'll actually be able to enjoy it rather 
than worrying about what's going to happen, how are people going to look at me. All they 
care about is us winning, all they want to see is that tee shot go forward, whatever, you 
figure it out wherever it goes. I'm always going to remember it. I remember my first college 
shot, I remember my first Walker Cup shot, I'm going to remember that first Ryder Cup shot, 
but I think if I embrace it as much as I can, I'm going to be able to put my best foot forward 
and help my team out in that first tee shot, not just be as nervous as possible, but I look 
forward to it, I definitely do. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Collin, you're a free man. We appreciate your time as always and certainly 
wish you the best of luck this week. 
 


