
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 4, 2021 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  We would like to welcome World No. 2 Dustin Johnson to the virtual press 
room here at the WGC FedEx St. Jude Invitational.  
 
Dustin, thanks for joining us for a few minutes. You are making your 12th start in the 
different iterations of this event, having won in 2016 and you haven't finished outside of the 
top-20 since then. So just a few thoughts on being back here at TPC Southwind this week. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it's a golf course that I really enjoy playing. I've had a lot of 
success here, so yeah, I always love coming back here and playing. Obviously now it's a 
WGC, but I played even before that. Yeah, it's a place where I've got a lot of good 
memories. I feel like the course sets up well for me, it's a good track, you've got to hit a lot of 
good golf shots if you want to play well. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Okay. And coming into the week, good season so far, which most of your 
seasons typically are, six top-10s highlighted with the Masters win last fall. One of only three 
missed cuts this season came in your most recent start. Just kind of assess the state of your 
game heading into the week. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I feel like the game is in good form. Obviously even Minnesota I 
actually played pretty well, just struggled with the putter the first day and second day was, 
you know, just didn't play a very good back nine. I wasn't too disappointed. Obviously a 
pretty good finish at The Open Championship. I feel like the game's really close to being 
good. I had a lot of good work last week and I feel pretty confident coming in this week. 
 
Q.  DJ, could you elaborate a little more on what is it about this golf course that gets 
your juices flowing? I know you like basically every golf course you play, but what are 
the things about this golf course that stand out? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, it's a golf course where you've got to, you know, you hit pretty 
much every club in the bag. You've got to drive it well, that's first and foremost. If you're not 
playing out of the fairway, you've got -- it's going to be a long day. Even the rough, the 
rough's not that deep, but it's Bermuda rough, ball always sits down, it's tough to judge how 
it comes out. I don't know, I've just always liked the golf course ever since the first time I 
played it. 
 
Q.  A little off track here, I was hoping you could take me back to 2010 and what was 
your --  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  2010 where? 
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Q.  In Wales, the Ryder Cup. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Okay. 
 
Q.  What was your feeling, how was it to hit that first shot in a Ryder Cup for you? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I was nervous, for sure. I think all week I had hit like 3-wood off the 
first tee, but it was early in the morning and I was definitely feeling it standing on the first tee. 
Playing with Phil, I think we were the first group out. Yeah, I was hitting the first tee shot. 
 
Yeah, there was no way I was hitting a 3-wood. I was hitting the driver, the biggest club in 
my bag just because if it was anything else, I might not have hit the ball. 
 
Q.  How did you hit it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I hit it all right. I hit it to the right, I do remember that. I don't think I hit 
it very good, but I made contact with it. It was out to the right, then I hit a nice second shot I 
think with a 4-iron onto the green. 
 
Q.  How much better did you feel walking off that first tee after you had gone through 
that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, definitely settled down a little bit after the first tee shot. 
Especially over there, you get on the first hole, they're singing songs and it's a really neat 
experience, but -- and it was my first Ryder Cup, so I was definitely feeling it. 
 
Q.  I'm just wondering whether hearing what the likes of Xander and Rory and Paul 
Casey, Tommy Fleetwood had to say about how special it was to be involved in the 
Olympics last week whether you feel any regrets that you weren't part of that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, obviously I support the Olympics and I'm really glad golf's in it. 
Don't really regret not going, but yeah, obviously it's something that I would enjoy and I'm 
proud to represent my country and do. Just this year and obviously it was back I think in 
'20 is when I pulled out for not playing, but yeah, just wasn't something that I thought was 
going to be beneficial for me at that point in time. 
 
But, you know, not saying that going forward I wouldn't play the Olympics. 
 
Q.  So Paris in three years' time, would you be fully up for playing that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think so, I think so. I think just with everything that was going on, it 
was just something that I wasn't just too keen on. But, you know, obviously watched a little 
bit of it and I'm always proud and want to represent my country in events like that, but just 
this year wasn't something that I thought was, like I said, beneficial for me. 
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Q.  Have you seen Xander yet this week? Has he shown you the gold medal? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I have not seen him. 
 
Q.  Dustin, you've obviously been coming to this event for a long time now at this 
point. I wonder if you go back to last year, one of the features of this obviously is the 
involvement with St. Jude and you've been to St. Jude, I believe, in the past. Was it 
the fact -- I'm writing about just the fact that the kids are back this year. St. Jude was 
part of this last year but because of everything that was going on, the kids couldn't be 
here. I wonder like when you come off 18 and you see those kids, is that part of the 
experience for you? Is that one of the memorable things when you get to interact with 
the kids actually on the course? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it's obviously what FedEx does with St. Jude, we raise a lot of 
money, especially with this tournament. It's unbelievable what they do and what St. Jude 
does. So I've done the hospital visit quite a few times. Yeah, it's really special just to be able 
to see them, interact with them, going down to the hospital and getting to hang out with 
some of them for a little while, it's definitely special and it's something I enjoy doing. 
Obviously you can't say enough about St. Jude and FedEx and what they do.  
 
Q.  DJ, I was looking at your Ryder Cup record, you've been in four of them now and 
you got the win in Hazeltine in 2016. With Whistling Straits coming up, I just wanted to 
ask what you remember about Hazeltine that might have worked better as a team, as 
yourself, as captain, whatever it is that worked better that year that made you guys 
successful and maybe what you can learn from it. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think we just played better. The Ryder Cup, obviously both sides are 
very good players, it's always going to be close. We're going to have a good team, they're 
going to have a good team, but it's just, it comes down to who plays better. Obviously at 
Hazeltine, we did. 
 
Q.  As you look at the players who might be on this year's team, is there anybody that 
you would be excited to be paired with in particular? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I feel like I can pair up pretty well with anybody, so yeah, I'm not too 
worried about who Captain wants me to play with. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Dustin, short and sweet. Thanks for your time. Good luck this week. 
 


