
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 3, 2021 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE 
 
 
STEWART MOORE:  Let's get started. Like to welcome Xander Schauffele here to the 
interview room here at the WGC FedEx St. Jude Invitational.  
 
Xander, four-time PGA TOUR winner and now Olympic gold medal winner. Why don't you 
start with some opening thoughts on these last two days after a momentous week in Tokyo. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, a few nights to sleep on it, or a couple nights I should say 
to sleep on it. Different time zone, different part of the world. Still really excited, just an 
overwhelming amount of positivity coming my way. Just obviously in a really good mood. 
 
STEWART MOORE:  Making your way here to Memphis, you finished tied for sixth in 2020 
at this event. Just thoughts on returning to TPC Southwind? Have you had time to get over a 
little bit of jetlag and get ready to go this week?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I think the biggest thing for me is being able to sort of hone 
in and focus on the task at hand this week. What was done last week is done, and we're 
going to talk about it a little bit more, I think, but besides that, I need to sort of get back on 
the time zone, really start to focus more, lock back in and try to play well this week. 
Fortunately I'm not coming to a new property, one that I've played a few times and had 
minimal success on, but I think I'm obviously in decent form coming overseas. Looking 
forward to the week. 
 
Q.  Xander, congratulations again on the gold medal. The question I wanted to ask 
you is can you tell me the difference between before going to Tokyo, what you 
thought it might be like or your perception of how it was going to be, or whether you 
were even excited to go versus the reality of what being there was like even before 
you won the gold medal, the kind of experience of being there, and then of course 
having won the gold?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, in all honesty, there was part of me that was 
contemplating [not] going. I joked with my wife about that right when I called her.  She was 
like, can you imagine that there's a little piece of you that almost didn't show up to Tokyo? 
We had a nice laugh about that.  
 
With everything playing out there with COVID and everything, obviously it's been strange 
and difficult for everyone. I decided not to stay in the Village, which is about an hour and 20 
minutes away. Unfortunately I wasn't able to visit the Village either, which I'm a little bit 
bummed about. 
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But overall I think it was -- going into it, I sort of corrected my mindset on the whole matter 
and really just focused on this four-day golf tournament. Then being able to take the podium 
afterwards really made me understand and realize sort of how special it actually is being 
there on the podium, winning any medal obviously. The flag's being raised, playing your 
national anthem, it really was something spectacular and obviously nothing like it. 
 
Q.  As a quick followup, there's kind of a strange dichotomy here historically where 
this is not something you dreamed of growing up as a golfer probably because there 
wasn't golf in the Olympics and yet this is one of the greatest honors in sports for 
anything. Historically speaking, it's maybe the top. Has that settled in yet, the idea of 
what you really did and how this is now kind of part of your legacy? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  A little bit. I think I'm starting to sort of grasp how big it is just in 
some responses. I mean, it's not -- I was fortunate enough to sort of see my grandparents 
before I left in the hotel in Narita. We sort of bypassed the "don't leave the bubble" and my 
buddy got them a hotel room right next to mine, so it was like, hey, what are you guys doing 
here?  
 
So it's pretty hard to impress someone who's almost 90 years old and has been on this 
planet for a long time. They've seen a lot of things, and to see my grandpa and my 
grandma's reaction when I pull out this gold medal, sort of it really was surprising, it shocked 
me. It was just so cool because they've never seen it before and it was so new and so fresh, 
I think that sort of just -- that's kind of the reaction and something that I would want 
everyone, kids or my kids' kids down the generational line to sort of have. It's a really cool 
piece to have in the family. 
 
Q.  And what are your grandparents' names, if you don't mind.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I call them (speaking Japanese.)  They don't speak much 
English, but their names are (speaking Japanese.) I don't know how to spell it. I just know 
their names. We communicate with a few words, hands and feet, and of course my dad 
being there helps. 
 
Q.  Xander, it's a little early to say how this might change you as a player, but 
how -- what do you hope this -- how do you hope this might affect you as a player 
going forward? And then another Olympics question, what are you looking forward to 
watching on TV of the sports that remain? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  You know, I always -- diving is always a really interesting thing to 
me. JT and I were watching it yesterday while we were doing laundry. It's just -- anything 
that we watch that we just feel like we have zero chance of doing is something that's really 
impressive. Obviously if you look at all the sports that occur in the Olympics, all the extreme 
athletes. He was sort of joking about going to work out at the Village there and he was like, 
I'll just hide in this corner over here and just kind of do my thing.  
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We play golf, which is obviously really hard and it's a mental game, but if you look at sort of 
how these people physically transform themselves to perform these crazy things, it really is 
impressive. Honestly, anything coming down the line is super interesting. I caught myself 
watching ping pong with my jaw on the floor for an hour because I love playing ping pong. I 
was like, holy smokes, this is what it's like? I don't know if I could score a point on someone. 
 
And then for me, if you put the medal, money, everything aside that comes with sort of 
winning, I think the big point for me in my career is that I won with a lead and that's sort of 
what I'm going to take with myself moving forward, that yes, I can do this and yes, I have 
done it. It's definitely repeatable and sort of a little bit more freed up than prior. 
 
Q.  Does that course compare to anything that you play on Tour or is it just 
completely different? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I think one of the biggest challenges -- for being in Japan -- to 
answer your question, no, but to be in Japan and to play on such a massive property was 
interesting. I played in Japan a few times prior and it's very narrow, tree lined, you have to 
really control your ball and this was sort of a massive course where it's okay to let it fly on a 
few holes. That was a big difference for me and I did enjoy that sort of challenge. 
 
Q.  You have another chance to play for your country in a couple months likely. In this 
case, unlike the Olympics, it may have been something that you grew up watching 
and grew up thinking about. So I have a two-part question. What did the Ryder Cup 
mean to you growing up as a kid? Did you watch it? Was it something you looked 
forward to and dreamed of playing? And then present day, maybe even with the 
context of having won the gold, what do you think about this chance you have? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I mean, first and foremost, I'm trying my best to qualify 
outright just to make it easy on myself. You never sort of want to be left up to a pick. You've 
got Spieth playing really well, a bunch of guys are sort of creeping up on me, everyone 
ahead of me's won a major championship and I'm just hanging on for dear life in the last 
position.  
 
I'm trying to think of your first two questions there. 
 
Growing up the dream was always just to get on the PGA TOUR and of course major 
championships and Ryder Cups are things that you sort of think about later on, you just 
need to get on Tour first, which is so difficult to do. In all honesty, things are still for me 
moving quick and moving fast. Maybe I didn't give myself enough credit, but things are 
definitely moving quickly and I do plan on playing on this Ryder Cup and I have watched it 
growing up. I got a little taste of it at the Olympics, being on a team. Obviously we're 
competing individually, but in practice, you know, Patrick wasn't there in time to sort of join 
us, but I played a practice round every day with Justin and Collin and that was sort of our 
pod that we practiced in. It's just a different feel when you're on a team and you're 
representing your country. You're there with one goal in mind, which is to win. We're always 
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trying to beat each other's heads in each week and all of a sudden we're kind of sharing 
some knowledge with each other like how to hit a certain shot or pumping each other up 
versus not that we knock each other down but we're always trying to beat each other each 
and every week. So it's a very different dynamic that I think all of us do enjoy that we get to 
do for a week. 
 
Q.  This may be a dumb question, an obvious one, but in 2018 was there a level of 
disappointment? You were close, you were up there. Nothing saying you couldn't be a 
captain's pick that time.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Sure. I do remember it. I got a call from Furyk in the car. Tony 
just outplayed me in the Playoffs. It's one of those gut things, deep down you know this 
phone call was coming and I knew it wasn't going to be a good one. It's one of those things 
that kind of knocks you down and you just put your head down and you just bullrush it and 
just play better.  
 
Like I said, this is sort of why I have this deep ingrained thing in my head like just qualify for 
the team so none of this pick stuff is even questioned. It's because of a moment like that, I 
don't want to leave anything up to chance and I do really want to be on the team. 
 
Q.  Where were you in the car, do you remember? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I was sitting there with my caddie and I put Jim on speaker. My 
caddie and I were talking about it, I think it was at Aronimink. We kind of lipped a putt to get 
into a playoff on the last hole, I think we finished tied -- I don't know how many guys were in 
the playoff, but that was a big bummer. My caddie and I just sat there and said it is what it is, 
we'll just keep trucking on forward. 
 
Q.  Can you just take us through after the gold medal ceremony when you left the 
course to the plane that evening and then kind of your trip over here to Memphis, a 
little bit of a play by play if you're willing to?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I finished up my round, I got drug tested right after. 
Anti-doping, they had to make sure I was legit. Then what did we do? It was a little bit of 
media. I knew I was going to see my grandparents, so I had an opportunity to do media in 
Japan or have this opportunity to do it here with you guys today and obviously I can't pass 
up to see my grandparents because I don't know how many more times I'm going to be able 
to see them. 
 
We took a van ride, we had a few drinks, a toast, a celebration in the clubhouse with all of 
the committee members there with the Olympics. Then we got in a van ride straight to the 
Hilton in Narita where actually we stayed for the ZOZO, so that was a familiar hotel. That's 
where I met up and kind of had a little in-room dining with my grandparents and some 
breakfast with them as well.  
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Then we ended up getting on a plane the following morning with everyone basically in this 
field now coming over from the Olympics. Didn't get much sleep.  
 
Obviously just a really nice moment that I was able to share there with family and my direct 
team that I had there with me in Japan. Had a little small celebration with a bunch of the 
caddies on the plane. It was one of the guys' birthdays, so we had plenty of reasons to sort 
of cheers and drink. 
 
Q.  When did you land in Memphis? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  We landed -- we took off at 11:50 and we landed essentially the 
same time. We landed maybe 9:30, 10:00, 10:00 a.m. yesterday. 
 
Q.  Followup question, I know you spoke a little bit about trying to kind of battle 
through some of the jetlag, but specifically how much do you feel is left in your tank 
right now after last week? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I'm good. I think a lot of what I did sort of in recovery last 
week was to make sure I was fresh for this week. I'm going to be as fresh as I can be, I'm 
going to do everything I can this week to sleep enough, to eat right, make sure my mind is 
okay.  
 
But I think playing really well and obviously having a gold medal is just feeding my energy. 
One, I'm really excited to get back home to the west coast, but two, I want to -- you want to 
win each and every week and now that I finally got this taste of winning and being able to 
win from up front, that's why I think all of us compete. That's the rush we really chase and it 
does feel good and it's really rewarding to pull off and I'm ready to get back to work. 
 
Q.  Following the announcement earlier today that the tournament here in Memphis 
will kick off the FedExCup Playoffs events starting in 2022, just some general 
thoughts on that move, this being the kickoff event for the Playoffs next year? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, what a cool think. I think TPC Southwind and all the folks 
here on property have always done such a nice job for us making this sort of trip easy. If you 
look at the golf course, it's just a good playoff course. I don't know what changes they've 
made. I drove in, I saw a bunker on I think the third hole there in the layup area, so they may 
have added or changed a few things. I haven't read the sort of greens sheet we get every 
week. Overall, to me any sort of course that's difficult where you can shoot 3 to 4 under each 
day and have a good chance of winning is a good playoff course to have. 
 
Q.  Going back to the Olympics, you do have the gold medal there in your pocket. 
Justin Rose is here and I don't know how long he carried it around with him for. Matt 
Kuchar carried around his bronze for a little while. Have you talked to any of those 
guys who won it in Rio or won a medal in Rio, and how long do you anticipate 
carrying around the gold just to sort of use it as your calling card? 
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XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  You know, my dad slept with it the first night, so I didn't even 
have it with me the day I won it. He was going to -- he was going to take it to San Diego, he 
was going to take it back home to his house and parade around with his friends, but I told 
him I had a little media to do and I'm sure everyone wanted to see the gold medal here. Sort 
of my moment in the sun with it.  
 
I don't know where its home's going to be, we haven't really decided that, but when I get 
back, I probably won't have it for some time because I know my dad really wants to have it. 
As much as I win for myself, it's rare for me to sort of share and me wanting to win it for him, 
you know what I mean? Most of us golfers, takes an individual sport, we're relatively selfish 
and we do things for ourselves, but to me it's sort of more than that and that's why I think it's 
so unique and special for my family. I'll let him parade around San Diego with it. 
 
STEWART MOORE:  Olympic gold medalist, Xander Schauffele, thank you so much for 
your time with us here today. Best of luck this week here in Memphis. 
 


