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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
July 17, 2021 
 
JAMES HAHN  ( -17) 
 
 
Q.  I think the obvious first question is, it's been a struggle for you coming in, what 
did you change before today's round? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  You know, earlier in the week I was kind of messing around with different 
practice routines with my putting stroke. Yesterday actually I changed my routine, decided 
not to take anymore practice strokes at the ball. That freed me up a little bit, but had no idea 
I was going to shoot like that today. 
 
Q.  When you pitched in for eagle at 15, you were telling me before we came on air 
that you looked at the leaderboard and you saw something you weren't really 
expecting. 
 
JAMES HAHN:  Right. So when I looked at the leaderboard, it said that I was 11 under and I 
could swear I was 10. I had no idea what I was shooting at that point, I had to double check 
the scorecard and that was kind of the "oh, boy" moment. Yeah, then you start thinking crazy 
things coming down the stretch, but I pulled it together. 
 
Q.  The second shot on 18 had to look awfully good to you. What were you thinking?  
 
JAMES HAHN:  I thought it was really good, I thought I had a perfect number. Balls weren't 
spinning back at all all day, so I thought it's pin high. I had no idea it was going to spin back 
20 feet. Anytime you have a chance or even a putt for 59, it's kind of a good feeling.  
 
Q.  James, exciting day chasing all sorts of records and breaking all types, almost 
that 59. Tell me about today. 
 
JAMES HAHN:  Yeah, it was a good round. Started off well, made a lot of putts. I think I 
went 5 under in six holes or 6 under in five holes, 6 under in six holes, something like that. I 
really stopped keeping track.  
 
Then when I chipped in on the par 5 on the back nine, it had the leaderboard, it said that I 
was 11 under for the day. I had to double check the scorecard, I had no idea I was that far 
deep into the round. Yeah, to have the putt on the last hole was really good. You know, glad 
I gave it a run, but unfortunately it wasn't meant to be. 
 
Q.  And a career best of four eagles throughout the week and even some exciting 
ones today. Tell me about those. 
 
JAMES HAHN:  Yeah, earlier in the week I wanted to improve on my par 5 stroke average 
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and eagles definitely help. For me to just keep the ball in the fairway, all the par 5s are 
reachable here, so for me to take advantage of them I feel is a good start. 
 
Q.  Walk me through that final hole on 18. What you were feeling leading up and going 
for that final putt?  
 
JAMES HAHN:  Yeah. So I started off with driver off the tee. Felt like you only get so many 
opportunities to shoot 59, so I wanted to be aggressive. Took driver off the tee, didn't make 
a great swing but ended up in the fairway. I was lucky enough to put my hand on it. Hit a 
great second shot. The balls haven't been spinning back all week and to see it spin back 
20 feet was kind of heartbreaking, but I hit a good number, landed right next to the flag and I 
hit a really good putt. Speed was perfect, just didn't give it enough break. 
 
Q.  And your playing partner, Richard, he goes first and an amazing time on 18.  
 
JAMES HAHN:  Right. I was just thinking about it the odds that someone makes a really 
long putt and the next person makes just as long of a putt right on top of him, I don't know 
what the odds are on that, but probably very small. So I told Richard I would buy for him 
after the round. I hit a good putt and nothing I could do about it. 
 
Q.  Was that exchanging of words I saw after he made his putt what you told him? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  It was. It actually calmed my nerves a little bit just to see him and the crowd 
go crazy for him. He had kind of a struggle today, but to make birdie on the last, it was good 
to see and kind of took a little bit of nerves off. 
 
Q.  How magical is 59 for you guys? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  How magical? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
JAMES HAHN:  I mean, that's a unicorn, right? That's the one that everyone's trying to 
chase. 60, the scorecard's not probably going up on the wall, right? 59, you know, you can 
tattoo that on my forehead and it would be pretty cool, so it is magical. To come up one short 
stings a little bit, but I played a good round today. 
 
Q.  What's your previous low? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  I think I've shot 61 or 62. 62? Okay. 
 
Q.  Career best. 
 
JAMES HAHN:  So this is definitely career best. And to your point, 59, if it's not 59, I really 
don't care if it's 61 or 62. That's a pretty big number. 
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Q.  Would you put 60 up on your wall? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  No, not on my wall. 
 
Q.  Do you think for sure it will go up in this clubhouse? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  Yeah, it'll be on this wall. But I'm happy with the round, I'm happy it was 
flawless, no bogeys on the scorecard. Played a good round today. 
 
Q.  Not a lot of caddies get to come up here and be interviewed. What's that like for 
you to come in a week without your normal caddie and see him get a little publicity? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  Yeah, it's kind of a funny story. A couple weeks ago my caddie actually left 
me, so I was searching around for a caddie. This week I was fortunate enough to have a 
local guy that knows the golf course. His name is Joe Muschong and he's helped me out a 
lot this week and kept me cool throughout the round. Very talkative, which is nice because it 
kind of relaxes me a little bit and I don't have to do a lot of talking. But to experience that 
with him, him being a local guy and playing out here all the time, I feel like is very special for 
both of us. 
 
Q.  Did you throw any rules at him at first or anything? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  No, no. He's a young kid. We get along well. He's a player, and so we just 
kind of hit it off my first day and he's been doing everything really well. 
 
Q.  How do you bottle a round like this? What are you going to do to keep the mojo 
going? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  I don't know. It's the first time I've ever been in this situation. I've shot 62 I 
believe in final rounds, didn't really have to worry about the next round. You know, you just 
go and how it shakes out tonight, watch some cartoons and do it all over again tomorrow. 
 
Q.  What's your cartoon of choice? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  I don't know. We were watching something crazy the other day, something 
on Nick Jr. My daughter's traveling with me, so she's a boss sometimes, likes to take the 
remote, hide it. So we were watching Shrek the other day, but nothing too offensive. 
 
Q.  How old is she?   
 
JAMES HAHN:  She's 6; 6 going on 14. 
 
Q.  Did it also take any pressure off when you're hearing the (indiscernible) for Joe, or 
what kind of -- what was that like, the interaction with the fans yelling? 
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JAMES HAHN:  The fans, it's great to have the fans back. It's great to see a lot of the 
energy. No one was really following us up until 12 or 13, and then when I chipped in it was 
pretty loud. Then to see the camera crews showing up on 16, 17 and 18, I knew something 
special was going to happen. I just didn't want to mess it up, but also I want to stay positive 
and hit some good shots coming down the stretch. I was fortunate enough to at least get one 
birdie coming down the stretch, kind of helped. 
 
Q.  Did you change anything with this tournament from the way you've been recently 
playing? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  No, no. I've been searching recently swings and chips and putting routines 
and everything. You know, I shot 60 today, it doesn't necessarily mean that everything's 
going to stick like this for the next few weeks, even tomorrow. I just kind of wake up and 
hopefully you're hitting it straight. If not, you start switching things. 
 
Q.  You described it as a flawless round. Sounds weird with a 60, but is there any shot 
that you felt like you should take back? 
 
JAMES HAHN:  Oh, there's a lot of shots out there that I left out, but all in all, the putts that 
went in were the ones that needed to go in. I did chip in once, made two eagles. The putt on 
18, I hit a good putt. The putt on 16, I hit a good putt. I made one 5 on the scorecard, I 
parred No. 11. Didn't have an opportunity to go for the green, but all these holes you have to 
stay aggressive, but you have to miss in the right spots. You can easily make birdie out 
here, but you can also make bogey and that kind of describes the golf course. There's a lot 
of birdies out there, but some days par's a good score.  
 


