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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
JULY 1, 2021 
 
BRANDON HAGY  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Can you just share some of the details on your round, particularly the sand save 
on 17 and the ruling on 18 and how you dealt with both those to keep the lead? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  So 17, we left it in a good spot. We knew that bunker was going to be 
decent for that pin. I left it kind of in a tricky -- it was a six-footer but kind of a tricky read and 
we read that one well. 18 really wasn't much of a ruling, I was just trying to figure out if I was 
in the fairway or not so I could clean the ball, but it ended up not being in the fairway, so I 
just played it. 
 
Q.  Tell us about some of your most clutch shots today, for starters. 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I mean, first hole, hit it in the trees, kind of punched out in the 
bunker, got up and down there, so that was just a save to get the round going. 
 
I made a pretty long putt on 2, but I think the key was I hit a lot of drives in good position, hit 
some good iron shots and, like I said over there, the putting, I didn't make everything, but 
when I looked up, I liked what I was seeing for most of the day, which is good. That's all you 
can ask for is you hit it the way you want, it's rolling well and hopefully you read it right. 
Yeah, I mean, to shoot 7 under, you have to make some of those kind of 10- to 15-foot putts 
and I was able to make a few of those today. 
 
Q.  And if you have the lead, or regardless, you're up top, but you've been here 
before. What did you learn from the last experience? What can you take into Friday? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I mean, I think I had an 18-hole lead earlier in the year. I mean, 
it's so early in the tournament. Really, the first day you're just looking to get yourself in 
position, which I did, but you've just got to go out and keep hitting the same shots.  
 
It's pretty -- I think the strategy for me is pretty simple out there. There's a lot of drivers. 
There's a couple holes that maybe I wouldn't hit driver, but really there's only about two 
holes where there's a question. Most of the time it's just hitting solid drivers and trying to be 
in a good position for the pin. Yeah, I'm not going to try and reinvent too much, just kind of 
stick with that strategy. 
 
Q.  With all the rain that we've had lately, does it really allow you to attack the pins, I 
would imagine? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah. Really, it's just spin management with how soft the greens are. 
You've just got to make sure if you have a wedge in that you're knocking off some spin to 
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keep it around some of these holes. Yeah, it's stopping -- with long irons, it's stopping pretty 
quickly. Yeah, that's definitely the soft conditions, you just have to watch your spin, for sure. 
 
Q.  Can you give a little specifics on the changes you made in your putting setup for 
this week? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I was just a little bit too on top of the ball, so I just made sure that 
I kind of had a little bit more tilt behind the ball, my head a little bit more behind the ball and 
was able to kind of just have a more consistent, just sort of natural arc from there. I was just 
kind of fighting my setup a little bit the last couple weeks. It was a pretty basic, very minor 
adjustment. You probably wouldn't be able to see it from the naked eye from last week to 
this week, but just something that working with a short game coach and he just sees certain 
tendencies. It's just kind of a little pick up. 
 
Q.  Seeing that first 20-footer go in, how much did that help? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, for sure. I got a couple tournaments recently where I've had to 
kind of fight back on Friday just to give myself a chance for the weekend, so it's nice to kind 
of get off to a good start in the first rounds.  
 
I think that was kind of one of my main goals coming into this week was just kind of a steady, 
solid first round. I accomplished that. Like I said earlier, the strategy for me out here is pretty 
simple, there's just a lot of drivers, so I'm just trying to be as committed as possible to my 
finish lines with that club. If I can hit it decently straight with that club, it's going to be an 
advantage out here just because of how soft it is. Course is playing a lot longer, have a little 
bit less into some of these greens. 
 
Q.  Given the conditions, how low do you think the scores could be today? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  I mean, it's just kind of wind dependent, that's kind of always what it is 
with the afternoon. I don't foresee it getting much firmer out there, it's pretty soggy out there 
with how much rain we got. I think easily someone in the afternoon could shoot a good 
round just because of how soft the greens are. 
 
Q.  What did you learn from being kind of top of the leaderboard, having -- being in 
contention at American Express earlier this year? 
 
BRANDON HAGY:  Yeah, I just kind of -- I know that I can handle that situation, I've been 
there before. I didn't shoot a perfectly clean round the next round, played a solid round. I 
think Honda was kind of the tournament, though, that gave me a lot of confidence this year. 
Being able to shoot good rounds, being able to have a bounce-back round, being able to 
finish near the top of the leaderboard, those are definitely things that you draw on. 
 
Q.  Is your family with you this week? 
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BRANDON HAGY:  They're not, they're not, no. Next week they're coming. They weren't 
there -- they've pretty much been traveling with me, my wife and daughter. They'll be there 
next week. Yeah, I definitely miss them, it's been a couple weeks. 


