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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 30, 2021 
 
PATRICK REED 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  Before we open it up to questions from the media, just an opening comment 
before you make your third start at the Rocket Mortgage Classic. You've had one top-10 
here in your previous two starts. So just how do you think the week's going to go for you? 
 
PATRICK REED:  I feel like the game's really strong, I feel like I'm playing really solid, hitting 
the ball well, so on the golf side I feel like we're in good form leading into the week.  
 
I think the biggest thing is I'm supper impressed with how they were able to get this golf 
course in as good of shape as they have with the storms that have hit, how nasty the 
weather has been here late last week and during the weekend, and seeing the pictures on 
Saturday of how holes like 10, 18, 15 were. I played that back nine on Monday and aside 
from some areas in the rough, you couldn't really tell that it rained. Of course it was soft and 
the ball was spinning and not really rolling anywhere, but the conditions were perfect. Got to 
give all the credit to the superintendents and the people around here to get this place in that 
good of shape. 
 
Q.  Patrick, were you made aware of the restrictions and policies that you guys are 
going to have at The Open? 
 
PATRICK REED:  So I heard about it and we're in dialogue and talks with European Tour, 
PGA TOUR, R&A and things like that to know what the restrictions were like going over 
there. For me, I kind of knew what I was going to get myself into going over there 
considering I play on the European Tour. So I went over to Wentworth, I've played in their 
bubble and I've been around those protocols and know what it's like now. Having 32,000 
fans, we haven't had that yet, so it's going to be nice to get back and have that many people 
out there following and supporting golf and watching us play. 
 
Q.  How are you going to deal with (inaudible) are you going to rent a house and keep 
your team minimal or -- 
 
PATRICK REED:  We've rented a house already before they came out. They told us we're 
allowed to rent houses, so we've done that. Still same protocols. You're only allowed four 
people as part of your team, so it's going to be myself and my caddie, my coach and maybe 
one other person, whether it's a manager or trainer, but that's about it. Keep it small, go in 
there, be really focused on what we're trying to do, play good golf and get out. 
 
Q.  What did those pictures look like that you saw on Saturday? Can you describe 
that? How low do you think people are going to go to -- 
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PATRICK REED:  The pictures were brutal. When they showed me a picture off of 10 tee, 
you saw the tee box and it just looked like a lake. You couldn't see the bunkers that you're 
trying to carry on the left or the ones on the right. And 18, you saw a little bit of grass, but 
everything was under water. And 15, it was the tee box, and then after the tee box it was 
basically just nothing but water into the bunker that's just short of the green.  
 
The amount of water that was there was a huge amount. To come out and play and just find 
a couple wet spots there in the rough, it was very impressive how they were able to get the 
water out and the job that they were able to do to allow the place to drain and get the water 
out of there. 
 
Q.  How low do you think the scoring could be? 
 
PATRICK REED:  It all depends on the scoring. Pin placements obviously, with them being 
soft, you think they'll go a little tougher on pins because it will be more accessible, you're 
going to be able to attack the golf course. But with it being as wet as it is, the past two years 
the fairways were firm, so the ball would hit and just take off. They had soft greens the first 
year so we were able to really attack this place because the drivers were going so far, they 
were just bounding when they hit fairways. But being as soft as it is, there's going to be 
longer clubs to certain greens, but you're still going to be able to attack. If the weather's nice, 
I would still think you have to shoot at least 17, 16 under to win this golf tournament. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask a Ryder Cup question, inside 90 days now, just outside the top 
6 automatic qualifier spots. At what point does that start getting on your radar, okay, I 
have four or five starts left?  
 
PATRICK REED:  I think the biggest thing is not really focusing so much on where you are 
on trying to get in and more focusing on each week and playing some good golf, because 
I'm in a position being -- I think I'm seventh, one out. I'm in that spot that if I go out and play 
some good golf and have a chance to win on Sunday, especially here late and make that 
push, we should be able to try to get inside that top 6. Or worst case scenario, if you stay at 
seventh and you're playing well and be in good form, you hope to be a pick.  
 
Really, it's focus on what's at hand right now and that's play good golf. You do that and that 
takes care of itself. I've always been a firm believer in that whether it's first day of a 
tournament, whether it's looking at Ryder Cups later on down the road, looking at certain 
things, if you go out and take care of each day and play the best you can and go out and 
shoot numbers and improve each day, the results and everything else will take care of itself. 
 
Q.  With how you need the 6 and 6 versus -- 
 
PATRICK REED:  It's definitely unique having that many picks, going 6 and 6, but then on 
top of it, with how long the standings have been able to run since we were pushed back. So 
the amount of points that guys have is just a huge amount and you're not used to seeing that 
obviously, but at the same time when you have a 6 and 6, it means you've got to go out and 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

play some great golf and consistently play well throughout, now it's an extra year. So 
throughout that whole period of time in order to stay within that top 6 or even stay in a spot 
where you're relevant and have a chance to be picked. 
 
Q.  Is there any impact on not having power out here at the club and have you ever 
played a tournament where there wasn't power? 
 
PATRICK REED:  So actually I don't spend too much time in the clubhouse on weeks. I 
might go in the locker room, grab my shoes, something like that. On weeks -- this is my third 
week in a row, so it's more kind of conserve energy and when I come here I go straight to 
work. I go out there, start practicing putting, chipping. We don't need power to go out to the 
golf course outside.  
 
You know, if you're working out or any -- you go see your physios or anything like that in the 
locker room and stuff, if power stayed out for a while, especially how hot and humid it gets 
here, you would get pretty sticky in there.  
 
It's just another little thing to add that you have to mentally, you know, basically mentally, be 
mentally strong for and handle because anytime you get those little curveballs thrown at you, 
you have to figure out a way to just keep on pushing and get through it. 
 
Q.  Do you consider luck a factor whether you win or lose a tournament? 
 
PATRICK REED:  No. The guy who wins the golf tournament usually gets a good break 
here or there that could make a difference, but a lot of the times I don't feel like those are the 
reason why they win the golf tournaments. It's more that might be what keeps them having 
certain momentums to -- whether they're on a birdie run and they hit one that gets a good 
bounce to kind of keep it in play, get it up and down for par, bounces, gets on the green. But 
I wouldn't say luck is what's involved in winning golf tournaments.  
 
The guy who wins golf tournaments is usually the guy who's playing best that week and is 
out there doing everything a little better than everyone else. That's what it takes to win golf 
tournaments. Four days, 72 holes, you're going to get good bounces, you're going to get bad 
bounces. It's the guy who's playing consistently the best golf that week that's going to win 
that golf tournament. 
 
Q.  What's the mentality that you had that made you successful in Monday qualifying? 
What do guys need to do? 
 
PATRICK REED:  The biggest thing when I was in Mondays, I just kept on having to prove 
to myself that I belong out here, that I feel like I can go out there and shoot a low round. If 
you think about a golf tournament, 72 holes, four days, it's a marathon, but on Mondays it's 
go out there and it's one day, it's a sprint. You have to go out, be aggressive and know that 
you can go out and make a lot of birdies. I think that's what helped us is I knew I could make 
a lot of birdies. Those are the times you miss greens, you have to get those up-and-downs 
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because you can't really make very many bogeys, if any, during Mondays. It's just one of 
those, it's now a sprint, so go out there and play aggressive, which is kind of the type of golf 
I like to play is kind of attack and go from there. 
 
Q.  (Question about the 2016 Olympics.) Anything you learned from them or any 
player at the Olympics that maybe translated to success on the golf course? 
 
PATRICK REED:  So at the -- I think the most memorable moment at the Olympics was 
going and watching Phelps swim. We didn't get to meet any of the athletes while we were 
there. You have all these different sections and the golf course and where we were all 
staying was a lot farther out. So we didn't stay in the village or anything like that, we stayed 
out near the golf course. But coming in and watching Phelps swim and just the dominance 
he had in the pool and just kind of the zone you could tell he was getting into before the 
races. You had a lot of guys kind of looking around that were racing and stuff like that and 
he nonstop was just staring down the lane that he was in, just basically getting in his zone 
getting ready for the race. Just to see how he went about things was amazing. 
 


