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WOMEN’S DIVISION WINNERS INTERVIEW 
June 28, 2021 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT 
ANITA UWADIA 
 
 
Q.  What does this mean to you?  
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  This means a lot. Like I haven't played an LPGA event in years, 
so it's going to be nice to be back out there and give it another shot.  
 
I'm sure you're really excited.  
 
ANITA UWADIA:  Yeah, I'm really excited. This is the first win in a while, so of course I'm 
really excited. And for us to be able to come out here after the adversity with the water, the 
drainage and come out here and play well, it means a lot. And to play with Shasta -- 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  That was great. 
 
ANITA UWADIA:  Yeah, it was really cool. 
 
Q.  Did you know each other before? 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Yeah, yeah, we played together earlier in the year in a Symetra 
event in the final round. We met each other last year. It was your rookie year, right?  
 
ANITA UWADIA:  Yeah, it was rookie year. 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Yeah, so I met her, I saw her striping it on the range.  
 
Q.  The idea behind the John Shippen Invitational, getting more people in golf, how 
much do you guys feel proud that you're going to carry that banner at least for a year 
winning this tournament, going and playing? 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Well, obviously we're going to embrace it, and we're very 
thankful for the opportunity. This is a great way to honor Mr. Shippen. So we're going to stay 
in the present and just stay in the moment and really just one shot at a time. That's like a 
cliche, right, but we don't want to put too much pressure on ourselves. We still want to enjoy 
it and have fun.  
 
ANITA UWADIA:  For us to win the inaugural, that means a lot, and hopefully in the next 
couple years we'll have more people in the event. It's really cool. 
 
Q.  When was the last time either one of you played in an LPGA event at all? 
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ANITA UWADIA:  Well, I just graduated in 2020, so I haven't really -- I haven't played any 
LPGA events at all, so I'm really looking forward to it personally. 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  2013. 
 
Q.  So it's been a while? 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Years. 
 
Q.  What was the difference between the alternate shot and the best ball? Anything 
stick out in your mind? 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  I mean, I think we did pretty -- today she like carried me, I'll be 
honest with you. Like maybe a couple times I saved us, but she really made all the birdies, 
and I think yesterday we just fed off each other. We worked really well together and we 
made sure that we communicated each shot. It was like, hey, we're a team, we're going to 
work together. It was kind of like she was my caddie, I was her caddie. 
 
ANITA UWADIA:  Yes. I think with alternate shot you also want to give your partner a good 
one, but I think we laughed it off a lot. If I hit in a bad spot, she hit in a bad spot, we didn't put 
pressure on ourselves at all. Just "good luck with that shot." Just the way we vibe together, it 
was really nice. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  We started to get a little nervous. I was getting tired and I told 
her, I thought that it would be best that we communicate with each other like how we're 
feeling, and I told her, I said I'm getting tired and she's like a little nervous. I was like, look, 
one shot at a time, stay in the moment and just talk to each other and make sure we stay in 
our routine. 
 
ANITA UWADIA:  I think the chip-in on No. 15 --  
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Yeah, that was a change. 
 
ANITA UWADIA:  Yeah, because we were -- we just three-putted the hole before, so the 
next hole for us to chip in on that one was like, okay, we've got this. I think that gave us 
momentum. 
 
Q.  Shasta, being from Flint, what does it mean to you to take this step for all the 
young girls in Flint that might be just getting into golf? 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Well, I'm definitely sure it's pretty awesome to see, right? I look 
at it as another tournament obviously, but I think it's going to mean a lot more obviously 
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seeing it on TV. And I just want to represent my city well (inaudible) and I hope that 
(inaudible). 
 
Q.  Speaking of Dow, how are you feeling about that? Are you excited to play there? 
Have you ever played there? 
 
ANITA UWADIA:  I'm super excited. I am really excited. I've never played there before. I 
never played in an LPGA event, so just to go out there. Your dream obviously is to be on the 
LPGA, to win majors, but it's definitely a first step. To go out there and play with people that 
you watch on TV, that's pretty cool. I'm super excited, especially to tee it up with her. 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Yeah, I'm excited, too. I'm trying to remember if I played the 
course in high school. We used to play Midland High and Midland Dow. Once I get there I'll 
see like, oh, I remember this course. If not, like I haven't seen it, so either/or. 
 
ANITA UWADIA:  Show me the way. 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Yeah, show you the way.  
 
Q.  On the 18th hole you get to pick the walk-up song. It's a big deal.  
 
ANITA UWADIA:  On 18? 
 
Q.  Yeah, on the Friday of the tournament. No pressure, but --  
 
ANITA UWADIA:  (Singing) "All I do is win, win, win."  
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  We've got to talk about this. We'll have to discuss it, what the 
song's going to be on it. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) obviously since 2013, does this add significance for you, the 
opportunity, given it's been so long? 
 
SHASTA AVERYHARDT:  Well, I'm appreciative of the opportunity to go back to playing 
again. Took my time off, did a lot of growing, and to have the opportunity and the support 
behind me this time, it means a lot, so I'm going to take advantage of it and do the best I 
can. 
 


