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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
June 27, 2021 
 
STEVE STRICKER  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Steve, you get your third major championship on the PGA TOUR Champions. You 
win today by six shots. Did it feel like a six-shot win throughout the day? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  No, it was so hard. It's so hard to have a lead. And then to play with a 
friend, Jerry, out there, basically it's his home course. This is exactly what he grew up on in 
Madison, Wisconsin. He plays well here. I could tell that he was playing well and I'm just 
trying to hang on. It's tough to play when you're not that aggressive, but I'm happy. It was a 
tough fight. 
 
Q.  At the start of the day, you had the lead in the last two majors going into the final 
round, didn't work out your way. Was this an important round for you today? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. I spit the bit according to Lanny, right? And I knew that. I knew 
that I had the lead in the other two and didn't come away with a victory in either one of them. 
Yeah, it was even harder because I had that in the back of my mind, so it means even more 
that I was able to come out on top. 
 
Q.  All important here, you get the spot now at THE PLAYERS Championship at 
Sawgrass. How excited are you about that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, looking forward to that. I got in this year on Thursday morning, 
so next year I get a little more practice and prep. Looking forward to that. It's always fun to 
go to THE PLAYERS Championship. I always wanted to be a PLAYERS Championship 
winner, so even if it's on the Champions Tour, it's a special win. 
 
Q.  To have your wife, Nicki, caddying this week, how special is that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it's always great to have her out here. She's a calming influence 
and we work well together. Yeah, it's good. She still enjoys coming out, the kids still enjoy 
coming out, so it's a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Well, it got interesting for a while and then -- 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It was interesting. It was hard, it was a hard day. Yeah, you know, I 
basically played with a lead all the way from the start of the tournament. Had a big lead on 
Saturday, kind of let that slip away. It's hard to play with a lead, I'm finding that out. You try 
to be protective of that lead and you kind of get out of your normal routine and your normal 
way of playing and you make a mistake here or there, and then all of a sudden you feel like 
you're going the wrong direction.  
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And playing with Jerry, who played great, he put a lot of pressure on me today. He drove the 
ball great, he was in the fairway, and when you can drive it in the fairway here, you give 
yourself some opportunities and he did that. He made some putts early on and I'm 
scrambling around. So it was a tough day, but it's worth it in the end, I guess, when you can 
gut it out and walk away with a win. 
 
Q.  The way 16 turned out when he's going -- I'm sure you expected him to go for it. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  I mean, I guess how did you feel after that, walking away from there? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, you walk away gaining a shot there and now I have a four-shot 
lead, so that makes going up 17 a lot better. But I was going to probably lay up there just 
because I knew the pin was in the back and I knew you couldn't hold that green. I mean, I 
went for it the last two days and I hit some nice shots in there and they're not stopping. So 
you hit it over that green, you're going to be forced into a difficult chip shot. I just figured just 
give myself a wedge and get a birdie putt look at it. So when he hit it in the water, you know, 
you've still got to pay attention because I still have to go over the water, but yeah, walking off 
that hole, things felt a lot better. 
 
Q.  What was the moment like on 18 when you went up to Jerry in the fairway?  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I just said that was hard, great playing, it's fun to be out there. I 
said it's fun to be out there with him, but I don't like it, you know? We're friends and we're 
both trying to beat each other badly, but when we can walk away and still be friends is the 
cool part.  
 
But it's hard when you're playing against your friend out there. I know he wants to beat me 
bad and I feel the same, but we're still friends and that's the nice thing about it. And I said 
that to him walking up 18. I said it was fun, but I don't like it. 
 
Q.  What does getting a spot in THE PLAYERS mean? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it's great. That's something I can put on my calendar for next 
year. Excited to go back there. This year I got in late on -- I got the last spot in Thursday 
morning, so next year I get to go and prepare a little bit and know that I'm going to be able to 
play. Yeah, looking forward to that. It's a great championship and it's a course that is difficult. 
Really haven't played it all that well over the years, but a couple good events here and there 
and just one that you want to be in. 
 
Q.  Steve, after the first hole where it seemed like Jerry punched, how big was it for 
you to punch back and how did it affect the way you played the next 17? 
 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, he hit it in there right away at 1 and I drove it in the bunker, had 
no play. I make a great up-and-down, he misses his birdie so we walk off there even. He just 
kept putting the pressure on and that forced me to get it up and down when I was out of 
position or try to play a little bit more aggressively. It's still hard. When you have that four-, 
three-shot lead, you don't want to make a mistake and then you end up playing pretty 
defensively and that's not good in the game of golf. 
 
Q.  Just winning another major, I mean, I know where this ranks, it's probably not like 
the PGA TOUR, but just how big do you consider this as far as an accomplishment, 
especially the way you had to gut it out the last couple days? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  This one means a lot because I had the lead in the other two majors 
this year and didn't win, so I felt a lot of pressure here this week to -- once I got the lead and 
then had a big lead, I felt a tremendous amount of pressure to win. I knew I hadn't been 
really shutting the door on the guys when I have the opportunity, so that played into my 
mind, too, a little bit, which made things more difficult.  
 
So it was good to kind of step up and hit a couple shots when I had to today. You know, I 
managed my game well again. To shoot even par around here when you're leading is a 
good score. It's a hard place, so I take a lot away from being able to do that today. 
 
Q.  You essentially shot even par the last three days leaving the 63 to open where you 
ended up, 7 under. It's never over after 18 holes, but did you feel like it's a pretty good 
punch at the field right away and got yourself in a position where they just had to 
come get you? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  You know, I did that here before. I started off with 64 I think a couple 
years ago when Retief won and kind of leaked that away right away the second round. He 
ended up winning. So I had that in my thinking, too, that I needed to kind of keep my foot 
down and keep going. That was my mentality Saturday, let's see how big a lead you can get. 
I'm thinking let's get it to 10 or 12 and make it an easy Sunday.  
 
And I was going, I started off with three birdies and then made the turn a couple under and 
then just crapped the bed for five holes in a row and played those holes horribly yesterday. 
All of a sudden I let everybody back in a little bit, a few guys. Made it a lot more difficult 
today. 
 
Q.  Point was, nobody got to 7 under for the week. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Nobody ever got there. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It's one of those courses, you know? You can get it going if you drive it 
in the fairway, and it played firm, so it played a little bit shorter. These downwind holes, you 
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could hit them out there quite a ways. I could hit 3-woods off of 18 and some of these other 
downwind holes. So in that regard, if you can get it in the fairway, it played shorter. But today 
the greens firmed up. Some holes, they really bounced out, some of the wedges. I had the 
6-iron at No. 15 kind of plug, so that was hard. You didn't know what kind of bounce you're 
going to get. That's why it's a tough place, it's a tough place to win. 
 
Q.  Strict, Miller said over there you had the decision, Travelers or here. I guess kind 
of happy with what decision you made? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah. I told Bridgestone, the sponsors up there when you have a guy 
that's able to go to the regular tour, come to the Champions Tour and play Firestone in the 
Bridgestone Invitational and I chose here, I said that it means a lot to us players to be here 
and I look at this as a great championship and that's why I came here. I wanted to win here. 
It's a PLAYERS Championship, it gets you into THE PLAYERS championship next year. 
There's so many good things about this event. We played here on the regular tour for many 
years and had some good tournaments here over the years but never won here, so it was 
the right decision. 
 
Q.  Well, you've got I think one more decision like that, or you already made it with 
John Deere? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I'm going to John Deere. 
 
Q.  Is that Ryder Cup driven or is that I can still -- event driven? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It's their 50th anniversary. I always tossed that around over the years 
whether to go play the Senior Open or the John Deere Classic. It would be nice to go back 
one more time to play John Deere and hopefully get it going. 
 


