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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
June 25, 2021 
 
KEVIN SUTHERLAND  ( -1) 
 
 
Q.  Minus 1 through 36 after the back injury, just how pleased are you with these 36 
holes? 
 
KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Very. I've hit the ball really well, actually. I haven't played a lot of 
golf so I was really pleased by that. Short game's a little rusty, probably to be expected. 
Chipping and putting's been a little erratic, but I'm hitting the ball really well, so I'm really 
encouraged.  
 
The back, most importantly, was really good, so that's the most important thing at this point. 
This whole week, was hoping to kind of get through 72 and feel good about it and so far, so 
good. 
 
Q.  For you to do this at Firestone, obviously a tough course, not many guys are 
under par here, to do it given what you've been going through, just how much pride 
and motivation does that give you? 
 
KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yeah, I came here with not a whole lot of expectation. This course 
is really, really hard, and I've hit it well, which is what you have to do here. You know, I can't 
explain why I'm hitting it well; I haven't really practiced, I haven't really done much, but I feel 
like I'm in a good rhythm. I'm not trying to like do anything fancy, I'm just trying to keep it 
simple, which is probably something I should do all the time. So it feels good and, like I said, 
most importantly, my back feels good. 
 
Q.  How much practice have you gotten and was it mostly chips and putts? Was it 
maybe nine here, nine there? 
 
KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Mostly like nine here, nine there. Yeah, I played 18 holes once 
before this week and that was last week. Yeah, it hasn't been much. I hit like 20 balls, go out 
and play nine holes and like call it a day. The preparation for the week wasn't much. It was 
pretty much just to see where the back is, and the back was feeling a lot better last week so 
figured I might as well come here even though it's a hard golf course, but fortunately I've hit 
the ball well so far. 
 
Q.  Given everything, where do you, expectation-wise, plan on the weekend just with 
pin locations or even with your mental game? 
 
KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  You know, the same. The one thing about this golf course is if 
you're hitting it well, you can get birdie looks. I've had a lot of them this week. I've had a lot 
of easy pars, which is huge here. If you can get birdie looks and easy pars, driving the ball in 
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the fairway's paramount and I've done that for the most part and I've hit a lot of really good 
iron shots. If I can do that over the weekend, at some point you start getting into the 
competition more than just to see where you're at and that's kind of where I think I'm at right 
now. 
 


