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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
May 14, 2021 
 
BILLY ANDRADE  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  First of all, Billy, can you just tell us about your round a little bit today? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah, yeah. Kind of feeding off of last week. I shot 8 under on the 
weekend in Birmingham, didn't make a bogey. So I didn't make a bogey today until 17. I 
probably should have chipped it, and I'm pretty good putting off the green and I had a really 
tough putt and I knocked it way by and ended up making bogey. 
 
Four birdies, very consistent, hit a lot of fairways, a lot of greens. The golf course is -- the 
greens are firm. You've got to pay attention on some certain shots. This golf course is like 
five shots that you have to hit, and if you don't, you're going to -- you could shoot a big 
score. So I was fortunate with making sure I hit those five pretty good and I feel really, really 
great going into this weekend. 
 
Q.  One day we'll have to get into those five shots. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah. Well, like No. 9, the second shot there. 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  No. 11, the tee shot on 11 over water. Today -- they usually put the 
pin -- when the pin's front left, we usually go over and play 9, 9, wedge, and we were back 
playing 6-iron, 5-iron. It was a hard, hard shot. So a couple of those. 
 
No. 4 off the tee, you can't hit it -- left's dead, right in the bunker's not good. 
 
Q.  You had a pretty makeable putt on 18. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I did. 
 
Q.  What was the length on that one? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I would say about eight feet, and I hit a really good putt. I thought it 
might just kind of break a little right and it kind of came down and right at the end it caught 
the lip, broke just a hair left. 
 
Q.  And how much of a putt did you have coming back on 17? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Oh, I hit it off the green. 
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Q.  Right.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I had 25 feet coming back, so it was a terrible first putt. I was way right 
on the fringe, so I had -- 
 
Q.  So you tried putting it? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah. I probably should have chipped it thinking back on it now. It was 
not a very good putt. I can't complain, one bogey, very solid, feel good about my game 
and -- 
 
Q.  Yeah, what's happened? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I've been playing really well, I just haven't putted very good and I 
haven't scored it. You've got to go, as we all know, you've got to go through these stretches 
where, you know, you've just got to fight and all of a sudden something might happen. I 
switched putters, I went to an old Scotty Cameron from 1995 and -- 
 
Q.  I was going to ask you about that. I saw that on your Twitter.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah, yeah. So I just had to look at something different. I did that, I can't 
remember what year, but I finished in the top-10, maybe eighth at TPC with that putter. So 
I've had success with it and -- 
 
Q.  How long's that been in storage? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Since probably '95. 
 
Q.  Really? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Probably. 
 
Q.  What made you look at that one? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I don't know. I got a ton of them and that one just kind of came out and 
put it down and it -- 
 
Q.  Spoke to you? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  -- kind of felt pretty good, so I kind of went with it. Last year coming off 
my -- I had a great year in '19, had a lot of top finishes. I was always in the mix and I didn't 
win, which was disappointing. I came back last year and I was awful. I didn't have the mojo, I 
didn't have -- no crowds, I just didn't -- I didn't play very good. I shot seemed like 72-71-73 
every day and finishing 40th or 50th.  
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I started off this year focused, I worked out, I worked with a dietician, checking out food 
intake and all that, and trainer coming to my house versus I haven't been to the club since 
COVID, so not doing that. I think I came back last year not in very good shape, not mentally 
ready to go and it showed. So I wanted to come out this year, and it took a little while. I didn't 
play particularly well in Tucson. Naples, I hit the ball well, I just didn't score it, and the same 
with Houston. All of a sudden it turned around last week. 
 
Q.  How does it feel to be back in the mix then? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  This feels fantastic. This is what it's all about. It's what gets us, our 
juices flowing, especially at our age. 
 
Q.  Yeah, yeah. I wish I was your age, put it that way. I think '17 you were chasing 
Ames as well? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I was, I was. 
 
Q.  You might be in that position again here.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  We'll wait and see. Tomorrow's a big day. Tomorrow, if I can get up 
there and we'll see what happens. Yeah, I've come close a couple times, I've had some 
good tournaments here and -- 
 
Q.  How many times have you played here, do you suppose? How many rounds have 
you played here? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I can't really count. I played every year when they had it here, the old 
BellSouth. I played every year since I'm 50. I occasionally come up and play. Stewart had a 
little game in the pandemic, $100 buy-in. I learned new things like Venmo. I thought cash 
was king; now cash is not king. He goes, just Venmo me. I'm going, no, I don't want to 
Venmo, because then the kids start wanting to.  I played a couple times with him in that. I 
played here enough to know the course. I didn't quite particularly like it at first, but I've kind 
of grown to like it now. I like the changes they made. I think what they've done is spectacular 
here. I don't think there's a course that we play on our tour that the condition is better than 
this. 
 
Q.  And do you have any hosting duties this week with -- 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I hosted 13 at a Braves game on Tuesday, so I think Mike Plant and 
Schiller and Terry don't want me back because they got swept. I usually -- 
 
Q.  Not going to blame you for that. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I usually have a huge dinner that I host and I did it my first four or five 
years and then it just got too big. I was like, you know what, I'm exhausted. So I got my 
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caddie staying with me and we're pretty chill.  
 
Q.  You're still in Brookhaven? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And what's -- how much time do you spend here as opposed to up north? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Most of the time here. My wife's a minister in -- 
 
Q.  I don't know how you split it. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  My wife's a minister here in Duluth at Pleasant Hill Presbyterian and 
she's got some time off this summer, so we'll go up July, August. 
 
Q.  Have a congregation out here following you today? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I don't know. I saw a few familiar faces that I really didn't know, so I 
think so. 
 
Q.  And lastly, just about having people back on the course, how much did you miss it 
last year? 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  It's tremendous. We all missed it. It's just so weird to play. You know, I'd 
love to talk to some NBA guys and some baseball -- like going to that baseball game the 
other night, I just can't imagine playing a game where you don't hear anything. Those guys 
must have been going nuts because they probably haven't since high school, college maybe 
if they played a college that nobody cares about, that nobody's there. 
 
Q.  Minor leagues. 
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah, maybe a few of that, but even in the minors you have a couple 
thousand. But this was -- this is so great to have them back. We're entertainers, we like to 
see people there.  
 
The hardest thing is some of these tournaments where they would have grandstands behind 
the green and then you go there and there's no grandstands and there's out of bounds. It's 
like it changes the whole hole, like not normal. Back in the old days Doral, you know, you go 
to Doral, the last hole they've got the grandstands around it. Well, shit, you could just, you 
know, if you got in between or you got a flyer lie, just sail it into the grandstands and you're 
going to get a drop next to the green. Well, you can't do that if there's no grandstands, you're 
going to hit it in the hotel. It's great to have the fans back, for sure. 
 


