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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
May 14, 2021 
 
STEPHEN AMES  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Stephen, first off, what was going well for you today? 
 
STEPHEN AMES:  I think a combination of everything. Hitting the ball really nicely and been 
working on my putting, a couple thing on my putting that came through today, which is nice. 
 
Q.  The obvious question is, what is it about this place that does this to you? 
 
STEPHEN AMES:  Must be the weather. I'm only kidding. 
 
I don't know what it is, actually. I think maybe it's the time of the year. This is, you know, 
we've kind of kick started off really slow and this, what, three in a row here for me. It's kind of 
given me a little bit of momentum going into the start. Overall, I think we've all -- I think we've 
all enjoyed the weather when we come here in April. Not in April. Obviously this time of the 
year, because we've been here earlier in the year when it was PGA TOUR and that was cold 
and wet, miserable. This time of the year it's hit and miss a little bit, but right now, as we can 
see, the weather's fantastic and I think we're all enjoying that. 
 
Q.  You had such a fantastic round at the end in '17.  
 
STEPHEN AMES:  Yep. 
 
Q.  I don't know how this might compare to what you did to close out that one? 
 
STEPHEN AMES:  Can't remember '17, I just remember today right now. Yeah, today -- it's 
a different golf course altogether obviously because of what they've done with the fairways. 
The Zoysia fairways now, the ball's not running as far. A lot of the holes -- some of the holes 
are playing a little longer than they have been, but the condition of the golf course this year 
is phenomenal. It's in really good condition and it's showing, which is nice. 
 
Q.  There were a lot of people that were disappointed there wasn't a tournament last 
year. I imagine -- I don't know if it was any more for you because knowing how well 
you play here.  
 
STEPHEN AMES:  No, I think they made the right call --  
 
Q.  Oh, yeah.  
 
STEPHEN AMES:  -- when you consider the conditions and what we had. No, it's 
unfortunate, but at the same time I'm happy that we are back playing, which is nice. 
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Q.  And having fans back out, what is that like? 
 
STEPHEN AMES:  For sure, it is nice, yes. It's nice to hear some screaming and stuff, too. 
Like I said, it's nice to have some fans back out and enjoying some of the golf that we're 
playing. 
 
Q.  Your round today, what shot most excited the fans and most excited you, do you 
think? What was your highlight? 
 
STEPHEN AMES:  I don't think I had one highlight, I think I was very steady Eddie. I hit a lot 
of fairways, hit a lot of greens to give myself a lot of opportunities. I started with a bogey, 
which is kind of unfortunate, you know, after a good drive. I just hit the wrong second shot 
and it came up short. Other than that, I hit the ball extremely well, gave myself a lot of 
opportunities and that's what you have to do around a golf course like this. 
 
Q.  And lastly, just with your -- I guess your comfort level at this place, how 
much -- how much will that play -- go into play on the weekend? 
 
STEPHEN AMES:  Yeah, there's a lot of comfort level obviously because I won here in 
2017. Am I right? 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
STEPHEN AMES:  I forgot, 2017, and I have a nice comfort level. It's a beautiful walk 
among the trees and everything here in Atlanta, it's fantastic. 
 


