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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 13, 2021 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ 
 
 
Q.  We're here with John Smoltz. We'll start, how's your game right now? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Well, if you had asked me two weeks ago, I'd say I need to withdraw, but I 
got my first lesson a week ago, first one ever. It was that off the rails, and it's really helped 
and the last week I started playing really good. But my schedule is what it is. I have a blast 
doing what I'm doing, but it's kind of hard to do both. This is -- this next three weeks are 
going to be no excuses if I don't get it done. My game's coming into shape. 
 
Q.  Was it Maddox who gave you a lesson, or who was it? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  No, no. You know, actually, it's a nephew of Dan Reeves, Jake Reeves, 
the old football coach. He's up in Knoxville and I decided to take the journey and find 
something out that were -- that were bugging me. 
 
Q.  With what part of the game? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Every part. My swing, more or less. A month and a half ago I was down 
and out because I got COVID and as I came back, I was like I think COVID took my game 
and I was trying to get it back.  
 
No, we worked on a couple simple things. Back to my playing days, if I could feel a certain 
thing that somebody showed me pitching, I got it like that, and same thing with golf. If 
someone shows me something and I get it, I understand the concept and I can feel better 
about not only competing, but competing under, you know, these circumstances. 
 
Q.  Was it -- well, how sick did you get? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  I'm good, yeah, now. It was a month and a half ago. I got pretty drained. 
That was about the biggest thing I got, 10 days of just no energy at all. I didn't get any 
respiratory or any of those issues, but I certainly lost my taste and my smell, so I ate a lot of 
oatmeal because what's the difference, couldn't taste anything.  
 
Then I spent 24 straight days at the network, flew home last week and I'm in a stretch of 
some interesting -- interesting journey. After Round 2, I'm going to do a game for Fox at a 
studio nearby, which is something I never thought we would be doing, but we are. All these 
things leading in, I've been tying to kind of check the box of preparing for a game, preparing 
for golf and balancing the two because obviously preparing for a game and my job is No. 1. 
Golf is something -- this is a unique opportunity that I just never in my lifetime thought I 
would get. 
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Q.  Obviously you're really busy going back and forth between prepping for those 
games and being here, but are you having fun? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  I am. I will. It's been a -- it's been an interesting -- in the car like past 
weekend, daughter graduated in Brunswick, so we were up and back, trying to navigate the 
schedule. Now trying to figure out if I can get gas, you know. Golly. 
 
But it's one of those things where I don't have any competition anymore and when I get a 
chance to compete, it's almost as if like I was playing again and that's -- I miss that. I call 
games and it's kind of -- you're in the competition battle when you're calling games trying to 
figure out what guys are doing, but this is -- it won't always be like this. I got -- after this year, 
a lot will change for me, I'm sure, moving forward. I don't know what it will be, but after this 
tournament, Monday hopefully qualify in the Senior Open, I've got a qualifier for Monday.  
 
So a lot of the calendar is determined by certain things that are opportunities I would 
never -- and I've got to say that Fox and MLB Network have been unbelievable working with 
me because I'm sure it's -- you know, I don't have a full schedule, but I have some wiggle 
room that I can work with the schedule to allow me to do certain things like this. I just -- you 
know, they don't last for ever. I'm going to be 54 on Saturday and I don't know how many 
more years I'll be able to do this, so I'm trying to take advantage of it. 
 
Q.  Being in Atlanta so long, how familiar are you with this course and how much did 
you play it? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Yeah, I played it a few times. Course is in unbelievable shape. Of course 
yesterday got canceled for me because of the rain. Today will be kind of a bullpen session. 
I'm trying to figure out in competition how to approach like a pro-am, and I'm learning.  
 
Like I said, the guys out here on this tour have been so incredible to me when I'm afforded 
these opportunities, the exemption that I've been given. This tournament suits -- this course 
suits my eye, but it definitely is all about those greens. They are so fast and that's what it's 
going to come down to. Two years ago I played in probably the worst conditions ever that 
I've ever played in competition, meaning from the timing of that massive storm that came 
through and 39 degrees and I rallied the last two days to shoot a good score. But this golf 
course, I'm always amazed at obviously how good these guys are because someone's 
gonna shoot 7 or 8 under every day, someone's gonna. I don't know if I have that in my 
game, but we'll see. 
 
Q.  Speaking of the guys on tour, anybody that kind of you've gravitated towards or 
has kind of taken you under their wing or excited to be with this person or that 
person? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Yeah, the fact that I've known guys like Lee Janzen, Billy Andrade, Scott 
Parel, I've known some of these guys. And I mean they've all been -- those are the guys I 
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went to and asked three years ago when afforded the opportunity, is this the right thing to 
do, are guys going to be receptive to it. Every one of the eight or nine I talked to said 
absolutely 100 percent, do it.  
 
And obviously qualifying for the Senior Open helped move the process along, but I've just 
been -- you know, in Arizona I'm hitting between guys that I'm still watching that are playing 
on the big tour, too. It's really cool to just -- I'm out of my element and I'm learning a lot about 
myself every time I play in one of these things and I think I'm at a point now where I know I 
can compete. There's no doubt, I wouldn't be out here if I didn't think I couldn't compete. It's 
a matter of being dropped in this time, do I have enough of the golf game for this tournament 
because I don't -- this is the first time I've had a week leading up to a tournament to actually 
kind of prepare for it. So that's pretty cool. We'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  Do you get asked for autographs by these guys? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Yeah, yeah. I've had -- you know what's pretty cool is Brandt Jobe's son is 
supposedly like a first-round pick pitcher, so last tournament he was asking me questions 
about, you know, his son and where everything is at. I think he's a left-hander and 
supposedly a stud.  But yeah. I'm different when it comes the other way. I just --  
 
Q.  I was going to ask.  
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  I feel like I'm just a little kid. Like I'll never forget being with the Atlanta 
Braves and having an opportunity at that time, which was in 1993, I think, meeting my 
favorite team, the Detroit Pistons, walking in the locker room and they all knew my name, but 
they didn't realize I knew everything about them.  
 
So just the same thing here, like I know every one of these guys, I watch them, and they 
obviously have known my career. It's pretty cool. And I understand my purpose of being 
here. My purpose of being here is to bring certain attention to the tour. These guys do it for a 
living, I'm just kind of showing up when I'm afforded the opportunity and I'm not trying to 
pretend to be anything else. But I would -- I do want to have a great showing, there's no 
doubt about that. I'm disappointed if I don't. 
 
Q.  What's your golf schedule the rest of the year? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  So I have this week, then I have Monday qualifier, a two-day event in 
Biloxi with the Champions Tour. I fly to St. Louis and call a game Saturday, then I'm off a 
week and then I go to Iowa. Then there's possibly another one after that, I just have to wait 
and see. So that will be it. Well, for this end, unless I qualify for The Open. And then Tahoe 
in July and then the All-Star Game and then finish up baseball. There's no helicopters taking 
me to and fro, but it feels that way when I take one hat off and putting on the other. Saturday 
I'll have two thoughts in my mind, hopefully just golf in the afternoon and then go to the 
studio and do my prep work for Padres-Cardinals. 
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Q.  I've got to ask you about Soroka. Obviously another setback for him. What do you 
think this means -- it's exploratory, so they don't know, but what do you think this 
means for Mike and then the starting rotation for the Braves? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Yeah, it's so unfortunate. Those kind of injuries are nonpitching related, so 
it's a fluke what happened to him. You always worry about the pitching injuries where the 
upper body -- the lower body's the most important thing as a pitcher, so it goes hand in 
hand, but if your arm's healthy, which it is, and he can get that righted and have confidence 
in his base, because the base is so important.  
 
I was lucky. I mean, I had a lot of hip and groin issues that eventually goes to shoulder, and 
that's the only thing you worry about as a pitcher is if you're comfortable knowing this isn't 
going to cause anything up here, he's going to be fine. 
 
The one thing I can say about him is he knows how to pitch. He don't rely or have to rely on 
high velocity. That would make me nervous if a guy had that kind of injury and relied on 
velocity like so many guys do.  
 
But as far as the rotation, I think that, you know, when things get in sync and they're not in 
flux, where they're plug and place, they'll be at a better place. No one's running away with 
the division, so that's a good thing.  
 
But I sure would like to be able -- I'm a huge fan of Kyle Wright. I think Kyle Wright has the 
best stuff on the staff and I think if he can get some confidence and get clicking, you're never 
going to -- you won't believe what he can do. I know that's hard because I was in that 
position, everyone expected a lot of things and you have to figure it out, but what Ynoa's 
doing, and Charlie's going to be fine and Max is fine.  
 
Their starting rotation doesn't worry me at all, it's whether or not they can get the clicking in 
their bullpen because you never want to have to search in the bullpen for the guy, and if you 
get the guy and everything else funnels behind it, it works. So that will be the -- that will be 
the timing. They want to get that -- I'm sure they want to get that in motion before the All-Star 
Game. 
 
Q.  And my last question baseball related, why do you like Kyle so much? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  I just think when I watch baseball, I fall in love with certain arms that can 
do things that you just can't teach.  
 
Now, the difference is when you can connect the body with the computer, the brain, then 
you've got a dynamic. I mean he's drafted No. 1, there's a reason. He has five, four 
unbelievable pitches, but in this day and age when you're not given a consistency of 
opportunities, you start wondering what your identity is. 
 
What my biggest fear, and I make no bones, I say it every broadcast and I'll say it until I'm 
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blue in the face, we're making a big mistake in the industry thinking guys can bounce back 
and forth. I'm not just talking about him. I've watched everywhere where guys go in the 
bullpen because they're not ready. Then when they're ready, they go in the rotation, then 
they're stunted because their third and fourth pitch has not been developed. There's a whole 
factory of arms that I know if I was on the team side, I can plug those guys in and fill a gap, 
but you lose -- you run the risk of losing greatness if you do it that way all the time. And then 
if the factory arms slow down, then you've really got -- the teams that are winning today are 
the teams that have developed pitching and they can sustain a window of success.  
 
You look at teams that are struggling today, they have no developed pitching in the 
minor -- they have no one coming up. They're having to find it.  
 
So when I say -- when I say I watch Kyle and I watch Max and I watch all these guys around 
the league, I said the same thing about the Brewers, Woodruff and Burns, and when Burns 
was struggling, people thought I was crazy when I said no, he's a stud, that's what they look 
like.  Now everyone's jumping on the bandwagon thinking that they were right the whole 
time.  
 
There are dynamics in pitching that I can see that I'm sure other clubs can see, but they 
want it faster. You would never have heard my name if I pitched in this generation, and 
people go -- you would never know my name because I would not be given the opportunity. 
If you go back to my career, I was so inconsistent the first four years. As a matter of fact, a 
2-11 in 1991, I'm done. Like I go to the bullpen for life and maybe I do something and maybe 
I don't.  
 
So that's my selfish anguish over all these great young arms that are teaching -- they're 
definitely getting to the big leagues because of the velocity, but then they don't have the 
luxury of learning how to pitch, so when their velocity falls, they're done. It's a selfish thing of 
mine that I get frustrated because I want to see these guys have the same kind of career 
that I was afforded, but it's different times.  
 
So I hope, I hope Kyle gets some opportunities and, when he does, he doesn't feel the 
pressure that it's his only opportunity or he's going to get like the track record of what's 
happened. I hope that answers that question of why I like Kyle so much and what I think he 
can do. And I know he's going to do it, it just may take a little longer. 
 
Q.  I think golf was the first to rebound and kind of come back. We've seen a lot of 
exhibition matches over the past year or two years. I haven't seen you out there yet. 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Are you interested? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Oh, I'm -- 
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Q.  And if so, who's your partner and who are you looking to compete against? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Oh, I'm interested. It doesn't matter who my partner is. I'm just a boring 
guy with no social media, so that might be -- that might be part of the reason. But I have all 
these grandiose ideas of what I'm going to do in the future, these tournaments I'm going to 
put together, and hopefully I have the energy to do them. I think there's some great things 
you can do in golf both on the charity end.  
 
But to what you're talking about to where people have no clue what it's like until they have 
cameras or it's live or -- because everyone sits and home and goes, "Yeah, he's a 4, right." 
You know what I'm saying? I love the fact that those things started and saved a lot of people 
during the worst time of our lives in COVID and not having sports. I think golf became a 
pioneer for that and there was some opportunities which I'm all in for whatever. 
 
You know, there's some things down the pipeline that I think have some intriguing 
opportunities if the right scenarios come into play. But yes. 
 
Q.  Any challenges? Do you want to throw some out there? 
 
JOHN SMOLTZ:  Well, I mean, nobody -- nobody understood this line that I said that I 
thought was super funny when people keep talking about, "John, you haven't won Tahoe, so 
how can you compete on the Champions Tour?" And I said, "Well, at least on the 
Champions Tour I'm competing with my own age group." 
 
That's funny, but the people asking the question didn't understand. I said, you know, guys 
are 30 years younger at Tahoe and hitting it 70 yards by me. 
 
But I'm not afraid of challenging anybody. I'll also tell you, playing against Tony Romo as 
we're broadcasters, there was a potential match that could have happened there as a 
broadcasting group to broadcasting group. I'm into that. I'd like to see Fox against CBS 
against NBC. I think that's pretty cool where you have announcing teams and they're 
actually broadcasting the golf. We were close to pulling that off. We almost pulled it off. But 
Tony's better, but I'm not afraid of anybody. 
 
 


