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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 13, 2021 
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
CONNOR STANGE:  We'll get started with Ernie Els. I just want to start, tomorrow's the 
BLUE-OUT for Els for Autism. Can you talk about that a little bit? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's great that Mitsubishi Electric is really supporting us in that fashion. 
You know, we got to meet them, I guess last year was my first time at Hualalai and I played 
with some of the executives and they knew about autism already, like what we do. Then, you 
know, this initiative came along and bang, here we are.  
 
So it's a wonderful gesture from them, and obviously I'm still very new out here on the 
Champions Tour, so we'll work on that initiative and get them really involved even more. It 
sounds like they already do quite a bit for autism and we would love to show them what we 
do, what our program's all about and see where it goes. It's a really great start. 
 
Q.  Well, I guess, first of all, is it nice that you've been able to be called a rookie now 
for almost two years? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  I guess at a certain age it's good to be known as a rookie, right? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I'm all for that. You know, I was looking forward to playing out here for 
some time. Into your late 40s, it's tough to really get up for some events on the regular tour 
and that was the case with me. I had some little niggles in my body, not major stuff, but I had 
hip stuff, lower back stuff. It's tough to compete as a 48-, 49-year-old against kids that are a 
bit more healthy. 
 
Anyway, I was looking forward to getting out here. I'm out here now and I'm having a great 
time. I'm playing new golf courses. This is almost a new for me again, so I've got to do a little 
bit more work in practice and get a good game plan going, but I'm really enjoying myself out 
here with these guys. 
 
Q.  You obviously are all in with this tour. Did you have to talk yourself into that at all? 
Was it automatic in your mind you were going to play this kind of schedule? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I was going to play and see what it's like, and if I didn't like it I was going 
to maybe play on the other tour and around the world and so forth. 
 
But as I got to know the tour a little better, what it's all about, you know, the way the guys 
play, just the whole atmosphere out here, I really started liking it. Now I'm playing almost 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

every week.  
 
So, as I say, it's a new challenge for me. And it's nice playing three rounds, that's a big 
change also. 
 
Q.  There was a story I guess after you won in North Carolina about how O'Meara 
helped you with your putting. Would that be a common thing on the other tour or is 
this something unique out here? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, it happens, but as you grow older on the other tour, people don't know 
how to approach you. I mean, out here we grew up together, a lot of these guys were kind of 
my mentors in many ways. I've played a lot of practice rounds with these guys and on the 
other tour I think people are uncomfortable to maybe say something to you because they 
might not know you that well or whatever. Out here it's a bit more -- we still compete the hell 
out of each other, but, you know, we look out for each other, let's put it that way. It's a nice 
atmosphere. 
 
Q.  In general, how did you take turning 50 and did you have any midlife crisis?   
 
ERNIE ELS:  You've got to ask my wife, I think. I don't think major stuff, no. My hairstyle is 
still the same, I haven't colored my hair yet, I haven't put implants in yet. I don't know what a 
midlife crisis is. Maybe I've gone through it, I don't know.  I've still got -- family unit's the 
same, everything's pretty much the same. We're just growing a little on as we go, but I still 
feel great. And I'll be 52 this October, so whatever that means. I feel I'm in better shape now 
than maybe I was five, six, seven years ago. Yeah, feel really good. 
 
Q.  You credit being able to stay competitive out here with that? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I think it's just your goals change a little. You're a bit more competitive 
now. You're playing, finishing top-10 quite a bit and feel like I've got something to play for. 
Playing maybe in the right place where I should be. Yeah, with that comes, the work ethic 
comes back. It never really leaves you. I like to hit golf balls, I like to stay sharp. It just feels 
like you're heading in a direction where there's a certain goal, you know, something to play 
for. 
 
Q.  You haven't won this calendar year. Are you ready to change that? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, yeah, I've been a little slow. I had a better finish last week, I feel things 
are starting to trend. I like to play a schedule where we get busy. For a while there we 
played one week, four, five weeks off. I feel like the season's starting to kick in now, there's 
some really nice events coming up, so I'm looking forward to getting going now. Yeah, it's 
starting to heat up. 
 
Q.  Currently ranked second with two wins, 11 top-10s, and you just mentioned those. 
What's happening with Ernie Els in your -- the next chapter of your career that's kind 
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of putting you into a position to win the Charles Schwab Cup this year? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  There's a long way to go in the Charles Schwab, but you want to stay kind of 
with the pack. I had a good start to the season last year. Then with the pandemic, you know, 
again I started off a little slow, then after the pandemic I got my feet going again. It's kind of 
the same thing now again. I'm starting to feel like my momentum's coming and I want to 
keep that going now.  
 
I like the course. I played Tuesday evening, didn't play yesterday in the pro-am, so I want to 
get out there and post some scores coming up. It's a good time of the year to play. Summer 
is coming, I like that. The body keeps loose. There's a lot of good things going. I'm looking 
forward to a nice schedule, looking forward to the majors. Hopefully we can play the British 
Seniors. I will play the British, normal British Open, Seniors, Bridgestone's coming up, so 
those are four very big events. Then just keep the thing moving around that and see where 
we end. Then come the Playoffs, you just want to be in contention. There's a lot to play for. 
 
Q.  Enough about golf. What's next in the wine world for Ernie Els? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, I've got a very good parter down in South Africa. We've just redone the 
whole winery. There's a new restaurant at the winery. We've redone the whole building.  
 
Not too many new labels, the labels are still the same. Ernie Els Stellenbosch, Proprietor's 
Blend. We've got the cabernet, we've got the white wines, we've got the rose, so all these 
things are going. Doing a lot of exports through Europe. We will start getting more serious in 
the U.S. market again, but it's good. I mean, the Stellenbosch still gets 93, 94 in Wine 
Spectator, so it's a good solid wine, five varietal. It's a bordeaux, so got to have some food 
with it, otherwise it will knock you a little bit. But it's good stuff. It's just stuff that kind of 
hobbies that became little businesses and it's been a lot of fun. 
 


