
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
May 8, 2021 
 
ALEX CEJKA (-14) 
 
 
Q.  Okay, Alex.  Another very solid day.  And up until that last hole, it sure looked 
like you were going to have the solo lead heading into tomorrow.  But your overall 
thoughts on today's round? 
 
ALEX CEJKA:  Yeah, I think everybody in our group played well.  Steve made a lot of 
putts, especially down the stretch.  The eagle was incredible.  I mean, two great shots to 
the green and holed the putt.   
 
I three-putted the 17th hole and didn't get up and down on 18.  A little bit disappointing, 
but overall I played great.  I had a lot of chances.  I would like to play like this tomorrow, 
just give me a lot of chances, make a few putts and I'm super happy to be in that 
position going into the last day. 
 
Q.  You seem very relaxed out here, even though you're right in the thick of it.  
Seem very confident.  Where do you think that comes from? 
 
ALEX CEJKA:  I think like everybody else, experience.  Playing 20 years on the PGA 
Tour, you get tough out there.  But everybody's the same.  Playing for so many years 
and being under pressure for so many tournaments and trying to win tournaments, you 
get tougher, so when you finally come back into a position like this, it's -- you're not as 
nervous.  Of course, everybody's a little bit nervous, but I know I belong here, and I want 
to play here many, many years.  And so far I'm showing the signs that I can play here. 
 
Q.  We were reading a little bit about your story, your history, growing up in 
Czechoslovakia.  I mean, it's one of the most amazing stories we have read.  So 
just tell us a little bit for people who may not be familiar with it. 
 
ALEX CEJKA:  Everybody has some kind of a story.  I am very grateful for my dad, 
what he did to me.  He took a little boy -- I was nine years old.  He took a little boy by his 
hand and escaped communism.  It could have gone the other way.  We ended up in 
Germany.  He tried to give me a new, good, better life.  Obviously 40 years ago.  And it 
worked well.  I am very grateful what he did to me.  And that started a different life for 
me.  And look where I am right now.  So I'm very happy. 
 
Q.  Talk about crossing the river.  It's a pretty amazing story, your dad carrying 
you across the river. 
 
ALEX CEJKA:  Yes.  For me -- it sounds funny.  From me as a nine-year-old kid, it was 
like a camp.  I didn't know what the danger was.  I didn't know what the problems were.  
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My dad was aware obviously, we can get caught, we can get shot, or we can go back to 
prison, you know, if you're caught by the guards.  But he didn't tell me anything.  For me, 
it was like -- when he told me, lay down and hide for a little bit, it was a fun game for me.  
For him it was probably his heart was pounding like this.  But it all went well.  I think 
we're lucky. 
 
Q.  You're sort of glad he did that, right? 
 
ALEX CEJKA:  Yes.  I'm grateful.  He took a big gamble, and especially with a kid.  And 
he was young himself.  And nobody knew what the situation is when you get -- how 
rough the trip is, nobody have any ideas.  And that whole trip was like two weeks long, I 
think.  We had to go a different, weird route.  And my dad had it all planned out.  And 
luckily we didn't get caught and nobody shot at us.  And so, again, he planned it well, 
and he executed it well. 
 
Q.  I'm sure he's very proud of you knowing the success you have had since then. 
 
ALEX CEJKA:  Yeah, of course.  And my brother is a great hockey player, ice hockey 
player, too.  He plays in Germany.  So our whole kind of family is very athletic.  And of 
course he's very proud that I played, I don't know, 10 years in Europe and 20 out here, 
and now starting a Champions Tour career.  So I'm pretty sure he's very proud.   
 


