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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 5, 2021 
 
STEVE STRICKER 
 
 
Q.  You've seen how important this event is to this town, today's event. What do you 
think about that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I think it's really cool. Especially the whole country and obviously this 
area here dealing with the pandemic and all that's taken place in this last year, you can tell 
the people are ready to get out of their houses. It's Wednesday afternoon and there's 
backyard parties and all these football coaches that come. Played also with the 
commissioner of the SEC. It's just a great feeling when you come here and the support that 
the community gives this event. Also played with the CEO of Regions. Just a great guy, 
great company and they do a lot for this area. 
 
Q.  Last time you guys were here, you tore it up. You won by six shots. A ton of rain 
last night. Are you guys going to do the same thing again this week? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Well, everybody, or I should say someone usually goes low at any one 
of these tour events, so you've got to be prepared to come out and make some birdies. This 
course is in great shape. Surprisingly, it wasn't that wet out there. It drains great. The greens 
were in great shape. So you've got to kind of prepare yourself that someone's going to go 
low and you've got to be ready to do the same. 
 
Q.  Is it fair to say when you turn 50 it's easiest to win on this tour, and then the older 
you get the harder it is. Robert Karlsson's out here this year, there's a big video of 
him working out hard this morning. All these guys who are young are coming on this 
tour. Is it tougher every year now? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  It's tough any year. I guess you probably want to -- the getting is good 
earlier on in your 50s I would say. Just like to your point, you come out and you're probably 
in the best shape you're going to be in for the rest of your life at 50, but it takes work. 
Everybody keeps in shape, they work out, they eat well, they're here for a reason. They 
played great over their careers and they know how to get it in the hole. You just have do that 
a little bit better than the next guy, and it gets harder obviously the older you get. 
 
Q.  Last time I talked to you a couple years ago you were debating what tour you want 
to play. Now a couple years later have you kind of honed in on where you want to play 
when, where you have a chance? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I'm still debating. I'm the Ryder Cup captain this year and fortunate to 
be doing that, so I feel like I need to still be out on the regular tour to see those guys and just 
be around. There's some of those guys that are in contention and getting those spots that I 
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really haven't played that much with or even met, so I want to be out there for that reason. 
Had a couple good finishes out there this year on that tour. I'm trying to keep my card one 
more time. In your pro career you come out on tour and you try to keep your card. I'm 
fortunate that I'm 54 and I still have that opportunity to try to keep my card. I'm trying. 
 
Q.  I know a lot of them joke with you on social media saying Coach Stricker, Captain 
Stricker, I'm out here doing this and doing that. It's a joke to you, but it may not be a 
joke to them. How close of attention are you paying to very minute details? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I'm watching it all. I'm taking it all in, I really am. And I text a lot of guys 
after tournaments just to touch base with them. You know, this Will Zalatoris has been 
playing really well. There's one of those guys I haven't met before, so plan to play a practice 
round with him at the PGA in a couple of weeks just to get to know him and just to get a feel 
for him and what kind of guy and what kind of player he is. That's the reason why I'm out 
there. Yeah, I listen to it all. I've got guys texting me on the side; Jordan and Justin and all 
these guys just kind of in my ear all the time. So it's fun and it's something that we're all 
looking forward to in September.  
 


