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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW    
March 26, 2021 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Graeme, 3-under-par 69 today, how would you assess your round? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, listen, it was really important to get out here this morning 
and try and, you know, post a score, get back in the tournament a little bit. The conditions 
were -- I'm not sure I've played the golf course this tricky and this difficult. We know it can 
blow down here, but I think this wind direction's specifically tricky on this golf course, 
especially those three finishing holes. But very pleasing. The chip-in at 7 was huge to keep 
me kind of in check and give me a chance to stay on the leaderboard. 
 
Q.  And then you turned to the back nine, you mentioned those last three holes. 
Seventeen, that is just a -- you're on that tee, you're like oh, my God, I've got to hit a 
great shot. Walk us through that shot. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, it was 186 flag and I hit a 5-iron about 200. I thought the 
shot was playing around 200, low 200s, but anything spinning and getting into that wind is 
just no good. So I kind of hit like what I call an off-speed 4-iron where it's just a smoothie, 
80 percent swing and just try to keep the spin down and it came out real nice. 
 
Q.  Well, you won at Mayakoba in Mexico right over the Riviera and out here (wind 
interference.)  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I don't know what it is. I bought a place in the Bahamas about eight 
years ago and I play a little bit of my sort of vacation golf on Paspalum and I think I've just 
gotten comfortable with the short game in these type of conditions. The greens are just that 
little bit slower and the ball just reacts a little differently coming into these greens. I'm 
becoming a little bit of a Paspalum specialist. Unfortunately, there's only a few events on the 
PGA TOUR that they play these events.  
 
Just happy to be in for the weekend to have a chance to compete here this weekend. Going 
to be I think more of the same looking at the forecast and look forward to the challenge. 
 
Q.  Just (inaudible) really well the first two rounds. Just talk us through the chip-in on 
7 there for eagle.  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, it was big. The way the year's been going, momentum has 
not really been (inaudible) this year if you like. You know, I just bogeyed 5 and 6 and starting 
to kind of flap a little bit thinking here we go again type thing, missing another cut. I hit -- kind 
of got a little sun shear on the seventh tee and the drive didn't go really far, but I hit a really 
nice 3-wood into the correct position just short left of that green and chipping back into the 
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wind and I was able to play a nice shot and it went in. That was big. That kind of just swung 
my mindset a little bit from the cut line back into getting back onto the leaderboard again. 
That was just a really key turning point in the round. 
 
I gave myself quite a lot of looks on the back nine. The greens are tough to putt because of 
the wind. Greens are not rolling as fast as they can, but still I feel good on them, I feel like I 
can make some putts this weekend. 
 
Q.  I understand you're working with a new coach, Lucas Wald. How long has that 
been going on and what sort of good signs are you seeing from that? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, you know, we actually hit the pause button, Lucas and I, last 
week because I just felt like -- he's a fantastic coach and a fantastic guy, I just feel like I'm 
maybe a little overcoached the last seven or eight months. If I'm being honest about it, I 
haven't really done a good job on owning things myself and I felt like I just needed to take a 
step away from technique and start, like Pete Cowan always says to me, just controlling the 
ball flight. Especially on a week like this week in these wind speeds, the only thing you need 
to focus on is controlling flights and controlling spins.  
 
I think it's been so hard to find form on the Florida Swing. Those three golf courses are 
probably some of the most punishing of the year. Struggling with my technique and my form, 
I was never going to find anything. It takes sometimes a golf course like this where it's a bit 
more wide open off the tee and there are some chances out here. Like I say, the wind has 
helped me just focus on hitting shots rather than technique. Hopefully this can be the turning 
point of the season regardless of what happens this weekend, see if I can kick on, play 
some good golf and take some form away from this week. 
 
Q.  And just finally, you mentioned Pete Cowen. Do you still work with him? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I do, absolutely. 
 
Q.  Obviously he's been in the news with the news about Rory. You know him well 
obviously. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What do you think of that partnership and what do you see from that partnership 
coming out of it maybe? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  For sure, Rory and Pete, it reminds me a bit when Rory made the 
jump from Kenyon to Faxon a few years ago when he won at Bay Hill. It's kind of like, you 
know, kind of exactly what I'm saying, that transition from technique to just playing the game.  
 
Pete's a guy who -- it happened to me in 2010, I had been working with a guy called Clive 
Tucker for several years and getting a little bogged down by technique. Pete's a great guy at 
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just getting you out there looking at ball flight, looking at spin control and he gets you playing 
the game again.  
 
So Rory, we know how talented Rory is. I mean, it won't take much to kind of put a spark 
into those kind of -- into that golf swing and just become a little bit more into his target and a 
little bit more into the ball shaping. That's the kind of thing I think Pete would bring to the 
table. I wouldn't be surprised to see Rory come out of this mini slump or whatever you want 
to call it that he's in right now, with Augusta around the corner, we all know what that means 
to him. It would be great to see him do it. 
 


