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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
March 24, 2021 
 
DANNY WILLETT 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to get underway here and welcome Danny Willett, the 
2016 Masters champion, into the interview room here at the 2021 Corales Puntacana Resort 
& Club Championship.  
 
Danny, I guess we'll start out just by asking you how's your health, how you're feeling. 
Obviously you had the COVID situation with a positive test and had to withdraw from THE 
PLAYERS and we haven't seen you since then, so just give us an update on how you feel. 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  We're probably about 78 percent. We had it pretty rough for a while. I 
thought I was going to be all right, young, fit guy, but yeah, we were pretty rough. Yeah, me 
and my wife both had it, we were both in isolation. So on the back end now and feeling a hell 
of a lot better. But yeah, it wasn't pleasant there for a while not really knowing. Having been 
speaking to people who had it, people who had it in very different ways.  
 
But yeah, now lucky to be back. Been back in the gym the last five or six days, back hitting 
balls, feels okay. Now it's just a case of just kind of managing fatigue and making sure I don't 
overexert too much because this is the start of a pretty decent run coming up for me, but a 
very beautiful place to start. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just talking about the beauty of this place, it's your first trip here, your 
first start. Just what's your experience been like in the short time you've been here?  I know 
you played a little bit of the golf course. What's your first impression?   
 
DANNY WILLETT:  It's been amazing, yeah. We arrived early Tuesday to come and play 
some holes. Yeah, really welcoming, they've got music playing in the airport, really nice and 
everything that I would have expected more from an island resort. We're right on the beach, 
it's beautiful.  
 
The golf course, played yesterday, is good fun. If the wind blows it's obviously got its 
challenges there with some green complexes, but overall looks like it's going to be a really 
fun, enjoyable week and hopefully we're going to get some good golf. 
 
Q.  Danny, nice to see you. Just going back quickly to the COVID situation, was it a bit 
of a shock? I presume you had obviously been taking all precautions. Did it catch you 
a bit by surprise that you tested positive for it? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, it was really surprising. We had been at home all week. Westy 
had been at the house with us. We live 10 minutes from Bay Hill, so we had been really 
careful, felt great all week at Bay Hill, then yeah, drove up Tuesday morning to THE 
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PLAYERS to test. It was a surprise. I was in the middle of doing a warmup, getting ready to 
go to the golf course, getting ready to go pick up my credentials and go start the week and 
really looking forward to hoping to play well at THE PLAYERS.  
 
Yeah, it was a surprise, and then yeah, quickly after that, after we had it detected, we were 
pretty -- like I said, we were pretty bad for kind of five, seven days there. But yeah, it was a 
bit of a shock. But, you know, I mean, we've now come through. It wasn't great whilst we 
were there, but we're still here and we're now fit and healthier again. Now we're just looking 
forward now to playing a bit of golf. We're a little bit behind the eight-ball in how we started 
and how many events we played. It's actually quite nice now knowing that I'm pretty safe for 
the next three months, I can actually then go out there and really just try and concentrate on 
golf for the next few months and try and get a kickstart on the season. 
 
Q.  I understand you've got the old Masters winning team back together with Jonathan 
on the bag this week. How did that come about? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Sam unfortunately had to isolate with me in Jacksonville for his time 
before he could fly home and then when he got home, the test and trace, I think someone 
must have been on the flight that had it, so he's had to isolate for a further few days and he's 
out on the a 25th or 26th of March. So he's had some real bad luck with how that's played 
out.  
 
So fortunately for me Smartie was going to come. Rasmus was maybe going to play but he 
wasn't sure, depends on how his schedule was going to be. But Smartie was available and 
yeah, it was one of those, it was either don't play or try and get someone who we know is 
good at what we do and we know on the bag. Like I said, I was pretty fortunate that Smartie 
was free this week. Yeah, so we can rekindle some fire. 
 
Q.  Is that going to feel a bit strange obviously having gone from Jonathan to Sam 
and now is it going to be a bit weird having him back? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  No. We flew down here on Tuesday. We've played with him quite a bit 
actually with him playing with Rasmus and he caddied for Wally for a little bit last year as 
well. But no, like I said, it's quite nice not really having to change much. Everything's pretty 
similar to how we've always done things, how I've always done things with Sam and Jon, so 
yeah, fingers crossed we can have a nice week. 
 
Q.  Just on your form this season, not great, not terrible either, just made four or five 
cuts but nothing quite clicked into top gear yet?  
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, no, we've played a lot of nice golf, and that's all you can really 
call it. Like I say, we had a run of, yeah, a lot of made cuts. I think I've only missed one in the 
last seven or so, which was RSM I think back last year and didn't play too bad there really.  
 
Yeah, just nothing's quite gone our way, nothing's happened, nothing sparked, but lots of 
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steady stuff in there. So just hoping that things can kind of all pull together at the same time.  
 
And again, because I think of how it's been broken down, I've not played much, that's why 
I'm quite looking forward to this next run. I'm currently down to play the next six in a row, but 
what we're going to do is just take it easy, manage fatigue and see how we're feeling on a 
weekly basis.  
 
But it really is now about playing golf. I've hit plenty of balls over the winter, I've hit plenty of 
balls in January when I decided not to play as much. Now it really is actually about coming 
out, trying to play whether you're hitting it good, bad indifferent, whatever. Just trying to get 
the ball in the hole in as few shots as possible and really try and get keyed in and focused 
on actually playing golf and shoot some good scores again.  
 
Q.  Obviously the small matter of the Masters to look footer to in a fortnight's time. 
Firstly, how weird was it playing in November with virtually no fans, and how much 
are you looking forward therefore to a limited number of patrons on site? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, last year was -- I didn't speak to anybody and we're very 
fortunate were able to play and we are still able to play with limited numbers or with no fans. 
We're a very fortunate group of individuals within our sport. But it was strange, especially 
around that place. It was eerily quiet on a few situations, and I think that people will then 
relish the fact of having 20, 25 percent of patrons back. You don't need loads of people 
around there to start shouting and cheering around the golf course, so I think there will be a 
real good buzz about the place. I think the patrons who are there will feel excited about 
again being part of the Masters and being around and watching. Yeah, and I think you'll see 
a lot of guys walking around there with some big smiles on their faces. 
 
Q.  Have you played at all since November? You haven't been back? I know Westy 
went and played the other week.  
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Westy's been back, he said it was playing a little bit firmer than 
obviously November. I think the guys again will see a very different golf course from what we 
saw in November. So winning score of DJ at silly under par in November probably won't be 
maybe quite that low, but we'll just have to wait and see. But yeah, I've heard that it's in 
beautiful condition, so I think it's going to be a very special week this year.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thanks, Danny. We appreciate your time.  
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Thank you. 
 


