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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
March 23, 2021 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to to welcome Hudson Swafford to the interview room 
here at the 2021 Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship. Defending champion, 
Hudson. Must be strange to come back here just five months after winning. Just talk about 
that a little bit and how different it is in preparation.  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Yeah, no, it definitely is. I was telling my caddie it feels kind of like 
yesterday we were here, you know, making a putt on 18. But then on the flip side it was also 
in September, so it's not -- it wasn't like it was just yesterday. So fresh memories, but 
defending champion at five months, you don't get that a lot. I'm proud and honored to be 
here as the defending champion and looking forward to the week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just going back to that tournament, that was our first international event 
after the pandemic and we also had the first pro-am on Wednesday of this tournament. What 
were your thoughts at the time, and did you sort of have any concerns or were they kind of 
erased once they got here?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I was very skeptical like on paper just coming to -- leaving America 
while everything was kind of going on. In September still, everything was pretty active and 
everything was kind of red flagged, obviously the height of COVID. But a full-field event, it's 
the first time we were leaving. It was going to be warm down here, it was kind of a planned 
vacation, my wife came with me. We just kind of embraced it, open minded about it and just 
kind of saw it as a vacation opportunity to kind of get out of the bubble, per se, maybe get 
back to a little bit of normalcy of traveling and just embracing daily life and taking it as a 
vacation. Wound up playing some good golf that week, so we enjoyed it.  
 
It was unbelievable how the Dominican and Grupo Puntacana ran the event and actually 
had spectators. Yeah, like you said, they had a small pro-am field. But it was -- I never felt 
unsafe, I never felt, you know, hindered by the COVID deal. It was truly incredible what they 
pulled off and accomplished as the first international event and Really kind of broke away 
from the PGA bubble of having -- you know, being stateside. I thought they did a 
phenomenal job and just looking forward to being back here. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You mentioned all the things that you look forward to coming back to in 
the Dominican, the people and everything. What about the course? Obviously you had some 
success, you went (inaudible) without a three-putt, shot four rounds in the 60s. What do you 
like about this place so much?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It's actually pretty challenge. You've got to hit your mid irons well 
around here, you've got to control your golf ball, it gets windy, greens are fast. I actually 
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played nine today and they were just fast as they were in September. So it's a great test of 
golf. A lot of crosswinds, you've got to control your golf ball, like you said, and you can -- it 
kind of plays a little bit into a longer hitter's hand I feel like, so that helps me. Just the 
warmth, I like playing in the warm temperature. Being from the Southeast, it kind of feels at 
home. I enjoy this. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Have you noticed any difference in the golf course, either condition or 
set-up, from September when we played to now when you played today?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I thought maybe in September it was a little -- I know it's hurricane 
season, but it seemed like it was maybe a little burned out, a little firmer and faster. After the 
rainy season had come through this time, it's a little greener, maybe a little softer in the 
fairways, but the greens are equally as firm, equally as fast.  
 
There's a few different shots I feel like you can play you can be a little bit more aggressive 
into the greens because they'll maybe not run off as far or you can play some different shots 
around the greens. It's still going to be a great test of golf. Maybe play a little longer this 
week, but maybe a touch softer. Really looking forward to seeing what the week has in 
store. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just before we let you go, I want to ask you about your game. Coming 
into this week, coming off five missed cuts in a row. I don't really want to focus on that, but 
you are leading the FedExCup, leading from the players in the field. You're 35th in the 
FedExCup. You haven't been to the FedExCup Playoffs the last three years. How 
determined are you to get back and how important is it for you to get back to that playoff?  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I am, I'm very determined.  Obviously I started off well in the fall. 
I've struggled as of lately, I'm not going to deny that. I've been changing a few little things in 
my swing, the way my body's been working. I kind of wanted to get some speed in the 
offseason, kind of reiterate on what Rory said, and it kind of hindered my short iron play. I'm 
trying to just get back to basics. I just hadn't been comfortable putting pencil to paper. 
Seeing a lot of good stuff in practice rounds, been playing well at home, but did some good 
stuff this past weekend and starting to get a little bit more comfortable and ready to go. I'm 
looking forward to my defense.  
 
Q.  Hudson, thank you and congratulations. This is an honor to talk to the King of 
Corales, at least temporarily through Sunday. I'm up here in Boston, I'm with Pro Golf 
Weekly. I wanted to ask you about you just said the views will take you away from 
your golf because that course is so scenic and photogenic. So particularly they've 
labeled 16, 17 and 18 as Devils Elbow, but what holes do you really, you know, sort of 
like, wow, when you're out on the course, what holes are you talking about? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It kind of hits you about the second shot on No. 7 when you're 
staring back at the par 5 and you're just looking at the ocean. Really the first tee shot right 
there across from No. 9, so you get a nice glimpse of the ocean, then you kind of go back 
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into the property. When you hit that second shot on No. 7 and you're just standing right there 
on the ocean, the Atlantic, staring at it. And obviously 8's along there, along the Atlantic. And 
9, a great, unbelievable par 3 I think. It's -- it will definitely take your mind away from golf. It 
will make you kind of relax and just enjoy being there and being a part of it, of the 
championship. 
 
Then obviously when you go back to 10, you kind of start going back into the property and 
you don't come back to the ocean till 16. So you do, you get a relief from golf, I guess, for a 
couple holes, not mentally but just physically. You kind of take a deep breath and kind of 
look at what's in front of you. 
 
Q.  Have you ever played a course as photogenic or scenic in your career, do you 
remember? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I've played a few. We've been fortunate enough on the PGA TOUR 
to go to some pretty scenic places. But to be in 85-degree weather on an island in the 
Caribbean, there's no complaints here. 
 
Q.  And then I just wanted to ask you, I think as a result of your win in September, I 
think that got you into the Masters; is that correct? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  It did, yes, sir. 
 
Q.  Have you played the Masters before? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I did, yeah, 17. 
 
Q.  How did you do? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  I missed the cut by a couple. 
 
Q.  So is this something you're looking forward to in three weeks? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Absolutely. I mean, I grew up in Tallahassee, Florida, I went to the 
University of Georgia and the Masters is kind of my Super Bowl of the majors. It's an 
unbelievable golf course, unbelievable championship, so I'm really looking forward to getting 
back to the Masters. 
 
Q.  Thank you, good luck this week --  
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  -- as king until Sunday.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thank you, Hudson. We appreciate your time. Good luck this week.  


