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PRE-TOURNAMENT PRESS CONFERENCE    
March 23, 2021 
 
HAYDÉE KURET RAINIERI 
ROBERTO HENRÍQUEZ 
JOHN NORRIS 
MANUEL SAJOUR 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN 
HUDSON SWAFFORD 
  
 
MODERATOR:  Good afternoon to all. On behalf of Grupo Puntacana and its brand, 
Puntacana Resort & Club, we warmly welcome you to our traditional press conference 
opening the fourth edition of the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship PGA 
TOUR event. 
 
Thanks to all of our friends from the local and international press that are connected online 
with us by livestreaming as well as the representatives and players of the PGA organization, 
Ministry of Tourism of the Dominican Republic and Grupo Puntacana executives. Today we 
will be sharing all the information and details about our fourth edition of the maximum golf 
experience in the Caribbean, the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship PGA 
TOUR event 2021 to be held here, here at Corales from the 25th through the 28th of March 
here at Corales Golf Course. 
 
 We also want to acknowledge the presence of our board. In the center, Mrs. Haydée Kuret 
Rainieri, senior vice president of hospitality at Grupo Puntacana. 
 
To her right, Mr. Roberto Henríquez, vice minister of quality of tourism services of the 
Ministry of Tourism of the Dominican Republic.   
 
To her left, Mr. John Norris, senior vice president of tournament business affairs of the PGA 
TOUR, followed by Mr. Manuel Sajour, Grupo Puntacana executive marketing director and 
tournament director.  
 
We will also want to acknowledge the presence from the interview room of Mr. Hudson 
Swafford, professional PGA TOUR player and winner of the third edition of the PGA TOUR 
Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship 2020, and also Mr. Charley Hoffman, 
professional PGA TOUR player and player director on the Players Advisory Council. Thanks 
for being here with us today. 
 
To formally begin with this press conference, I would like to invite Mrs. Haydée Kuret 
Rainieri, senior vice president of hospitality at Grupo Puntacana, for some welcoming words. 
 
HAYDÉE KURET RAINIERI:  Good afternoon, everyone. Once again we are here to 
celebrate for a fourth consecutive year in our Golf Course Corales, the PGA TOUR 
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Dominican Republic. So for us, the Grupo Puntacana and the Puntacana Resort & Club, it is 
an honor to once again host and organize this magnificent sporting event. We sincerely 
thank all those who are here with us this afternoon and especially those seated at the head 
table. 
 
Mr. Roberto Henríquez, vice minister of service and quality of the Ministry of Tourism of the 
Dominican Republic, through him we would like to thank the Ministry of Tourism and the 
Dominican government because for the first time since the start of the PGA TOUR 
Dominican Republic four years ago, they have given us their support for this important event 
both for the sports and tourism sectors.  
 
Mr. John Norris, senior vice president of business for the PGA TOUR tournament, we deeply 
appreciate the trust you have confided in us from the very beginning.  
 
Mr. Manual Sajour, executive director of marketing of the Grupo Puntacana and tournament 
director, without his dedication and support we would not be here today. 
 
At the same time we would like -- we would wish to highlight the presence of two excellent 
PGA circuit players who are here with us today, Hudson Swafford, winner of the third edition 
of the Corales Championship PGA TOUR 2020, and Charley Hoffman, director of players 
and the advisory council of players. 
 
These last four years in which we have hosted the first-ever PGA TOUR Dominican 
Republic event have been a tremendous experience for us. We have paved an enriching 
path, living memorable moments and most especially, having been able to celebrate the 
event last year in the middle of a completely unusual situation for the entire world. Through 
virtual media we were able to reach millions of homes and viewers, bringing hope and 
entertainment to all. Our sincere thanks to the entire staff at the PGA organization, headed 
by John Norris, for their trust and support. 
 
To the Puntacana family, including the hundreds of volunteers that have joined us each year 
in the logistic and development of this international event, without their collaboration this 
event would not be a reality today. 
 
And of course to our sponsors, who through the years have been our support and mainstay. 
 
To host this kind of event in our Corales Golf Course, in our Corales Golf Course in the 
Puntacana Resort & Club, which reaches one billion TV viewers in 200 countries and more 
than 5.5 millions of views through social media platforms, positions and promotes our 
country, the Dominican Republic, as the No. 1 golf destination in the Caribbean. 
 
We are proud and honored that through this sporting event the beauty and wonders of our 
country are reproduced worldwide and able to reach millions of individuals through such 
outlets as the Golf Channel and, last year, NBC. 
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This is the first event of the PGA TOUR that is carried out in one season. This has not 
happened in many years. We held the event in September of 2020, a very successful event 
and following the strictest protocols regarding bio-security. The Tour, which should have 
taken place last year in March 2020, was finally held in September 2020 following the 
strictest guidelines instructed by the PGA regarding bio-security. 
 
Today, through the incredible work carried out by the PGA and us, we are happy to receive 
at the Puntacana Resort & Club in this fourth edition the winners of the Korn Ferry Tour and 
of the PGA TOUR in Puntacana. We now call them the Kings of Corales. The Kings of 
Corales are:  Hudson Swafford, winner of the Corales Championship PGA TOUR 2020; 
Graeme McDowell, winner of the 2019 Tour; Brice Garnett, winner of the 2018 Tour; Nate 
Lashley, winner of the Korn Ferry Tour and the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club 
Championship in 2017; and Dominic Bozzelli, winner of the Korn Ferry Tour as well and the 
Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship in 2016. 
 
Thanks to the funds obtained through the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship, 
our foundation, the Puntacana Group Foundation continues to develop such programs as 
the Grupo Puntacana within the community are improving the health and wellbeing of the 
most vulnerable communities of La Altagracia province. We are also very pleased to receive 
through our Puntacana International Airport 132 of the best golfers of the world along with 
their families in this fourth edition of the Puntacana PGA TOUR, which promises to be 
memorable. 
 
As was done in the last tournament, we are committed to celebrate a tournament that meets 
all the bio-security protocols in our facilities, always providing a safe and family-friendly 
environment. We hope you enjoy our extraordinary week of golf and good luck to all and 
may the best man win. 
 
MODERATOR:  (Technical difficulty) of the Ministry of Tourism of the Dominican Republic 
on whom we now call.  
 
Thank you, Mrs. Rainieri, for your welcoming words and we're truly honored for the presence 
of Mr. Roberto Henríquez, vice minister of quality of tourism services for the Ministry of 
Tourism of the Dominican Republic. 
 
ROBERTO HENRÍQUEZ:  Good afternoon, everyone. Thank you so much for being here. 
First of all, I would like to greet a good friend, Mrs. Haydée Kuret Rainieri, senior vice 
president of the Grupo Puntacana Resort & Club, Mr. John Norris, and Mr. Manuel Sajour.   
 
In the name of our minister, David Collado, and our Ministry of Tourism, it is a pleasure to 
support and be part of this type of event which strengthens our destination, the Dominican 
Republic. Also, and most importantly, because it is related to the most important men's 
professional golf tournament. The celebration of this fourth edition of the Corales 
Championship PGA TOUR event 2021 is further sign of the responsible recovery of our 
tourism industry. It is also of the utmost importance for our country because it promotes us 
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as the leading golf destination in the Caribbean. From here, my warmest wishes to all those 
in the head table, invited guests and to the golf professionals who are visiting us. 
 
It is said that golf is one of the world's most inspiring sports. This is why I will invite all of you, 
just as all golfers are inspired to give the best of themselves on the course, to take their 
example and to take their example to inspire us to continue working to recover the 
confidence in knowing that we, the Dominican Republic, are the safest tourism destination.  
 
I would also like to congratulate the Grupo Puntacana & Resort for all the efforts they have 
undertaken to comply with the bio-protocols -- with the bio-safety protocols that have been 
promoted throughout the world. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Roberto Henríquez, for your words and for being here 
today.  
 
We warmly welcome Mr. John Norris, senior vice president of tournament business affairs 
for the PGA TOUR. 
 
JOHN NORRIS:  Hello. It's great to be back in the Dominican Republic at the Corales 
Puntacana Resort & Club Championship for the second time in six months. Personally, I 
would like to come three times a year if that's okay with you. 
 
I would also like to thank you for the partnership not only for the PGA TOUR, but again to 
congratulate you on, our last time here in March -- I'm sorry, in September, you were 
celebrating your 50th anniversary of the Grupo Puntacana, so that is a remarkable 
accomplishment, congratulations. 
 
I want to thank the panel, Mrs. Rainieri, for your hosting us. I would be remiss to not thank 
Mr. Frank Rainieri, who can't be here right now but I know I'll see his smiling face here all 
week and I look to say hello to him again as well. 
 
Manuel, you and your team with Hiram and Jay, again thank you for your hospitality, your 
preparation and your partnership.  
 
And for our two PGA TOUR players, Charley Hoffman, a four-time winner on the PGA 
TOUR, also the chairman of our Player Advisory Council. I'm sure he didn't realize when he 
was taking on that role what it would lead to. And thanks to Charley's leadership and our 
players, we were able to come back and play golf. And to Hudson Swafford, our returning 
champion, who only six months ago raised the trophy over his head at this beautiful 
property.  
 
As you said, Mrs. Rainieri, this is the only tournament that was played twice in one year 
other than two other tournaments, the Masters and the U.S. Open, so it's pretty good 
company. 
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As we look back on this past year, this was the first event that we welcomed back golf in the 
Caribbean as well as the first opportunity for our players to play in the pro-am, and that was 
a major milestone for our tournaments. 
 
We also recognize this was a challenging time for the resort and club, the company, and you 
stuck not only with your employees and your team, but with the PGA TOUR and for that we'll 
forever be grateful. I've had the pleasure of representing the PGA TOUR at over 35 events 
throughout the year and I can tell you there's not a more beautiful setting than right here 
behind us. 
 
As you mentioned, we have 48 broadcasters in over 200 countries and territories with over 
2,000 hours of live television so the rest of the world can see what a beautiful home you 
have.  
 
On behalf of the PGA TOUR, thank you for hosting us, thank you for being our partner, but 
even more importantly, thank you for being our friend. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Norris, for your words. We would now like to invite 
Mr. Manuel Sajour, golf course executive marketing director and tournament director, who 
will share with us all the details of this fourth edition. 
 
MANUEL SAJOUR:  Thank you very much everyone here at the head table for being here 
with us, and even though Mrs. Rainieri already mentioned as well as did Mr. John Norris, 
mentioned some of the things that we have instituted in order to guarantee safety, I would 
like to go a little bit more into detail as to what we are doing. 
 
In September 2020 we literally opened tourism once again in the Dominican Republic and 
now in March 2021 we continue to do so by showing the world what the Dominican Republic 
has to offer. We would not only like to thank the international traveler who has come down to 
the Dominican Republic to enjoy what we have to offer, but we would also like to thank all 
the local workers and support staff that have made it possible for them to enjoy their stay 
while in the Dominican Republic.  There are more than 600 of us making this golf reality a 
true dream. In different -- in contrast to September 2020, right now we have decided to flex 
somewhat some of our previous standards, bio-standards, and some of these are: 
 
For the first time in this particular tournament -- first, I would like to clarify that golf has been 
one of the sports that has been least impacted by the COVID pandemic, but this year in this 
particular event we are allowing guests to come in and to view the players in the six holes 
that face -- that face the sea. 
 
Because of the protocols put together by the Grupo Puntacana and by the PGA, we can 
actually state that since September 2020 to March 2021, we have been extremely 
successful in maintaining all the bio-security measures that are needed. We have not had 
any kind of outbreak or any kind of event that could jeopardize the event. 
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One of the things that we always do in our tournaments is to try to provide space and 
opportunities for our local players. This year we are -- we have four participants who will play 
with the 132 players that are coming in from the PGA. Beginning this Thursday, we are 
having four Dominicans participate in the tournament, they are Hiram Silfa, Willy Pumarol, 
Rhadames Pena, and Juan Jose Guerra.  
 
And for those of us that can't make it and won't be able to come and share with us, they will 
be able to enjoy the event through special transmissions through the Golf Channel.  The 
schedule for transmission through the Golf Channel will be Thursday and Friday from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
And as mentioned by Mrs. Rainieri previously, for the first time we will have the first five 
winners of the Corales Championship Tour, which we have named the Kings of Corales. 
 
And finally, we would like to invite all those that can make it to come down and enjoy this 
beautiful -- this beautiful and terrific event, and for those that can't, to please tune in to the 
Golf Channel. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Manuel Sajour, for sharing with us all those important details.  
 
Now from the interview room, we are going to connect and give the most warmly welcome to 
Mr. Hudson Swafford, professional PGA TOUR player and winner of the third edition of the 
PGA TOUR Corales Championship.  
 
Hi, so nice to have you here in Puntacana. 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  Oh, it's good to be back, good to be back with these views and the 
weather. 
 
MODERATOR:  So tell us how's your expectations here to participate, to come here and to 
honor, right, your crown? 
 
HUDSON SWAFFORD:  No, it's great to be back. It's an honor to be the defending 
champion coming back. Although normally it's -- you have a year to, you know, prepare and 
enjoy and take in, but, you know, only being about five months removed from the past 
champion, I still feel really comfortable on the golf course.  
 
I just played nine holes and it was in unbelievable condition. The views obviously will take 
you away from your golf there when you get around the ocean. So really excited to be back. 
Can't thank Grupo Puntacana enough for hosting the PGA TOUR family again.  
 
I looked at the weather on the way down here, it just looks like another fantastic week 
weather-wise, and as usual the Dominican government has made it just so easy for us to get 
in here with our travel and, you know, kind of getting through the airport very easy and 
getting out to the golf course to be able to compete on this beautiful piece of property. 
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So really want to thank the Rainieri family and Grupo Puntacana for having all 132 players 
back and welcoming us with open arms. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mr. Swafford, for your words. Best of luck in this edition.  
 
We would now like to introduce Mr. Charley Hoffman, professional PGA TOUR player and 
also player director on the Player Advisory Council. Welcome.  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Thank you, thank you for having me. It's great to be back here in 
the Dominican Republic. 
 
MODERATOR:  It's so nice to have you here. So, your words. 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah. A year ago when we were going through this coronavirus 
and this pandemic, I thought you might have been a little bit crazy to come down here in 
September and have an event. The way the country stepped up, the Puntacana Group 
stepping up and hosting an event, a full-field event for the first time, they pulled it off 
fantastically.  
 
That's what made me want to come back this time around. The safety that I felt here was 
almost safer than I felt in America, the protocols that you guys had in effect for the players, 
just for everybody that was here and the tourism board that has helped the Tour to come, it 
was an amazing place, I was blown away by it when I came in September and even more 
blown away the second time around.  It wouldn't have happened without the sponsorship of 
the tourism and the Rainieri family. I'm glad to be a part of it.  
 
I'm here to take Hudson's straw hat away from him that he got a few months ago, but I'm 
looking forward to it. The course is in great shape, like Hudson said. But it's amazing the 
protocols you guys have come up to keep us safe as players and your tourists safe when 
they come here to visit this beautiful island.  
 
MODERATOR:  We appreciate the participation of these two extraordinary players from the 
PGA for joining us in this virtual press conference.  
 


